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Notre Dame Academy is a vibrant, Catholic, college-preparatory learning community, sponsored by the Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur. The Academy guides young women in their personal faith formation, challenges 
students to pursue academic excellence, and encourages social responsibility on behalf of global justice.

In support of the mission, vita! magazine communicates the newsworthy activities of members of the NDA 
community. vita! is published two times a year for alumnae, parents, faculty, staff, and friends. 

Mission

Message from the President

Dear NDA Family,
I have been President of Notre Dame Academy for just 4 weeks, but I have been a 
“Notre Dame girl” for most of my life.  

As I drove away that rainy day in May of 1980, J. Geils blaring, I looked ahead to 
a graduation party, a summer job, and college – and looked back at NDA, a part 
of my past, I thought.   

I left Notre Dame, but it never left me.    

So I am back. I came back to honor the gift that is a Notre Dame education. To honor the people who brought it to life 
for me. To honor the mission and legacy of the women of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and their global impact. 
To honor the commitment we have to our current students, faculty and staff, parents, and alumnae. And to work to ensure 
that the Notre Dame experience remains strong, focused, and well-positioned for a long and prosperous future developing 
the unlimited potential of each young woman that chooses it. 

On graduation day, I did not understand fully the impact NDA would have on my life. Much like the graduates of the 
Class of 2017, it’s impossible, in that moment, to look ahead and know just how many times you will reach back to your 
NDA experience for sustenance. But I saw something familiar in their faces, smiles, hugs, and tears on May 19. I saw it 
and heard it in the words of student speaker Madeline Viola and Commencement speaker Stephanie Wash ’04. It’s there. 
And it’s here in the pages of our cover story – NDA grads and faculty continuing to offer insight and advice all of us can 
activate in our own lives. 

So while my obligation is to lead NDA through a period of transition in which my mandate is to protect and grow our 
legacy – be assured that the soul of this school is not only intact, but it’s thriving.    

What we all experienced over Notre Dame’s 160 years remains – and the proof is in the students, faculty, and staff. Our 
commitment to the continuity of our mission and mandate is unshakeable and our focus on success is firm.

So, perhaps I am not coming back at all – we are all moving forward – together. 

Elizabeth Pasciucco ’80 
President 

Elizabeth Pasciucco ’80, was named President of Notre Dame Academy on May 23 by the Corporation, Sisters of Notre  
Dame de Namur, until such time a permanent president is named. To keep up-to-date on the presidential search,  
visit www.ndahingham.com or add yourself to our email list at advancement@ndahingham.com

“I left Notre Dame, but it never left me.”
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news | events | accolades

from Main Street
from Main Street

focus on the 
faculty
and staff

Sister Mary Janice Bartolo, SNDdeN participated in a webinar of-
fered through the Anti-Defamation League, the Shoah Foundation, 
and Yad Vashem on teaching about contemporary anti-semitism.  

Marketing Specialist Ashley Simmons and Global Education 
Coordinator Marta Cabral traveled to China with the Cambridge 
Institute in March to meet potential students in person. 

Assistant to the Athletic Director Bobbie Finn was honored 
with the “Massachusetts Women in Athletics Distinguished Service 
Award,” recognizing her devotion of time and energy guiding and nur-
turing our NDA athletes over the last 20 years.

Physics Teacher and Track & Field Coach Rick Kates celebrated 
a number of milestones this spring. He has served as an EMT for the 
Town of Carver for 30 years and officiated on the finish line at BAA 
Boston Marathon for his 20th year this April. In addition, Kates served 
as the meet director at the MIAA Indoor & Outdoor State Meet and 
the New England High School Track & Field Championship. 

Library Director Emily Warner has been awarded the Web Seal 
of Excellence from the Massachusetts School Library Association 
(MSLA). This award “recognizes excellence in a school library’s use of 
web tools” (MSLA). She was officially recognized during the MSLA 
Annual Conference in May, where she offered a presentation on how 
she uses these web tools - along with Twitter and other web resources 
- in the NDA library. Warner also earned her graduate certificate in 
Instructional and Educational Technology from Framingham State 
University, in December.

Around the World
Social Studies teacher Joan Delany attended an all-day workshop 
on “Religious Identity and Expression in the Middle East.” She also 
attended two workshops at the Museum of Fine Arts Boston, “Im-
pressionism: A Closer Look” and “Making Modern.” Lastly, Delany 
attended the workshop, “Teaching the News in Context.”

Science teacher Marissa Bianchi completed Category 1 Training 
for IB HL Biology.  

Social Studies Department Chair Denise Capitummino attended 
a program through Facing History and Ourselves called, “Choices 
in Little Rock.” She spent the day learning about innovative ways to 
teach history from an ethical viewpoint. In a highlight of the day, she 
met  Dr. Terence Roberts, one of the Little Rock Nine. 

Science Department Chair Linda Muller was a guest speaker in 
a graduate education class at Southern New Hampshire University 
where she discussed her experiences as a long-time classroom teacher. 
She was able to share her ideas about curriculum development and 
classroom management, as well as how technology has impacted 
teaching. 

In February, faculty and staff participated in a 5-hour emergency  
response training, known as ALICE. ALICE is an acronym for Alert, 
Lockdown, Inform, Counter, and Evacuate. Michael Kreckie  
(English), Richard Kates (Science), and Richard Wall (Facilities) 
were certified as ALICE instructors, allowing us to conduct more  
regular trainings. 

8th Grade at EMK Institute  
The eighth grade went to the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for 
the United States Senate to experience interactive exhibits about 
how our government works. Social Studies teacher Amanda 
Vertullo reports, “The girls’ favorite part was participating in 
the Senator for a Day program.  The girls sat in a replica Senate 
chamber and heard ‘senators’ read their prepared statements. 
When they opened the floor for comments, our girls were the 
first with their hands up!”  

Resiliency & Mental Health
NDA hosted a special guest speaker on resiliency and mental wellness for teenage girls. 
Dr. Delvina Miremadi guided students to set goals and embark on their unique journey to 
thrive! Her research-based concepts provided students the skills to propel them toward 
positivity and wellness.

At NDA, we understand the importance of embracing the world beyond 
our community, our borders, and our mindset. We believe in preparing our 
students to thrive in this diverse world by offering global programs to en-
courage social responsibility on behalf of global justice.

Quebec! Sophomores, juniors, and seniors had a won-
derful trip to Quebec during the Annual Winter Festival 
in February. 

China! Twelve students traveled across the world to 
China over April vacation. The group spent time in Bei-
jing, Xi’An (the oldest capital city of China), and Shang-
hai. They saw the Great Wall, Forbidden City, and the 
terra cotta soldiers. 

Spain! During April vacation, 16 students traveled to Spain to take part in 
the historic Camino de Santiago pilgrimage. The group walked more than 
75 miles over the course of five days, carrying all their belongings on their 
backs and staying in hostels. 

Tanzania! Fourteen students traveled to Tanzania over February vacation. 
The trip included a homestay, service learning, and a safari. 
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from Main Street

STEM & The Pats! 
Students in Grades 7 and 8 
traveled to Patriot Place in  
Foxboro to participate in a 
STEM workshop, called “Let’s 
Have a Ball.” It was a great 
opportunity to learn something 
new with our favorite team in 
the Super Bowl!

Mother-Daughter Brunch  
Mothers, daughters, and other 
wonderful women in our students’ 
lives had a fantastic afternoon 
at the very special tradition, the 
Mother–Daughter Brunch. This 
year’s brunch featured remarks 
from Leah Moschella ’02, an  
advocate for authentic women’s 
leadership. You can find her  
remarks on page 11. 

Women in Sports Celebrated
Student-athletes attended the MIAA National Girls and Women 
in Sports Day in Boston. Seniors Devyn DeFalco and Kelsie 
Dwyer were selected as our student-athlete representatives. Se-
niors Lauren Trifone and Caitlin Corbett joined them for the day.

Supporting Homeless Youth 
Members of the Student Council met with Sister Linda  
Bessom, SNDdeN, senior community organizer for the  
Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless.

Student Council Treasurer Beth Griffin ’17 presented Sister 
Linda with a check for $500, which will provide two beds for 
homeless youth. This donation was made in honor of NDA’s 
faculty and staff. Student Council representatives also pre-
sented Sister Linda with the sock donations from the school-
wide collection. 

Student Council Advisor and English teacher Kristen Connolly 
shared, “We are proud to partner with Sister Linda who is 
doing such important work supporting the young people of 
Massachusetts. We look forward to continuing this relation-
ship in the months and years ahead!”

Collaboration with St. John’s 
For a second year, The Honors Environmental Science class 
collaborated with St. John’s Prep in Danvers for a year-long 
project on food sustainability and social justice. The boys 
from St. John’s visited Hingham to collaborate in person and 
the groups worked extensively online as well. Topics included 
GMOs, water usage, and food waste.

Math Team Competes!  
Congratulations to our Mathletes! They competed at the  
regional meet at Thayer Academy and had a great  
performance. NDA came in 6th place overall. 

Theatre Festival
Theater Director Abby Russell is pleased to report that the 
Thespians had a fantastic time performing A Wrinkle In Time 
at the 2017 Massachusetts Educational Theatre Guild Festival.

Although NDA did not advance to the semifinals, our stu-
dents were deservedly recognized in both performance and 
tech with the All Star Acting Company Award and the All Star 
Technical Company Award for Excellence in Lighting. 

IB Update
International Baccalaureate Coordinator and English Depart-
ment Chair Courtney Murray Russillo ’00 has been leading  
the authorization process efforts. 

• NDA intends to make the IB Diploma Programme  
 available for the 2018-2019 school year for the Class of   
 2020 and beyond.

• The Diploma Programme is a two-year program during  
 junior and senior year.

• IB develops internationally-minded, life-long learners   
 through inquiry, action, and reflection. 

Art and Writing Awards! 
Congratulations to the following students for winning a  
regional award in the Massachusetts Scholastic Art  
and Writing Awards program:

Jennifer Boyd ’18, Silver Key for Poetry and Honorable  
Mention for Personal Essay/Memoir  

Leah Boyd ’21, Honorable Mention for Poetry

Angelina O’Donnell ’17, Silver Key for Photography

Carine Santos ’18, Two (2) Honorable Mentions for Painting

Fiona Scannell ’18, Silver Key for Dramatic Script

Weather Warriors! 
The grade seven TEC Discover class explored weather  
engineering and the culmination of the unit was a visit 
by Meteorologist Michael Page of NBC Boston and the 
Weather Warrior Truck. NBC’s visit to NDA was  
broadcast on the morning news. 
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Cheerleading 
The Fall Cheerleading team cheered at all BC High football events. 
Thank you to senior captains Olivia Barrett and Erin Libby for four 
years of dedication to the team.

Cross Country
Cross Country went 3-0 this past season. All-stars included Riley Ford 
’17, Caitlin Rodway ’17, Maeve Williams ’19, and Kylie Wilson ’21. NDA 
placed seventh overall at the Eastern Mass Division 3 Sectional Meet.

Dance 
The Dance Team competed in the NE Championships at the Reggie 
Lewis Center, placing second overall. Kelsey Connors ’18, Heidi Bruce 
’17, and Makayla Harkins ’17 captained the Varsity squad. 

Field Hockey
Field Hockey finished the season with an overall record of 12-7-1.  
The team captains were Aine Williams ’17, Nora Lewis ’17, and Taylor 
Brosnan ’17. The team advanced to the Division 1 State tournament 
preliminary game before losing in the first round. 

Soccer
The Soccer team, led by captain Lexi Noyes ’17, finished the season 
with a record of 11-4-2. The team advanced to the Division 2 State 
Tournament, losing in the first round 2-1.

Swimming and Diving
Swimming and Diving finished the season with an overall record of 
5-7. Team captains included Lauren Zawacki ’17, Lulu Teixeira ’17, and 
Julia Burke ’17. NDA hosted and won the Catholic Conference Cham-
pionship and placed fourth at the South Sectional Meet and  
the Division 2 State Meet.

Volleyball
Volleyball earned the title of South Sectional Champions this season, 
and finished as a State Finalist. Senior captains Katie Howley, Mary 
O’Malley, Hanah Coulter, and Kelsie Dwyer each earned Patriot  
Ledger All Scholastic honors. Katie Howley also earned  
Boston Globe and Boston Herald honors. 

Ice Hockey State Champions! 
Ice Hockey won the Division 2 State Championship at the TD Garden! 
With 18 players, and led by junior captains Jillian Lyons, Meredith 
Stewart, and Emma Duffey, the team’s overall record was 23-0-1. 

League All-Stars: Emma Duffey ’18, Katie Pyne ’20, and Erin Murray ’20

Patriot Ledger All-Stars: Emma Duffey, Katie Pyne, Erin Murray,  
and Skylar Irving ’20

Boston Globe and Boston Herald All-Stars: Erin Murray and Katie Pyne 

Alpine Ski
The Ski team had 28 participants and came in third in the Ski East 
League. Senior captains were Madeline Cronin, Katherine Bynarowicz, 
Elizabeth Faherty, and Makayla Harkin. League All-Stars were  
Elizabeth Faherty, Katherine Bynarowicz, Lillian Patsos ’18, and  
Avery McNiff ’20.

Basketball  
Basketball Team Senior Captains Marissa Gallotto and Lexi Noyes led 
the 14-player team. League All-Stars were Lexi Noyes and Rylee White. 

Dance
Dance Team Captain Kelsey Connors and nine participants attended 
the Emmanuel UDA competition. 

Gymnastics 
Gymnastics placed second out of nine teams in the Cranberry League 
Championship. Senior captains were Kelsie Dwyer and Lauren  
Trifone. League All-Stars were Kristen Doyle ’18, Emma Troiano ’20, 
Kelsie Dwyer ’17, Lauren Trifone ’17, Carly Pattison’18, and  
Meaghan Burnes ’18. 

Indoor Track 
The 58-participant Indoor Track team was led by senior captains 
Caitlin Corbett, Riley Ford, and Caitlin Rodway. NDA placed 7th at the 
Dual County League Championship meet.

Follow @ndaathletics on Twitter! 

Due to copy deadlines, our spring season will be featured in the next issue. 

Lent at NDA  
NDA began Lent as a faith community with a special Ash 
Wednesday prayer service and visit from six Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur. The Sisters joined students at their lunch  
tables for conversation about their work and lives. Ash Wednes-
day also marked the start of our annual Lenten Campaign to 
support the work of the Sisters in the southern hemisphere. 
Lenten donations supported the elimination of poverty, increas-
ing access to clean water, and food sustainability. 

Dodgeball Night Fun 
The Peer Mentors organized a 
fun evening for NDA and B.C. 
High freshmen The large group 
enjoyed playing dodgeball, sing-
ing karaoke, dancing, and more 
right here at NDA! 

Kairos Retreat
Seventeen NDA students and 32 boys from B.C. High attended 
the Kairos Retreat on Cape Cod. The program provides young 
people with the opportunity to explore their faith in more depth. 
This was the second time NDA ran this retreat in conjunction 
with B.C. High.

SPORTS WRAP-UP SPORTS WRAP-UP

Life at Age 25
The Class of 2017 participated in the well-known Credit For Life 
program. CFL is a simulation of what life is like at age 25. The 
seniors were asked to select a career and housing arrange-
ments. Based on these selections, they were greeted with a 
spreadsheet of salary, monthly expenses, and debt payments 
with the objective of managing the rest of their personal  
finances.

Preparing for College
The Junior Class Spring College Fair was a huge success. 
More than 120 college representatives were in attendance 
and it was an excellent opportunity for our juniors to meet 
admissions representatives from around the country. 



1) Fifteen members of the Class of 2017 are the daughters or granddaughters of  
alumnae. From left to right: 

 Erin Libby and her mother Tracee Meagher Hynes 

 Caroline Healy and her grandmother Margaret Fleming Mahoney ’48R

 Heather Stevens Cronin ’87 and daughter Madeline Cronin 

 Kerry Brady Connolly ’83 and daughter Hannah Connolly 

 Grandmother Mary McGivern Bell ’61R, Sarah Boucher, and her mother Maura Bell 
Boucher ’88 [Sarah’s great, great grandmother was a 1891graduate] 

 Susan Dever Marriner ’77 and daughter Caroline Marriner. Caroline’s  
great-grandmother was a 1921 Roxbury graduate. 

 Brianna Larnard and her mother Michelle Boyle Larnard ’94 

 Maura Rowley-Himelrick ’84 and her daughter Emily Himelrick 

 Lily Dandrow and Michaela Dodge, granddaughters of Mary Appleton Dandrow ’47 

 Allison Manning’s grandmother is Mary McAuliffe Manning ’41R. 

 Tatum Heritage and her mother Shannon Dahoney Heritage ’88 

 Kellsey O’Rourke and Terri Rodgers Ladka ’86 

 Caitlin Corbett and her mother Eileen Malone Corbett ’87 

 Katherine Sullivan and her mother Maura Donovan Sullivan ’76; Katherine’s grand-
mother, Rosemarie Lynch Sullivan, was a member of the Roxbury class of 1941. 

2) On stage, each graduate’s name was read, and she was handed her medallion by a 
member of the faculty or staff who is also an alumna. 

3) Jenna Foley delivered a powerful speech on her faith journey after Liturgy.  

4) NDA welcomed more than 100 alumnae back to campus for the annual Baccalaureate 
Mass and Medallion Ceremony. Each member of the class received her medallion 
from her alumna sponsor. 

5) Graduates gather outside for a few photos one last time! 

6) Smile! 

7) Madeline Viola delivered the student graduation speech and noted the  
class’s special sisterhood. 

Class of  2017

5

1

8) Commencement speaker Stephanie 
Wash ’04, a producer for ABC News, 
urged graduates to “not be afraid of 
being uncomfortable. Your growth 
might require it.”

9) Allison Manning was named the 
recipient of the Saint Julie Award. 
The award is given to the graduating 
senior who best exemplifies the spirit 
and mission of Saint Julie Billiart, 
founder of the Sisters of Notre  
Dame de Namur. 

10) Congratulations to Valedictorian  
Lauren Flynn and Salutatorian  
Hanah Coulter! 

2 3 4 6

7

8

9 10

Baccalaureate Mass and Commencement 2017 
On May 18 and 19, the Class of 2017 celebrated their milestone 
moments with friends and family by their side. 
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Coverstory

 My Message  
to Women Today

As women, we are often bombarded with messages about what society expects of us. 
It can be difficult to see beyond the distractions to discover what we know is true and 
good. I have always found that the women in my life – family, friends, and co-workers – 
help me to gain perspective and offer incredible support. 

I wanted this issue of vita! to reflect the supportive nature of a community of women and 
so I asked five NDA women to reflect upon their life experiences and the lessons they 
have learned. The essays that follow are poignant, inspirational, and centering. I hope 
you enjoy them as much as I did! 

Katie Quinn Miller ’97  
Editor 

FIND FRIENDS WHO PUSH YOU INTO ACTION 
Leah Moschella ’02 

Leah is the founder and executive director of 
Boston GLOW, a group dedicated to foster-
ing opportunities for women. She spoke to the 
NDA community at the Mother-Daughter 
Brunch in January. 

My first thought when I was invited to 
speak today was, “Wow. That’s exciting . . . 
except I don’t have anything to say!”

As women, we often sell ourselves short. 
Women graduate at all levels of education 
at much higher rates than men throughout 
most of the world – and yet white women  
still earn 79 cents to a man’s dollar, Afri-
can American women only 60 cents, Latina 
women only 55 cents, and as a whole, 
women make up only 3% of Fortune 500 
CEOs.

So, you know what? I do have something 
to say!  

People often ask me how I started Boston 
GLOW, and I want to spoil the secret: when 
you have a passion for an issue, and you sur-
round yourself with people who share your 
passion, the work is really easy.  

After working in shelters, schools, and poli-
tics with women from Boston to the Bronx, 
Cambridge to Cairo, and Somerville to 
South Africa, I made it my goal to relent-
lessly tell the stories of the women I have 
encountered around the world.    

Soon after graduating from college, I told 
my good friend Annie Gaughen ’02 that I 
wanted to start an organization to teach girls 
the power of their own ideas, but I admitted 
that I was afraid – I wasn’t sure if it was even 
possible.

“Are you kidding me?” she said. “You’re al-
ways telling me that you hear from women 
and girls who say they can’t create change, 
and now you are saying the same thing!” 

It was then that I learned an important les-
son: Real friends call you out when you’re 
afraid and push you into action.

I got to work. I wrote out a vision, a pro-
gram, and typed hundreds of letters to po-
tential funders.  A few weeks later, I received 
a text from Annie: “Having cocktails with 
Emily and Jenna on Monday. I think they 
might want to talk about GLOW.”

I never expected that 12 years after gradu-
ating high school, these classmates would 
share a desire to empower other women. 
Jenna Paone ’02, Emily Copeman Sullivan 
’02, Annie, and I were all ready to make an 
impact. We just had to take the first step.   

Six years after that first meeting, and after 
many early morning phone calls and late 
night meetings, Boston GLOW has distrib-
uted 46 scholarships to young women, and 
has provided leadership training and oppor-
tunities to over 7,000 women and girls in 
the Greater Boston area. Boston GLOW has 
also taken me to Egypt to learn from women 
journalists struggling to ensure their voices 
are heard and to Tunisia where I worked 
with women leaders striving to form their 
country’s first democracy. 

Every day I meet women looking for re-
sources, and I am honored to lead a com-
munity that supports and celebrates every 
woman on her path to making a difference.  

“ . . . surround yourself with 
people who celebrate you for 
who you are and where you 
are in life.”  — LEAH MOSCHELLA ’02 

I tell the story of GLOW to remind you to 
surround yourself with people who celebrate 
you for who you are and where you are in 
life. Surround yourself with people who call 
you out when you’re scared and constantly 
challenge you to be amazing. 

Surround yourself with people who remind 
you to turn your “I don’t think I can.” to “I 
can.” and “I did.”  

Sure, I’ve found those people while attend-
ing summits at the White House and with 
ambassadors in the Middle East, but first I 
found them all right here at NDA.

Artwork by Nina Murney ’12
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gentle restrictions on them – no TV or so-
cial media and no multitasking. 

At first there is naturally resistance. It seems 
silly and impractical, especially given that 
the girls have such busy schedules, including 
applying to colleges. What could walking 
for ten minutes possibly offer them? How-
ever, once they try it, many of the students 
say how much they love it; and how before 
they did it, they felt stressed, as if they did 
not have a minute to spare. Afterwards they 
felt more relaxed, as if time was more spa-
cious in some way. Many of the students 
also said they felt they had renewed energy 
and concentration. 

Visual Journaling
One of the biggest challenges to hearing the 
voice of our soul can be finding some space 
in which to listen for it. We use the process 
of visual journaling in the Women’s Spiritu-
ality course to assist our students in creating 
such a space. The technical side of this prac-
tice is a sort of “everything but the kitchen 
sink” approach to journaling. Students are 
invited to experiment with different media 
(writing, painting, collage, pastels, fabrics 
and more) as a means of self-expression and 
self-discovery. The spiritual aspect of this 

practice involves helping the girls to slow 
down, to withdraw their concentration from 
all of the external activities and agendas they 
have been involved in throughout their day, 
and to give themselves some space, kindness 
and attention. This hospitable approach  
fosters awareness of any barriers to being 
present while helping the intuitive voice of 
the soul to be perceived. The journal offers 
both a vehicle for, and a mirror of, that  
encounter.

Visual journaling also invites the girls to 
trust what unfolds by encouraging them to 
embrace the organic evolution of a page, 
rather than planning it like a paint by num-
ber piece. This is not easy for most of us 
and it is new ground for a generation that 
has been hyper-conditioned to strive for ex-
ternal perfection in all areas – think social 
media, grades, body image, etc. They want 
to know exactly how the page is going to 
turn out, or at least that it will look “good.”  
The great thing about this type of journ-
aling is that it is more fun to go with the 
flow. When the girls try to plan or control 
the outcome, the journaling feels tense and 
pressured. When they let a page evolve, they 
enjoy themselves and the process more. 
With practice and play, the girls experience 

moments of being open and present. It is 
beautiful to see them trusting themselves 
and experiencing a voice other than that of 
their mind, a voice that offers nothing but 
compassion and acceptance.  

What I love about both of these practices is 
that they are intuitive and playful. Often, 
when we want to give more time to our 
spiritual life, we dig up our mental will and 
push our already tired selves to do more, to 
try harder. What if there was a lighter, more 
enjoyable way to go about nourishing our 
spirits? What if we simply trust what we nat-
urally desire and enjoy – be it beauty, play, 
quiet - and immerse ourselves in it. Then 
just pay attention…

Coverstory

LISTENING FOR ANOTHER VOICE
Kate Carter, Theology Faculty Member 

Praying 
by Mary Oliver

It doesn’t have to be
the blue iris, it could be
weeds in a vacant lot, or a few
small stones; just
pay attention, then patch

a few words together and don’t try
to make them elaborate, this isn’t
a contest but the doorway

into thanks, and a silence in which
another voice may speak.

I love this poem and how it reveals the 
simplicity of prayer.  It is also a needed re-
minder that the space between feeling over-
whelmed by my inundated mind and feeling 
centered and calm in my being is the small-
est of steps. Oliver is expressing the truth 
that we don’t need to “have it all together” 
in order to experience the peace and uncon-
ditional love that is always available to us. 

Our fast-paced society broadcasts steady 
messages of perfectionism and scarcity. In 
order to adapt to this frequency we can in-
ternalize some version of the message that 
we need to do or become more so we can 
find peace or happiness. In such a setting, 
our minds, which closely resemble a per-
sonal security team, often take the lead. The 
mind’s role is to help us function, be safe 
and succeed by constantly alerting us to any 
potential hazards, mistakes, and failings. It 
is continually reviewing what happened, 
what might happen, what should have hap-
pened, what could have happened.  The list 
goes on, and on, and on.  What can get lost 
in this mental litany is the voice of the soul 
that simply knows that we are enough just 

as we are and that life is actually spacious, 
abundant.  

I have noticed over the years that it is easy 
to bring this belief of not being or doing 
enough to my prayer life – my own version 
of what Oliver refers to as making prayer 
“a contest.” I have found myself defaulting 
to mental exertion in my prayer, not unlike 
the way I might go about getting organized 
for a busy day of teaching. I went on my 
first silent retreat twenty years ago and re-
member being surprised at how noisy it was 
when I was left alone with my thoughts. I 
also remember the Jesuit spiritual director 
asking me about my prayer life. When I re-
plied by describing what sounded a lot like 
a very packed “to do” list, he asked me if I 
ever just listened in my prayer, that maybe 
God simply wanted to communicate to me 
how much She loves me.

It seems to be this paradoxical “not doing” 
that dissolves any barriers to experiencing 
peace, that accesses the “doorway.” Not 
doing is a radical act of trusting who we are 
– as beings made in the image and likeness 
of God – and that who we are is enough.  
We open to the present moment and let go 
of agendas and desired results, even if those 
agendas and desires are to experience peace.  
We rest in the moment and listen rather 
than speak.  In the stillness of being we hear 
the voice of God, the voice of Love, the 
voice of our soul. This is the other “voice” 
that Oliver writes about. Unlike the mind, 
this voice is not distracted by, or interested 
in what we have done or not done, our 
successes or our failures. This voice’s essen-
tial purpose is to share unconditional love.   
This voice is relaxed, playful, nonjudgmen-
tal and compassionate.

So what can help us to be present? To not 
do in our spiritual practices? To simply be? 
I want to share two of the ways that we ex-
periment with being present in the senior 
Women’s Spirituality course. 

Dolce far Niente
This practice grew out of a class conver-
sation six years ago on Elizabeth Gilbert’s 
journey in Eat Pray Love. In the first leg of 
her travels, Liz learns about dolce far niente 
or, “the sweetness of doing nothing.” This 
phrase captures the Italians’ love of savoring 
simple pleasures. In the fall of their senior 
year, I ask the girls to experiment with ten 
minutes of dolce far niente for homework 
on a regular basis. They go for walks, bake 
cookies, listen to music, watch the sun set, 
play with a pet, etc. They are encouraged 
to choose something they would genuinely 
enjoy and immerse themselves in that activ-
ity for the simple pleasure of it. I put two 

The stillness of being allows 
us to hear the voice of God, 
the voice of Love, the voice 
of our soul.  — KATE CARTER

It can be difficult to see beyond  
the distractions to discover what we  

know is true and good.
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CHOOSING TO GET BACK UP
Margaret Stillman ’17  

Maggie’s guidance counselor says she stands out 
for all the right reasons. “Maggie is engaging, 
bright, involved, and mature – qualities that 
in a small school are evident to all.” 

Six months ago I was a seemingly healthy 18 
year-old with my whole future ahead of me. 
Today, I am fighting for my life.

Just before my 18th birthday, I found a large 
lump at the base of my neck. The next day 
I went to the hospital to have it looked at 
and as we drove home I received a call that 
changed my life forever. I remember hearing 
the doctor say to my mom, “I’m sorry, this 
is not news we usually give over the phone,” 
and in that moment I knew something was 
wrong. The next 12 hours were the darkest 
of my life. I allowed my mind to drift and 
think the worst. The days that followed were 
a series of unanswered questions and count-
less tests. On December 1, I was diagnosed 
with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. I had a tumor 
the size of a golf ball in my neck and another 
the size of a grapefruit in my chest. I was 
forced to make the biggest decision of my 
life. I could either allow this news to defeat 
me or allow it to be my inspiration to defeat 
the odds.

This was not how I expected to spend my 
senior year. I thought my greatest worries 
would consist of who to ask to prom or how 
I would finish all of my college applications 
on time. I have dealt with things most kids 
my age don’t, like losing my hair and giv-
ing myself shots, but I have gained so much 
through this experience. I realized how many 
incredible people I have in my life and how 
much I truly have to be thankful for. Over 
the course of these months I have received 
countless letters, emails, text messages, and 
gifts from people all over the country telling 
me that I am in their prayers. It is a truly 
humbling thing to realize how many people 
I have in my life who care. There have been 
many nights where I sit up in bed crying 
over the letters people have written to me, 
moved by what they have to say.

My journey has not been easy.  There have 
been bad days, but I always know it will get 
better. I know that I have an army of people 
who love and support me. Even on those 
terrible days, I still have something to smile 
about.  

December 1 was not only the day that I was 
diagnosed with cancer, it was also the day 

“ I could either allow this 
news to defeat me or 
allow it to be my inspira-
tion to defeat the odds.”   
— MAGGIE STILLMAN ’17 

that I made the decision to overcome all of 
the challenges I would face. At that time I 
did not know exactly how I was going to do 
it, but I knew I would. I did not choose this 
path for myself, but I have chosen to get 
back up regardless of how many times I fall.

Maggie will major in nursing at Marquette 
University this fall.

BE YOURSELF
Nancy Stolfa Loewe ’85  

Nancy was most recently the Vice President 
and Chief Financial Officer for Kimber-
ly-Clark International which is headquartered 
in Dallas, TX. 

“Just be yourself!” That was the last piece 
of advice I gave a friend of mine who was 
starting a new leadership role.  Like me, he 
has about 30 years of experience in business 
and he wanted my suggestions to ensure he 
started out on the right foot with his team 
and his new boss. 

As I reflect on the last 30+ years since leav-
ing NDA, I’ve been the most energized and 
happy when I could be my authentic self.  
Try this yourself – reflect back on the times 
you’ve felt invincible, confident, and hope-
ful.  Then think of those times you did not 
feel like you were giving your best or able 
to achieve your full potential.  Was it you 
or someone else putting constraints on you? 
The only one you need permission from is 
yourself. 

When I was at NDA, I was very involved 
– in sports, in student council, and service 
– and those NDA experiences were my 
foundation for the future.  I credit much 
of my growth mindset to “that time in high 
school” – when I was trying new things to 
figure out what I loved.  Good leaders con-
tinue to learn and try new things.

As you are thinking about your career, here 
are a few more suggestions from my own 
experience: 

Take the jobs no one else wants.  You can 
probably make it better.  Be very clear about 
your reasons for taking the role and what 
you want to get out of it, and then if you 
find you’re in a job that doesn’t seem to add 
a lot of value – work to eliminate it.  I’ve 
done this twice in my life, and it has worked 
out ok for me. 

Build relationships.  Network.  You don’t 
have to hang out for coffee and drinks all the 
time.  You just need to be able to connect 
with people. Always start the conversation 
with, “What can I do for you?”  You’ll be 
amazed at how much that simple question 
comes back to you in so many ways.

Ask for help. When you define what help 
you need upfront, and you’re clear on what 
you need and want to be successful, people 
love to help.  I waited too long to ask for help 
once, and it hurt my credibility and the criti-
cal relationships were difficult to build back.  
This is where that network can really help.

Listen well.  Come into a role or a team 
with an open mind.  Listen first, and then 
give your thoughts and ideas.  I call it big 
ears and a small mouth.  Or others will say, 
“we have two ears for a reason.”

Leave your fingerprints. I know this may be 
counter to what our moms taught us – about 
cleaning up after ourselves, and leaving a 
place cleaner than we found it! By finger-
prints, I mean your impression, your legacy. 
Make a mark that lasts longer than you. 

“ Try this yourself – reflect 
back on the times you’ve 
felt invincible, confident, 
and hopeful.”    
— NANCY STOLFA LOEWE ’85

Be the leader you would want to follow. 
This means take the best parts of all the peo-
ple you’ve worked with and how they have 
inspired you or developed you.  Then, bring 
this into how you lead and work with your 
team.  Chances are you’ll become the leader 
you wish you had!

Coverstory

I have an army of people who love 
and support me. — MAGGIE STILLMAN ‘17
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MY PART IS NOT INSIGNIFICANT 
Sister Patricia Toce, SNDdeN, Theology Faculty Member

On February 2, Sister Pat Toce, SNDdeN 
shared remarks with students, faculty, and 
staff at the end of a special Mass celebrating 
the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord and 
the founding of the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur. In her reflection, she emphasized, that 
education in varied forms IS the best way to 
evoke change.

Today, the Sisters of Notre Dame minister 
on five continents expressing in our time as 
Julie did years ago, that God is good! Sisters 
work with refugees in London, street chil-
dren in Nairobi, immigrant farm workers 
in Florida, AIDS orphans in Zimbabwe, the 
homeless in Haiti, and always, with women 
and children, who are among the most vul-
nerable. 

Many of you have supported our efforts 
at NDA to make dresses over the past few 
years to send to Haiti. This year, we are 
again working on this project and hope to 
have 100 dresses and shorts (yes, we have 
branched out to include boys) ready for 
shipment to Sister Jeanette in Haiti by the 
end of April.

Thousands of Sisters of Notre Dame have 
taught children and adults over the years 
throughout the world.  In the United States, 
we continue to staff grammar schools, high 
schools, and three colleges (Emmanuel in 
Boston, Trinity in Washington DC, and 
Belmont in California). In addition, locally, 
we support Notre Dame Education Centers 
for adults in South Boston and Lawrence 
and a Christo Rey high school in Lawrence. 
All of these ministries have one aim: to pro-
claim in our time, as Saint Julie did in hers, 
that God is good and that through educa-
tion, change can be accomplished.

Sister Pat also added that we must recognize 
that the actions we take each day, contribute to 
a more just world. Although we do not always 
“see” the results of our efforts, we must remem-
ber that our task is to proclaim in our day as 
Saint Julie did in hers, that God is good. She 
used the following examples to explain her 
point: 

The Sisters of Notre Dame have had a pres-
ence in the United Nations as an NGO 
(non-governmental organization) for 14 
years. When Sister Grace Amarachi from 
Nigeria began her term in September 2016, 
she said “efforts to effect” systemic change 
at the global level often compares to hauling 
a huge rock up a steep hill on a rainy day.’ 
However, she didn’t stop with that idea, 
pointing only to the futility we feel at times 
when we think of the big picture. Her next 
statement was a reminder to all of us to heed 
the advice of Saint Francis of Assisi when he 
said, “Start by doing what is necessary, then 
do what is possible, and suddenly you are 
doing the impossible.”

And none of us can forget that on February 
15 we commemorated the 12th anniversary 
of the death of Sister Dorothy Stang in Bra-
zil. What was once thought of as impossible 
is now a reality. Her legacy continues. The 
people now challenge injustices and sustain 
a profound and irrepressible hope and be-
lief in the future, their future, a future they 
remember and revere as Sister Dorothy’s 
legacy to them.

Here at NDA, Saint Julie’s tradition is alive 
and evident: in the conversations in the 
classroom around justice issues, in the cam-
paigns that are conducted throughout the 
year, in the giving of time and talent of our 
students, faculty, and staff, in the care and 

“ . . . through education, 
change can be  
accomplished.”    
— SISTER PATRICIA TOCE, SNDDEN

concern with which you treat each other, in 
the thousand and one things we do each day 
to continue Saint Julie’s message that God 
is indeed good.

The gospel reading for the day recounted 
the story of Simeon and Anna as they en-
countered the newborn Christ in the Tem-
ple. Jesus’ parents had brought him to the 
Temple to fulfill the law. The two elders met 
the family and recognized the newborn as the 
Messiah. They were able to look beyond their 
expectations. Our question becomes can 
we be open enough to see God within and 
among us?  Can we proclaim the good news? 

Those questions are certainly for each one 
of us as individuals, but I think they also 
apply to us as a community. I believe that 
as a community we are so much more than 
just the sum of our parts. We have the po-
tential to proclaim the goodness of God in 
so many ways especially in this time of po-
litical, social, and cultural unrest.

Coverstory

Be like the sunflower that follows  
every movement of the sun and  
keep your eyes always turned  

towards our God.

INSPIRING WORDS FROM SAINT JULIE BILLIART 

“ Teach whatever is  
necessary to equip  
students for life.”   

“ No graces are greater than 
the gift of friendship.”   

“ Train up strong women.”

“ How good in the good God!”
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The Women of Distinction Awards recognize Notre Dame graduates’ service and achievement in their profession  
and in their community, and pay tribute to those who bring honor to their alma mater.  

We are pleased to announce the 2017 recipients: 

Women of Distinction

In Tanzania, a young girl named Hali Ya Hewa lives 
with her mother, Mama Mwaliko, a local entrepreneur 
and businesswoman.

This child was named for a young American who made 
an indelible impact on her mother: Hailey Chaloub. 

After completing her undergraduate degree at Stone-
hill College, Hailey moved to Tanzania to work with 
the nonprofit 2Seeds Network. The organization pro-
vides business and financial management training to 
communities in Tanzania, a path toward self-sustainment by build-
ing on individuals’ innate strengths and potential. 

In her first year with 2Seeds Network, Hailey worked alongside 
Mama Mwaliko, the chairwoman of a food processing business. The 
intellectual and emotional connection forged by the two women was 
a transformative experience for Hailey, a reminder to appreciate the 
desire for kinship that is intrinsic to human nature.

Hailey went on to serve as senior project coordinator for two years, 
supervising projects across the country and facilitating monthly lead-

ership and professional development workshops for 
the Tanzanian partners. 

Inspired by the resiliency, creativity, and entrepreneur-
ial drive of the businesspeople she met, Hailey looks 
back on her time in Tanzania as a period of substan-
tial personal growth. The success of the collaboration 
between the 2Seeds staff and the Tanzanian businesses 
highlights the need to embrace local knowledge, to put 
oneself into someone else’s shoes and to bring forth ac-
tion from that perspective, a spirit Hailey carries with 

her in her nonprofit work and life today. 

Hailey learned that while a word for “efficiency” does not exist in 
Swahili, she could embrace the chance to take things “pole, pole” 
“slowly, slowly.” Centering her days around the stories and spirit of 
her Tanzanian peers, Hailey fostered real, genuine connections that 
proved empowering for all involved. 

Outstanding Recent Graduate
Hailey Chalhoub ’06

I I

When Sister Rita Heywood attended Notre Dame 
Academy in Roxbury, her mother frequently joked, 
“You should bring your cot with you. You are there 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.”

Her dedicated disposition and enthusiastic engage-
ment proved to be emblematic of the exemplary char-
acter she has demonstrated throughout her life. 

From the time she was six years old, Sister Rita re-
members a great fondness for sharing knowledge with 
her peers, a love for education, and for teaching that led her to her 
vocation.

In her career in the classroom and later in roles as a coordinator for 
disability support services at the college level, Sister Rita aimed to see 
the potential in each and every student, empowering others through 
her educational efforts.

Always ready to evolve and change as the times requires, in “retire-
ment” Sister Rita has found a new way to connect with the wider 

world, bringing her passion for teaching to her minis-
try as US Coordinator of Justice, Peace, and Integrity 
of Creation for the Sisters of Notre Dame. 

In her role as coordinator, Sister Rita immerses her-
self in current issues, providing her fellow sisters with 
advocacy alerts, background information, and further 
explanation of the stances of the Sisters of Notre Dame 
on issues ranging from the Dakota pipeline to human 
trafficking to immigration reform. Sister Rita’s work 
in offering actionable steps toward increased peace and 

justice in our world contributes in a tangible way to the overall mis-
sion of the Sisters of Notre Dame. Whether achieved through tool 
kits, webinars, or online postings, Sister Rita’s ultimate goal in all her 
work is to spur her fellow Sisters to prayer and action around critical 
issues of our time.

With gratitude and humility, Sister Rita stands in solidarity with 
the poor and marginalized, emphasizing the human dignity of all by 
raising awareness for social justice issues among her fellow Sisters. 

Distinguished Graduate of the Year
Sister Rita Heywood, SNDdeN ’58R

I I

Most know Barbara and Brad Caron as de-
voted parents. Whether a lacrosse or soccer 
game, or an indoor track meet, if Madison ’12 
or Morgan ’16 were competing, their parents 
would be in the stands. 

Barbara was part of the inaugural committee 
that created the Out of the Blue Gala in 2009 
and remains a source of gentle advice for the 
Office of Institutional Advancement. Brad 
began his service to NDA a little later, first 
providing technical advice on the renovations of the Cardinal Cush-
ing Auditorium. As president of Signet Electronic Systems, he has 
made his company’s expertise available for multiple communications 
systems at Notre Dame, including the auditorium sound system.

Both Carons are quiet, but powerful forces behind the scenes, their 
modest and kind approach belying a firm grasp of the issues and 

willingness to do the hard work necessary to 
advance the NDA cause. 

Brad soon joined the Advancement Commit-
tee before moving on to serve a term on the 
Board of Directors. As chair of the Board’s 
Capital Planning Committee, Brad oversaw 
the planning and construction of the new mul-
tipurpose Astroturf field and athletic facility 
upgrades. He also led the national search for 
NDA’s first permanent lay president.

“Barbara and Brad have shown the depth of their commitment to the 
Academy, not just for their girls, but for Notre Dame’s future,” says 
Chief Advancement Officer Lynn Page Flaherty. “Their wisdon and 
their friendship are gifts that benefit the entire NDA community.” 

Friends of Notre Dame Academy
Barbara and Bradford Caron P’12 ’16 

I I

Just as St. Julie Billiart’s vision for the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur came to fruition with the support of Fancoise Blin de 
Bourdon, so too, does Notre Dame Academy rely on the commitment of others to bring our mission to life each day. The Friend 
award was created during our 160th anniversary celebrations to salute such individuals. 

Honoring Our Friends

bring honor to their alma mater

Honors Alumnae & Friends
The following individuals were honored at the Out of the Blue Gala on April 8

Notre Dame Academy  n

n
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Take a look at the school record books for shot put 
and discus and you’ll find one name: Grace Cunning-
ham, a graduate of the class of 2003.

From her very first seasons as a freshman athlete, 
Grace’s commitment to the sport found her captur-
ing numerous records and accolades. As a member of 
the indoor track and field team, Grace was a three-
time Dual County League Champion. She holds the 
overall school record in shot put and the Dual County  
league record.

Her accomplishments in the outdoor season tell a sim-
ilar story. Grace was a four-time Catholic Conference 
Champion in both shot put and discus. She is the 
current overall school record holder in both events. 
Grace also remains the record holder for the Catholic 
Conference in both events.

As the MIAA Division II Champion in indoor shot 
put, Grace was the first ever NDA athlete to compete 
at the U.S. Indoor Nationals. Grace went on to com-
pete in the sport at Brown University.

2017 NDA Athletics Hall of Fame Inductees I I

Notre Dame Academy Honors Alumnae & Friends

Grace Cunningham ’03 

In her four years as a key member of the Notre Dame 
Academy softball team, Molly Halloran Sacco was a 
mainstay in the infield. The stellar shortstop partici-
pated in 94 percent of innings played.

Her competitive nature, drive, and versatility led to a 
.441 batting average and .583 on-base percentage. As 
lead-off batter in her final season, Molly stole 15 bases 
and scored 17 runs. Away from the diamond, Molly 
was a four-year varsity athlete in soccer and basketball, 
garnering numerous accolades for her efforts.

A three sport, multi-year conference All Star, two time 
Patriot Ledger All Scholastic goaltender, and Patriot 
Ledger All Scholastic shortstop, Molly was awarded 
NDA’s Outstanding Athlete Award during her senior 
year. Her hard work and determination were virtually 
unparalleled. 

Molly Halloran Sacco ’94 

Every dynasty has its origin. For Notre 
Dame Academy Golf, an incredible streak 
of 11 consecutive state championships 
began with the inspirational excellence 
shown in 2002.

With a deep commitment to the team 
and the sport, Coach David Gianferante 
and team captains Angela LeVangie ’02, 
Elizabeth Morrison ’02, and Alexandra 
Bocon ’02 set in motion what would become a 188-0 record.

Coach Gianferante was a fierce advocate for girls’ golf in Massachu-
setts and a driving force behind the inception of the girls’ golf team 
state tournament. In the inaugural year in 2001, the NDA team 
placed fourth, but quickly rose to the top the following year.

Caitlin Bearce ’03, Angela LeVangie, Jen Dunphy, and Susie Mc-
Cann represented NDA at the 2002 tournament, contributing to a 

team score of 366. Maura Cluett ’03 and 
Liz Morrison also played to round out the 
team’s top six entries.

The team made its way to the National 
Federation of High Schools (NFHS) re-
cord books for posting their extraordinary 
188 win record and amassing quite the 
collection of hardware.

Coach Gianferante went on to become 
Boston Globe Coach of the Year in 2005 and 2009 and was recog-
nized as Golf Coach of the Year by the Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association (MIAA) and the NFHS.

Aside from the tangible victories, the 2002 golf team left a whole-
hearted focus on teamwork and an unwavering dedication to integ-
rity, an indelible legacy that continues today.

2002 State Champion Golf Team I I

Notre Dame Academy relies on the commitment 
of others to bring our mission to life each day.

“ Making an annual donation to NDA has never been a question for me – 
but being able to increase my donation each year has not been as easy.  

 I was so happy when I learned about NDA’s True Blue recurring gift  
program which allows me to have my donation automatically charged 
every month. This means I can increase my donation, make it consistent, 
and it is so easy to track for our taxes. 

 An added bonus is that every month I receive a handwritten note from  
the school thanking me for my donation. This only affirms my commitment 
to NDA and its future.”

 — Jane Dever Barry ’76

To learn more about the True Blue program, please visit www.ndahingham.com/trueblue.



Save the Date for Gala 2018 
Saturday, April 7, 2018 – Lombardo’s, Randolph MA 2018

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 2017 Out of the 
Blue Gala! The evening was an amazing celebration of the stu-
dents, faculty, alumnae, parents, and friends who make ours such 
a special community. 

The Academy’s commitment to financial aid is at the heart of who 
we are as a school sponsored by the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur. Each year, the funds raised at the Out of the Blue Gala 
help make NDA possible for some amazing young women. This 
year, more than $153,000 was directed to this critical purpose. 

Out of the

Advancing NDA

1) A big thank you to our MC Erin Henry-Verina ’98 for her commanding performance.

2) Nancy Doyle Graham’68 P’88 ’91 ’93, Dorothy Madden Dunford ’65R, and Susan  
Graham Bairstow ’91 enjoying the cocktail reception. 

3) Parents Kimberly & Kevin Dee P’22 and Sarah Nunnery P’22

4) The program included characters from the fall musical The Wizard of Oz (from l-r   
Maddie Chaunt ’18, Kate Sullivan ’17, Ashley Hayes ’19, and Olivia Vegnani ’18). 

5) Kudos to our wonderful student volunteers who helped make the event run smoothly,  
including: (from l-r) Ava Dooley ’17, Devyn DeFalco ’17, Mary Kate Gallagher ’17,  
and Marissa Gallotto ’17

6) The “Heads or Tails” contest is always a crowd favorite. This year NDA Spanish teacher 
Marianne Martin was the winner. 

7) Franny Andahazy P’16 ’19 and Party By Design Events designed the look of this year’s 
Gala. Juniors Ashley Antico and Marina Petrillo stand in front of PBD’s “Women of  
Impact” quote wall. 

8) Beth Pasciucco ’80 surprised Athletic Director Donna Brickley with the announcement  
of the new “Donna Brickley Wellness Center.” 
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1) Members of the Class of 1962 Roxbury 
browsed the archives on a self-guided tour.

2) Alumnae were thrilled to reconnect for 
their 50th reunion! 

3) We loved having Sisters of Notre Dame  
de Namur Anne Malone ’67, Virginia  
Mulhern ’47R, and Ann Daly ’62R  
here to celebrate their reunions.

4) It was a walk down memory lane for the 
ladies of the Class of 1957 Roxbury.

5) Annelle Hickey Rowen ’67, who traveled 
from Ireland to celebrate her 50th reunion, 
received her Golden Diploma from  
Kelly Ewanich ’18.

6) Cara Smith-Ward and Maura Carney, 
members of the Class of 1982, enjoyed  
a school tour.

7) Members of the Class of 1977 celebrated 
their 40th reunion at NDA before heading 
off to their class reception in Weymouth.

8) Alumnae celebrated their 45th reunion  
at Common Market in Quincy.

9) The ladies from 1987 had a great time  
at Abby Park in Milton.

10) The Class of 1997 celebrated their  
20th reunion. 
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With more than 150 graduates in attendance, this year’s Reunion Weekend  
was a huge success! Thank you to all who were able to join us! 

Reunion 2017



1962 
class agents
Sally Burns Dizinno 
sallyjdiz@gmail.com

Susan Lewis  
selwrhs@aol.com

Ellen Lawler Ugi 
lnug@yahoo.com

Please pray for Mary Currier  
Fitzpatrick whose sister Catherine 
Currier ’58R passed away on  
November 10.

Thank you Marie Battista Barber 
for serving as a host for our annual 
Naples Luncheon. We loved catch-
ing up with Marie and Mary Lou 
Bennett McNulty while we were  
in Florida.

1963
class agents
Sandra Wysong Deneault-McNitt 
smdeneault@aol.com

Elizabeth Ballantyne Mullen 
bettemlln@aol.com

Please pray for Carol Nyhan Dyer 
whose husband William “Billy” 
Dyer passed away on October 26.

Please pray for Anne Colwell  
Desmond whose brother Bill  
Colwell passed on March 4.

Thank you to Angela Capucci  
Aquilino for joining us at the  
Naples Luncheon in March.

1964
class agents
Maureen White 
dr.maureenwhite@gmail.com

Carolyn Combie Dolan 
dolanncdolan@aol.com

Karen Mulloney Rattin 
krattin@yahoo.com

1965
class agent
Mary Mulvoy Lofty 
mmlofty@aol.com

1966
class agents
Mary Ann Stanford McCulley 
mamcculley@hotmail.com

Catherine Coccimiglio 
cocci17@verizon.net

1967 
class agent
Sr. Anne Malone 
anne.malone@sndden.org

1968
Nancy Doyle Graham 
nancygraham410@gmail.com

Elizabeth MacDonald Cicchese 
lizcicchese@comcast.net

Maryellen Madden McGarty 
maryellen.mcgarty@gmail.com

1969
class agent
Julie Nesbitt Valiton 
julievali@att.net

Thank you Anne Louise Bennett 
Hicks for helping host our annual 
Naples Luncheon. 

Please keep Leslie Mattie Milewski 
in your thoughts and prayers; her 
mother Catherine Mattie passed 
away on January 10.

1970
class agents
Mary Barry

Eleanore Gately 
lee.gately@gmail.com

1971
class agents
Mary Ganley Montanari 
montanari@comcast.net

Carol Cote Schneider 
schneider1242@fairpoint.net

Please pray for Carolyn Keefe 
Thompson whose mother Theresa 
Scannell Keefe ’42R passed away 
on August 28, 2016.

Thank you to Jane Branca for join-
ing us at the Naples Luncheon in 
March. Jane recently retired from 
MGH. She currently serves on 
both the Finance and Strategic 
Planning committees for the  
NDA Board of Directors. 

Please pray for Christine Handra-
han Schroeder whose mother  
Ann passed away on February 21.

1972 
class agents
Katherine Fogarty 
katherinefogarty@comcast.net

Jane Malloy Corry 
corry.jm@gmail.com

1973
class agents
Judith White 
judy.white@freshfoodsales.com

Brenda McHugh King 
bbking007@aol.com

Denise Murphy Cargill

1974
class agents
Megan Tonderys Bearce 
megantbearce@gmail.com

Members of the Class of 1974 
went to visit former teachers in 
Ipswich. See photo.

1975
class agents
Maria Gillis Read

Paula Carroll Pozniak 
pozniaks@comcast.net

Maureen Sullivan 
msullivan@gmail.com

Kerry Gilmore Burke 
kerrygburke@gmail.com

Rear Admiral Margaret “Peg” 
DeLuca Klein was honored in Feb-
ruary at a retirement ceremony at 
the US Naval Academy. Congratula-
tions on this special milestone, Peg!

1941
class agent
Isabelle Hurley Walsh 
walshi799@aol.com

1942
class agent
Elizabeth McCarty Grimes

1944
class agent
Eleanor Hannigan McKinnon

1947
class agent
Mary Appleton Dandrow

1948
We loved hearing from Helen  
Halpin McCarney from the 
Roxbury class. She is now the 
president of the newly formed 
alumni association of Miss Senior 
America. Helen also serves as the 
master of ceremony each year at a 
show that brings former winners 
of the Miss Senior America pag-
eant to Atlantic City.

1949
class agent
Patricia O’Neal Schmitt 
hjschmitt@comcast.net

1950
class agent
Joanne Roland McCarthy 
jjmesq@beld.net

The Class of 1950 gathered at the 
Woodland Country Club in Au-
burndale on May 17. Email Joanne 
Roland McCarthy at jjmesq@beld.
net for more information.

1952
Please keep Rose Fondacaro 
Streeter in your prayers. She lost 
her husband in September and is  
moving to Ohio to be closer to  
her family.

1953 Granby Street
class agent
Rita Greene Sullivan 
jsulliva@iapartners.com

1953 Roxbury
class agent
Gloria Spriano O’Connor

1954 Granby Street
class agent
Carolyn Nash Blair 
cmblair8@comcast.net

Thank you Mary Ellen Monahan 
Curtis GP’11 for helping host our 
annual Naples Luncheon. We had 
a great time catching up with Mary 
Ellen, Carol Brugman Melley, and 
Bonnie Walsh Stoloski in Florida.

1955 Roxbury
class agent
Sheila Sullivan Henaghan 
shenaghan@aol.com

1955
class agent
Anne Clancy Botsch

1956
class agents
Barbara Gilboy Gillis 
barbaratgillis@aol.com

Virginia Burchill Shannon 
virginiashannon11@comcast.net

Carol Wynne McDermott 
cjmcder@earthlink.net

Thank you to Eleanor Coppola 
Brown for joining us at the Naples 
Luncheon in March.

It was great to hear from  
Carol Klein. She wrote to share  
“I enjoyed our 60th reunion with 
the classmates who were able to 
attend. My best to all.”

1957 
class agent
Patricia Fagan Arnold 
patsea17@aol.com

Please pray for Sister Virginia  
West ’57R whose brother Bob 
passed away on January 25.

1958
class agents
Anne Reardon Gildea 
amgildea@comcast.net

Adele Chapman Urbsas 
jaurbsas@gmail.com

Mary Kelly Bartsch 
mpbartsch@comcast.net

Sr. Rita Heywood was honored at 
this year’s Out of the Blue Gala as 
the 2017 Distinguised Graduate of 
the Year. Read more on page 18.

1959
class agent
Dorothea Conway O’Connell 
speechwin@verizon.net

1960
class agents
Anne Madden Fancelli 
illecnaf@yahoo.com

Judith Kerrigan Gunderson 
jude2643@aol.com

Please pray for Judith Braconi 
Romaine whose son Brian 
Duffy passed away on October 24.

Our condolences go out to Bar-
bara Drew Roper whose husband 
William “Billy” Roper passed away 
on December 25.

1961
class agents
Mary Gillen McElroy 
cohmary@aol.com

Mary McGivern Bell 
belleight@aol.com
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Class
news received through march 2, 2017

notes
Classnotes

Class Notes is a compilation of news and announcements submitted by alumnae and their families, augmented with in-

formation gathered by the Alumnae Relations Office. To share your note, please visit www.ndahingham.com/classnote. 

Photo 13: Members of the Class of 1974 went to visit former teachers in 
Ipswich. Sitting L to R:  Sr. Patricia Gertrude, Sr. Immaculata Marie, 
Sr. Marie McDonald; Standing L to R: Adrienne Cote, Marie Dunn  
Catalane, and Meagan Bearce.

1 Paula DeLuca ’77, Rear Admiral Peg DeLuca Klein ’75, and Ellyn  
Sartucci Dunford ’77 celebrate Rear Admiral Klein’s retirement. 

2 Ellyn Sartucci Dunford ’77 meeting with spouses of the most-senior  
enlisted members of the military.

1

2



 

Winter Alumnae Events    
young alumnae reunions 
This November, we had a great group of young alumnae 
gather for their reunions.

christmas playdate
Santa Claus was full of cheer when he joined us for our 
annual Christmas Playdate. He and his jolly elves had a 
wonderful time singing.

class of 2016 yearbook reception  
Members of the Class of 2016 were invited back to NDA 
for their Yearbook Reception in January. It was wonderful 
to catch up with our newest alumnae and hear how much 
they’re enjoying college.

1976
class agents
Mary Beth Vargus 
mvargus@comcast.net

Jane Dever Barry 
jjc202@verizon.net

Please keep Mary O’Keeffe in your 
thoughts and prayers. Her sister, 
Eileen O’Keeffe passed away on 
November 12.

Jane Dever Barry spoke about 
Ethics in Business in Sr. Pat Toce’s 
Ethics class this month. Jane, a Se-
nior Loan Originator at Braintree 
Cooperative Bank, shared her ex-
perience making ethical decisions 
in the workplace and how those 
choices have shaped her career.

1977
class agent
Patricia Malone Perry 
pmperry@hotmail.com

Ellen Ferriter McAllister 
kmcallifam@comcast.net

Ellyn Sartucci Dunford, wife of  
Marine Corps General Joe Dun-
ford, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, met with the spouses of 
the most-senior enlisted members 
of the military at the Pentagon last 
month. Ellyn offered advice on 
balancing their marriage, children, 
careers, and more. Ellyn attended 
the retirement ceremony for Rear 
Admiral Margaret “Peg” DeLuca 
Klein ’75 and reunited with class-
mate, Paula DeLuca, at the US 
Naval Academy.

Please pray for Susan Karle Fergu-
son whose brother John P. Karle, 
Jr. passed away unexpectedly in 
May 2016. John is also survived  
by Patricia Karle Jenkins ’78 and 
Priscilla Karle Pilon ’82.

Please keep Mary Dilley Hawkins 
in your thoughts and prayers; her 
father Dennis Dilley passed away 
on February 2.

1978
class agent
Dianne Chase 
diannechase1@gmail.com

Please pray for Karen Suther-
land Giovannucci whose husband 
Robert Giovannucci passed away 
on December 7.

Please pray for Patricia Karle Jen-
kins whose brother John P. Karle, 
Jr. passed away unexpectedly in 
May 2016. John is also survived 
by Susan Karle Ferguson ’77 and 
Priscilla Karle Pilon ’82.

1979
class agents
Rita McNulty Taugher 
ritataugher@taugher.com

Elisabeth Scannell Stieb 
estieb@comcast.net

Ann Rouleau 
ann.rouleau@nemoves.com

Please pray for Lisa Scannell Stieb 
whose mother Barbara Scannell 
passed away on December 4.

Please keep Marisa Dilley Millard 
in your thoughts and prayers; her 
father Dennis Dilley passed away 
on February 2.

1980
class agents
Michelle McGee 
mmcgee@kdmpc.com

Janice Hayes-Cha 
jhayescha@gmail.com

Shelagh Foley Sullivan 
shelagh@optonline.net

Linda Shaughnessy Leroy 
ljleroy1@aol.com

1981
class agent
Lauren Murphy Tobin 
tobin72@comcast.net

Mary Sullivan Butler 
butler.dux@comcast.net

Joyce Linehan was featured in the 
Boston Globe for her role as Chief 
of Policy for Mayor Marty Walsh. 
Walsh said he admires Linehan’s 
“hard work, progressive values, 
passion, and drive.”

Thank you to Catherine Hayes-Duf-
fey P’18 for being part of our Out 
of the Blue Gala committee.

1982 
class agent
Maureen Feeley Ridings 
mridings1@comcast.net

Please pray for Priscilla Karle Pilon 
whose brother John P. Karle, Jr. 
passed away unexpectedly in May 
2016. John is also survived by 
Susan Karle Ferguson ’77 and  
Patricia Karle Jenkins ’78.

1983
class agent
Diane O’Brien Gaudet 
diane.gaudet@gmail.com

Linda Federico 
lfederico@cookandcompany.com

Jeanne Higgins 
jeannehiggins5@comcast.net

Kathleen Ann Benedict ’83 is  
asking for prayers.

1984
class agents
Jill Flaherty Dunbar 
jill3@comcast.net

Kimberly Carvelli-Marcia 
kimmarcia@mac.com

Jennifer McDermott Lance 
jen.lance@live.com

Please keep Gina Dilley Seyfried 
in your thoughts and prayers; her 
father Dennis Dilley passed away 
on February 2.

1985
class agents
Jennifer Clary Rohnstock 
jcrohnstock@comcast.net

Nancy Stolfa Loewe 
loewenancy@yahoo.com

Please keep Denise Dilley Boll in 
your thoughts and prayers; her 
father Dennis Dilley passed away 
on February 2.

Thank you to Trish Leary Shepherd 
P’18 for being part of our Out of 
the Blue Gala Executive Board. 

Please keep Jennifer Clary Rohn-
stock in your prayers. Her father 
William Clary passed away on 
March 12.

1986
class agents
Kathryn McConville Flatley 
kateflats@yahoo.com

Ellen Sullivan Haynes 
ellenhaynes@embarqmail.com

Mary Furlong Healey 
mary.healey@comcast.net

Thank you to Kim Norton Peters 
P’19 for being part of our Out of 
the Blue Gala committee.

Deanne Pickett Wherry is the Vice 
President of Product Development 
and Management at Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Massachusetts. 
Deanne has been with BCBSMA 
for 24 years. She lives in Medford 
with her husband, Rick, and two 
daughters, Audrey and Loren. In 
her free time, Deanne continues to 
play the violin and is currently on 
the board at Artists for Humanity.

1987
class agent
Patricia Hart Kelly 
pattikelly48@hotmail.com

Heather Stevens Cronin traveled 
to Haiti in April with supplies for 
Devoted to Children, a non-profit 
started by fellow classmate Kristin 
O’Connell. The D2C Foundation 
provides a long-term home and life-
long family for children who were 
abandoned or orphaned. To learn 
more or make a donation, please 
visit www.devoted2children.org.

Thank you to Eileen Malone  
Corbett P’17 for being part of our 
Out of the Blue Gala committee.
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Adrienne Timilty Vigilante ’88 is working to help parents fight obesity in 
preschoolers.

Carolyn Niosi, Caliann Murray, Kayleen Lenihan, and Julia Casey 
catching up.

The Class of 2001’s 15th Reunion was a family affair. The class gathered at  
The Neighborhood Club of Quincy.

The Class of 2006 was well represented at The Quarry Restaurant in Hingham.

The Class of 2011 had one of the highest turn outs! Our newest reunioners celebrated  
their 5th at The Whiskey Priest in Boston.

Santa with his helpful elves

Erin Wall Brighton ’94 brought her five children (Julia, Rory,  
Keegan, Quinn, and Noelle) to the playdate while visiting from 
Charlotte, North Carolina.



 

Congratulations Nancy Quinlan 
and her husband Brian on the 
birth of their son Thomas Daniel 
Costa on February 16. Proud aunts 
include Shannon Quinlan ‘86, 
Elizabeth Quinlan Foster ’98, and 
Michelle Quinlan Rancourt ’98.

Thank you to Sheila Elledge Court-
ney for being part of our Out of 
the Blue Gala Executive Board. She 
and Liz Shanley Casal are import-
ant contributors to the committee.

1995
class agents
Elizabeth Banker Costello 
costellolibby@yahoo.com

Jennifer Howley D’Ambra 
dambrajenn@gmail.com

Marianne Kroha 
marianne_kroha@yahoo.com

Nicole Palermo-Cristaldi 
palermocristaldi@gmail.com

1996
class agents
Adrienne Fowkes Ramsey 
aramsey@babson.edu

Kara Lynch 
karalynch01@gmail.com

Gina Muscato 
you522@aol.com

Luiza Nanu Pellerin 
luizapellerin@hotmail.com

Heather Oberg Brown 
hoberg00@yahoo.com

Jennifer Schraut 
jennschraut@gmail.com

Kameelah Benjamin-Fuller pro-
duced and performed in a show to 
benefit the Alternatives to Violence 
project at Great Scott in Allston  
in March.

Our prayers go out to Lauren 
Campbell McClain whose mother 
Barbara Campbell passed away on 
February 27.

1997 
class agents
Colleen Carney O’Sullivan 
collcarneyeen@gmail.com

Elizabeth Condon Driscoll

Erin Fontana Faulhaber 
efaulhaber30@gmail.com

Therese Plaehn was featured on 
zackcalhoon.blogspot.com for her 
acting and writing career. Therese 
is also a writer/contributing pro-
ducer at Pretty Good Friends, a 
comedy company. Her work in-
cludes Broadway and off-Broadway 
productions, as well as television.

Sarma, a Middle Eastern small 
plates restaurant in Somerville’s 
Winter Hill neighborhood, was 
named one of the best restaurants 
in America by Eater this month. 
Sarma’s head chef is our very own 
Cassie Kyriakides Piuma.

Amy Flynn Doherty and her hus-
band welcomed Emma Claire 
Doherty on December 15. Emma 
joins big brother Sean at home in 
Pembroke.

Congratulations Deirdre Rynne 
who married Erik Annan at St. 
Mary’s of the Nativity Church in 
Scituate, Massachusetts in Octo-
ber. Deirdre has been teaching and 
coaching (skiing and sailing) at St. 
Sebastian’s School in Needham 
for 14 years.

1998
class agents
Lindsay Worswick-Caron 
lindsaycaron714@gmail.com

Courtney Curran Bulman 
courtneylcurran@gmail.com

Lindsay Deneault Hobart 
lindsay@elitedance.us

Claire Duffy 
claireduffyfinn@gmail.com

Allison Quinn Guido 
quinn_a33@hotmail.com

Thank you to Erin Henry-Verina 
’98 who served as our incredible 
Master of Ceremonies at the Out 
of the Blue Gala in April.

Thank you to Courtney Curran for 
being part of our Out of the Blue 
Gala committee.

1999
class agents
Jennifer Boussy Carroll 
jenniferboussycarroll@gmail.com

Amanda Callahan 
acallahan@rwu.edu

Kristen Cwirka Swenson 
kcwirka@hotmail.com

Caitlin Fowkes Jamali 
caitlin.jamali@gmail.com

Ashley Peterson 
ashley_taylor_peterson@yahoo.com

2000
class agents
Meghan Corry 
mmcorry@aol.com

Hayley Cammarata 
hayleycammarata@yahoo.com

Carolyn Launie Nolan 
carolyn.l.nolan@gmail.com

Courtney Madden 
courtney.m.madden@gmail.com

Hayley Cammarata will be trav-
eling to Haiti with a group called 
ServeHAITI. She will be in service 
to the people of Gran Bois, in an 
effort to help provide clean water, 
education, healthcare, nutrition, 
and economic development. You 
can support Hayley via her Go-
Fund me page at www.gofundme.
com/HC-ServeHaiti.

2001
class agents
Alyssa Mazeika 
alyssa.mazeika@gmail.com

Marisa Donelan’s father Dr. Mark 
Donelan joined Kathleen Salvucci 
’11 and Renee Ouellette ’15 as vol-
unteers with a medical mission in 
the La Romana area of the Domin-
ican Republic this past summer.

2002
class agents
Erin Daly 
erin.m.daly@gmail.com

Jillian Harrison Dumas 
jillharrison@gmail.com
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1988
class agents
Amy Graham Delaney 
amy@delaneypnp.com

Adrienne Timilty Vigilante, a 
member of the Community Action 
Agency of Somerville (CAAS) and 
an employee of Head Start, is 
working to help parents to fight 
obesity in preschoolers. She has 
also been working on the Skate 
Park Revitalization project. As the 
only woman on the committee, 
Adrienne takes “playing like a girl” 
very seriously. She was the writer 
for the Community Preservation 
Act, a grant that funded $375,000 
for the project. Adrienne shares “I 
feel blessed in that I work in a field 
that supports at-risk children and  
families, and now have found my 
niche as an administrator. I feel 
blessed, too, that I am able to use 
my love for my local community 
youth and grant writing skills to 
make a difference.”

Please pray for Kate Handrahan 
Nelson whose mother Ann passed 
away on February 21.

Amy Graham Delaney and her son 
Jack traveled to the Dominican 
Republic in February for a nurse 
led mission trip with Intercultural 
Nursing, Inc.

Please pray for Christina Faunce 
Deignan whose brother Gerald 
Robert Faunce, Jr. passed away  
on January 31.

1989
class agents
Colleen Knight Harvey 
colleenharvey2@gmail.com

Ann Furlong Luukko 
aluukko@comcast.net

Eileen DeGraan Flaherty 
edflaherty@partners.org

1990
class agent
Beth Bernier Crowell 
bethcrowell@yahoo.com

Please keep Melissa Clary in your 
prayers. Her father William Clary 
passed away on March 12.

1991
class agents
Kathryn Sullivan Everett 
katie@thelynchfoundation.com

Tabitha LaFarge Ross 
tross@nixonpeabody.com

Shelagh Foley O’Brien 
shelaghfobrien@gmail.com

Robin Sullivan Campbell 
mike-robin98@mindspring.com

We loved catching up with Kerry 
Ann Manley Perniola’s parents, 
Thomas and Patricia, at the  
Naples Luncheon in March. 

1992 
class agents
Amy Hunter-Torres 
amytorres777@gmail.com

Terri Santoro Schaffer 
tas1120@gmail.com

Kathleen Devin Dauphinais 
katedauphinais@hotmail.com

Kendra LaFauci Garvin 
kenggiovanna@yahoo.com

Congratulations Marybethe 
Elledge who married Dr. Amdi 
Sabeti at The Nantucket Hotel in 
December. And thank you to Mary-
bethe for being part of our Out of 
the Blue Gala Executive Board. It’s 
been a busy fall and winter for her!

1993
class agents
Nicole Anderson Cox 
nicoleacox@comcast.net

Erika Rettman Welch

Amanda Condon Adamczyk 
apadamczyk@gmail.com

Thank you to Nora Conway Herrin 
for taking time to meet with mem-
bers of the Advancement Office 
at Google in Cambridge. We love 
hearing about our graduates in 
technology.

1994
class agents
Erin Wall Brighton 
erin.brighton@gmail.com

Sheila Elledge Courtney 
sheilacourt@aol.com

Jennifer Mackin Bruce 
jmackin31@gmail.com

Molly Halloran Sacco was in-
ducted into the NDA Athletics 
Hall of Fame; she was honored at 
this year’s Out of the Blue Gala on 
April 8. Read more on page XX.

Erin Wall Brighton was accepted 
as a member of the Association 
of Food Journalists. Check out her 
blog for over 500 recipes! Visit 
cookingwitherin.com!

Classnotes

1 Emma Claire Doherty, daughter of Amy Flynn Doherty ‘97.

2 Therese Plaehn ’97 was featured on NYC playwright Zach Calhoon’s 
“People You Should Know” blog.

3 NDA at the wedding of Deirdre Rynne ’97: maid of honor Bridget 
Rynne ’99, Tierney Oslin ’99, Kelly Miller Brumleve ’97, Leigh-Anne 
Cole ’98, Kristen Sullivan St. Amour ‘97 (back) and Sarah Callahan 
Reggio ’01 were in attendance.

4 Marybethe Elledge Sabeti at her December wedding to  
Dr. Amdi Sabeti.

Classnotes

1 2

3 4

Fall Reunions
Save the date: Saturday, November 25

2002, 2007, and 2012    

If you would like to be a part of your  
class reunion planning committee, please contact 

Stevie Lee Taylor in the Alumnae Relations Office at 
staylor@ndahingham.com or 781.749.5930,  
ext. 2247. Planning will begin this summer!

1 Leah Moschella ’02 served 
as this year’s keynote 
speaker at NDA’s Moth-
er-Daughter Brunch. 

2-3 Jenna Paone ’02 and her 
husband Frank Nagle at the 
2017 Grammy Awards.

31 2



Classnotes

Members of the 2002 NDA Golf 
State Championship team were in-
ducted into the NDA Athletics Hall 
of Fame. Members were honored 
at this year’s Out of the Blue Gala 
and include: Caitlin Bearce, Angela 
LeVangie, Jen Dunphy Krowchun, 
Susie McMann, Maura Cluett, 
and Liz Morrison. Read more on 
page 21.

Leah Moschella served as this 
year’s keynote speaker at NDA’s 
Mother-Daughter Brunch. Leah is 
the founder and executive director 
of Boston GLOW, a group dedi-
cated to fostering opportunities 
for women of all ages to become 
empowered community leaders 
and active world citizens. Check 
out her essay on page 11 to  
learn more.

Congratulations to Michelle Sonia 
Wilkinson who was recently pro-
moted to Senior Manager at ECG 
Management Consultants.

This past January, songwriter/
recording artist Jenna Paone 
performed at the 2017 She Rocks 
Awards, which celebrates the 
achievements of women in the 
music industry. Jenna also at-
tended the 2017 GRAMMY Awards 
and is currently in the studio 
recording new material to be re-
leased later this year. 

2003
class agent
Meredith Daly 
meredithdaly@gmail.com

Grace Cunningham was inducted 
into the NDA Athletics Hall of 
Fame; she was honored at this 
year’s Out of the Blue Gala on 
April 8. Read more on page 20.

Caitlin Bearce, Susie McMann, and 
Maura Cluett were inducted into 
the NDA Athletics Hall of Fame 
in April as members of the state 
championship winning 2002 Golft 
Team. Read more on page 21.

Thank you to Lindsey Gatto Harr 
for being part of our Out of the 
Blue Gala committee.

2004
class agents
Meaghan Cotter 
meaghanmariecotter@gmail.com

Jill O’Sullivan 
osullivan.jill@gmail.com

2005
class agents
Katelyn D’entremont 
kdentremont8@gmail.com

Kristina Valente 
krvalente@statestreet.com

Amy Wright 
ponzatron@gmail.com

Thank you to Kristina Valente for 
serving as our trivia master at our 
third Tailgate Trivia night. 

2006
class agents
Meagan Dwyer Rubino

Molly English 
englishm@advisory.com

Alyssa Williams Marston 
alyssa_8637@verizon.net

Elyse Foley welcomed baby boy 
Mason Steven Dyment in Sep-
tember. 

Congratulations to Allie Hanlon 
who married Justin Flood on 
January 21 at St. Cecilia Parish in 
Boston.

Francesca Federico ‘06, co-
founder and principal at Twelve 
Points Wealth Management, has 
been named a Top Woman Advi-
sor by the National Association of 
Plan Advisors (NAPA). Francesca 
was selected from a group of 500 
nominations from across the 
country. Also, please keep her and 
her family in your prayers; she lost 
her grandmother in January. 

2007
class agents
Maura Dee 
mdee1811@gmail.com

Fiona Moriarty 
fionamcmoriarty@gmail.com

Mary Kate Jasper 
marykate.jasper@gmail.com

Molly Griffin 
mgriffin109@gmail.com

Please pray for Catherine Federico 
whose grandmother passed away 
on January 12. 

Julia Pepe ’07 was recently named 
as director of business develop-
ment by Cutters Studios in  
New York.

2008
class agent
Brittany Concannon 
brittany912@verizon.net

Hilary Ippolito 
hippolito@cityyear.org

Margaret Maguire 
margaretmaguire27@gmail.com

Joanna Timmons 
jmtimmons2@gmail.com

2009
class agents
Kara Dunford 
kedunford@gmail.com

Margaret Holland 
maggiemags1516@yahoo.com

Molly Burke 
mollys.burke@gmail.com

Hailey Chalhoub was honored at 
this year’s Out of the Blue Gala 
as the 2017 Outstanding Recent 
Graduate of the Year. Read more 
on page 19.

Congratulations to Mariel Wade 
who founded Dripping Dream Vin-
tage and was recently featured on 
The Girl in Real Life website.

Natalie Glines is currently working 
on Mars science for NASA with 
the Search for Extraterrestrial 
Intelligence (SETI) Institute in 
California.

We loved hearing from Charlotte 
Guiney who is working as a Cyber 
Threat Analyst at State Street.

2010
class agents
Emily Donovan 
emdonovan16@gmail.com

Caroline Roche 
carroche1@verizon.net

Angela Skeiber 
angela.skeiber@gmail.com

Katie Linskey returned to NDA to 
speak to students in the Honors 
Just Choices classes. Katie has 
spent time volunteering abroad 
and working stateside to support 
an organization called Homes of 
Hope India, which partners with 

Catholic nuns in India to rescue, 
house, and educate abandoned 
and orphaned girls. Katie shared 
“It was so wonderful to meet the 
next generation of empathetic and 
engaged NDA girls. I hope that the 
presentation lit a spark for some 
of them!” If anyone is interested 
in getting involved with the or-
ganization, please email Katie at 
linskeykatey@gmail.com.

Michelle Garofalo, a mechanical 
engineer at Fixed Wing, recently 
attended the Society of Women 
Engineers (SWE) Conference. 
SWE’s mission is to “stimulate 
women to achieve full potential is 
careers as engineers and leaders, 
expand the image of the engineer-
ing profession as a positive force 
in improving the quality of life 
and demonstrating the value of 
diversity”. Michelle was excited to 
share some of their program ideas 
that could benefit current NDA 
students. 

2011
class agents
Emily Cross 
eecros15@g.holycross.edu

Sarah Jasper 
sajas82@gmail.com

Kelsey Lutch 
kelsey.d.lutch@aol.com

Ciara McManus 
ciaraesm@gmail.com

This past summer, Kathleen  
Salvucci, Renee Ouellette ’15, and 
Dr. Mark Donelan P’01 (father 
of Marisa Donelan) volunteered 
with a medical mission in the La 
Romana area of the Dominican 
Republic. 

2012
class agents
Eileen O’Malley O’Malley 
omalley134@comcast.net

Maeghan Price 
mmprice@umass.edu

Nina Murney, who helped design 
both the Gala invitation and the 
cover of this issue of vita!, was 
recently hired as the Jr. Graphic 
Designer at SmartPak in Plymouth. 

Rachel Morton graduated cum 
laude from Fairfield’s School of 

Nursing in 2016. She is currently 
working as a nurse at Tufts Medi-
cal Center in Boston.

Julie Rohnstock ’12 was recently 
featured in Boston Globe Maga-
zine’s “Dining with Cupid.” Also, 
keep Julie in your thoughts; her 
grandfather William Clary passed 
away on March 12.

2013
class agents
Gabrielle Corner 
gabrielle.corner@gmail.com

Kayla Valente 
kayla.valente@student.fairfield.edu

Julianne McShane is a senior in 
NYU’s Global Liberal Studies 
Program with a concentration in 
Contemporary Culture and Cre-
ative Production and a minor in 
French. She is currently interning 
in Breaking News/Special Reports 
at NBC News.

Emily Smith was named to the St. 
Lawrence University’s Dean’s List 
for the Fall 2016 semester. 

Erin Comeau was named to the 
University of Delaware’s Dean’s 
List and Samantha Mastrogiacomo 
was recognized for earning a 
spot on the Dean’s List at Loyola 
University Maryland for the same 
semester.

2014
class agents
Rebecca Letsche 
rebeccaletsche@aol.com

Caitlin Costello 
ccostel5@providence.edu

Maeve Westwater 
maevehwestwater@gmail.com

Special thanks to Casey Callahan 
who spoke to the Honors Just 
Choices class about her semester 
in Uganda. While living with a 
family there, she attended Uganda 
Christian University and had an 
internship working with orphans 
and vulnerable children.

Sophia Campot-Eagan was named 
to the Emmanuel College Dean’s 
List for the Fall 2016 semester.

Kimberly Ford was recognized on 
the Dean’s List at the University of 
Alabama.

Natalia Mirabito spent the fall 
semester at Symphony Hall as 
a Press Office Intern with the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra. She 
is currently pursuing her B.A. in 
English Professional Writing and 
Media at UMass Boston where she 
edits and illustrates content for the 
campus Literary Magazine, and 
performs in the orchestra as Assis-
tant Concertmaster Violinist.

2015
Elizabeth Kenneally 
kenneael@bc.edu

Catherine McAuley 
cmcauley@bu.edu

Caroline Parsons 
cparsons@anselm.edu

Isabel Teixeira 
isabelteixeira13@gmail.com

This past summer, Renee Ouel-
lette, Kathleen Salvucci ’11, and 
Dr. Mark Donelan P’01 (father 
of Marisa Donelan) volunteered 
with a medical mission in the La 
Romana area of the Dominican 
Republic. 

Alexandra Hurley and Courtney 
O’Regan were named to the 
Dean’s List at the University of 
Alabama. Allison McPhail received 
Dean’s List honors at Roger  
Williams University.

Eleanor Mallory and Caroline 
Coulter earned spots on the 
Dean’s List at Loyola University 
Maryland.

Haley Lyons, a Sport Media major, 
was named to the Dean’s List in 
Ithaca College’s School of Health 
Sciences and Human Performance 
for the fall 2016 semester.

2016
Margaret Dipesa 
maggiedipesa@gmail.com

Gianna Sillari 
GiannaSillari03@icloud.com

Julia D’Agostino, a freshman at 
Holy Cross attended an “Eat, Pray, 
Study” retreat at the college’s new 
contemplative center.

Please pray for Caroline Rohnstock 
whose grandfather William Clary 
passed away on March 12.
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Special thanks to Casey Callahan ‘14 who 
spoke to the honors Just Choices class.

Classnotes

1 Francesca Federico ’06, co-founder and principal at Twelve Points 
Wealth Management. 

2 Mason Steven Dyment, son of Elyse Foley ’06

3 Julia Pepe ’07 in New York City.

4 Mariel Wade ’09 founded Dripping Dream Vintage.

5 Kathleen Salvucci ’11, Renee Ouellette ’15, and Dr. Mark Donelan,  
P’01 in the Dominican Republic

3

4

221
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By Zelda Adams ’18  |  Mixed Media for Advanced Placement: 2D Design

“I like to think outside the box. I get tired of working with pencils or paint and love 
to explore new mediums and ways of creating art. I decided to take advantage  

of my access to beautiful fabric and transform it into art!”

Ex
pr

es
si

on
s

1940s:
Theresa Scannell Keefe ’42R on August 28. She 
graduated from Emmanuel College and is sur-
vived by her eight children including Carolyn 
Keefe Thompson ’71, nine grandchildren, and 
one great-granddaughter. 

Mary Donohue Feeney ’45R on December 4. 
Mary earned a B.S. from Emmanuel College 
in 1949, M.Ed. from Boston College in 1954, 
and an M.S. in Special Education from Sim-
mons College in 1978. She was an active  
member of the alumnae associations for both 
NDA and Emmanuel. She worked for the  
Boston Public Schools as a first grade teacher 
and a special education administrator for over 
50 years. Mary is survived by her two sons.

1950s:
Joan Rose Kearns ’50R passed away in Decem-
ber 2016. She had lived many years in Califor-
nia, but recently returned to the south shore.

Catherine Marchetti Nichols’53G passed away 
on January 19. Catherine attended Boston 
College School of Nursing and worked at 
South Shore Hospital. She is survived by her 
four children, 13 grandchildren, and 7 great 
grandchildren.

Catherine Currier ’58R passed away on  
November 10. Kay is survived by her sister 
Mary Currier Fitzpatrick ’62R. She graduated 
from Boston University, Suffolk University, 
and Boston State Teachers College and was a 
retired physical education teacher for the  
Boston Public Schools.

1960s:
Jane O’Hayre Hamilton ’69 passed away on 
December 7. She is survived by her three  
children and two granddaughters. 

1970s:
Barbara Vangel Meehan ’70 passed away on 
March 9, 2016. She was a graduate of Boston 
University and was a longtime member of the 
Cohasset PSO. She is survived by her three 
children and seven grandchildren.

Joyce Gallery ’71 passed away on September 
20. She attended UMass Boston and worked as 
an investigative specialist for Denta Quest. An 
avid amateur artist and sculptor, Joyce created 
many scenic paintings of the Fieldston Beach 
area in Marshfield.

Lisa Wright-Murphy ’78 passed away on Feb-
ruary 14. She earned a BA in Speech Pathology 
from Bridgewater State College. For the past 
nine years, Lisa served as assistant tax collector 
for the Town of Rockland. She had previously 
been employed at Plymouth ENT Associates 
and for 20 years she worked as a speech pathol-
ogist in various south shore school systems. She 
is survived by her husband, two children, and 
three grandchildren.

1980s:
Eileen O’Keeffe ’84 passed away on November 
12. She graduated from Stonehill College and 
worked in administration for the Emergency 
Department at Falmouth Hospital. She is sur-
vived by her siblings, including Mary O’Keeffe 
’76. Eileen was the daughter of the late Eileen 
Donovan O’Keeffe ’44R.

Former faculty:
Sr. Anna Louise, also known as Sr. Mary  
Frances passed away in January. Patricia  
Sullivan LePrie ’69 wrote to share that Sister 
“was a wonderful person, full of humor and 
warmth. We remember her with a smile.”

Listings reflect notifications received by the Office of Institutional Advancement through March 15, 2017. In order to accommodate all listings, we 
are able to include only basic family, educational, and professional information for alumnae obituaries. Our Friends and Family section lists only  
immediate family members of our current students, faculty, and staff. We will continue to publish updates on the families of alumnae in the Class 
Notes section of vita! and the Intentions section of the Alumnae E-Newsletter. Should you wish to have a classmate or family member remembered, 
please contact alumnae@ndahingham.com.

InMemoriam
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Notre Dame Academy
helps every girl find her passion
Your donation to NDA helps every girl find her 
passion. Make your gift today by visiting  
www.ndahingham.com/givenow

In the last decade, more than 25% of 
NDA graduates selected a college major 
in science, technology, engineering, and 
math, exceeding the national average. 


