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I find myself on the NDA stage quite frequently. When I walked across
the stage at graduation in 1969, I assumed it would be for the last time. (By the way, we
were the first class to graduate in the auditorium. e class was too large for the chapel!)
I never pictured myself in the role I have now and I’m confident my teachers didn’t either!

But my time on the stage in high school was transformative for me. I was never the lead in the plays. I was in the 
chorus or was a “techie” as we say today.  But I did sing from that stage and I still remember being chosen to be part
of a quartet for competition. A teacher believed in me and in something I could do. I grew up a lot that day. And if
I could hold the second soprano part by myself against the other three voices then I could do other things too. My
experiences on NDA’s stage led to earning a bachelor’s degree in education and music and to being part of the papal
chorus that sang on Boston Common when Pope John Paul II came to Boston. I even have the Time magazine 
picture to prove it! Music is a vital part of my life and it’s because of NDA.

I’m sure I am not the only NDA student who has been on our stage thinking “someone believes in me and my 
ability.” I have heard so many stories from alumnae saying “I owe so much to what I learned on that stage.” Whether
some aspect of the performing arts has become a career or a hobby, the arts at NDA has changed many lives for the
better. Each generation of alumnae tells me about their art, music, and theater/elocution teachers.

is issue of vita! will tell you stories, past and present, of the arts at NDA. Our girls continue, not only to be suc-
cessful in the arts, but also to find their voice and express themselves through the arts. I hope this issue brings back
many memories of special times.

is issue is also appropriate as we wrap up our Campaign for Cushing Auditorium. e auditorium is 48 years old
now and in need of upgrading. Our renovation project calls for a reupholstering of the seats, a new audio and video
system, new stage curtain, an upgrade of the lighting, new carpeting and fresh paint. Hopefully it will be done this
summer but we need to raise $507,000 to do it. e senior classes of 2012 and 2013, the Pinch family, and the Caron
family are leading us in this endeavor. I challenge all NDA alumnae who “grew up” on an NDA stage to join me with
a gift to the Campaign for Cushing Auditorium. Let’s provide for future generations the same possibilities that were
provided to us.

Sister Barbara A. Barry, SNDdeN ’69
President
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On the cover: The arts have always been an important part of the NDA experience. Can you find the Academy’s
President as seen in her high school yearbook? 
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Message from the President
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“Music is a vital part of my life and it’s because of NDA.”
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On February 2, the NDA community gathered together for a very
special occasion: a Mass to commemorate the school’s 160th An-
niversary. Coinciding with both the Feast of the Presentation of the
Lord and the Congregational Feast Day of the Sisters of Notre Dame
de Namur, the Liturgy celebrated NDA as an institution where young
women have always been encouraged to reach their potential, expand
their minds and hearts, and ask questions.

In her homily, Sister Barbara Barry, SNDdeN ’69, who has led the
school for 17 years stated, “ere is a song that our students like to
sing at liturgy – about carrying your candle and lighting the world …
each little flame, when brought together makes a bonfire! e Notre
Dame influence has reached around the globe. You are part of the
NDA story if you are living what you learned while at NDA: you

share in the mission of the Sisters of Notre Dame to make God’s
goodness known and you share in the mission of the church – re-
vealing Jesus to others. Each of you is part of our story. ank you for
catching this flame and passing it on!” 

1) Back row (l-r) Jennifer Rohnstock ’85 P’12 ’16 and Caroline Rohnstock ’16
Front row (l-r) Katie Kenny and Mary Cox Kenny ’90

2) Principal Kathleen Rowley Colin ’89 and her family: husband Sean, daughter 
Siobhan, son Brendan, parents Dave and Gerry Rowley P’83 ’84 ’86 ’89 ’92, 
and sister Meghan Rowley Little ’92 

3) Campus Ministry students Jackie Politio ’13, Elizabeth Costantino ’15, 
and Kelli McCarthy ’15

4) Sister Barbara Barry, SNDdeN ’69 and Science teacher Linda Muller

5) Barbara Mirabito P’14 and Diane Libardoni Fee ’79 P’14

H Celebrating 160!  H

fromMain Street

160
years

Celebrating 

of faith, character, and scholarship

news | events | accolades

boston globe recognizes artists and writers

Visual and Performing Arts Department Chair Maureen Meyer is
pleased to congratulate the fifteen winners of the Boston Globe
Scholastic Art Awards:

Chloe Blair ’14, Honorable Mention Photography

Kayla Bray ’13 , Silver Key Painting

Anne Burke ’14 , Honorable Mention Digital Art

Casey Callahan ’14, 2 Honorable Mentions Photography

Taryn Carey ’15, Honorable Mention Mixed Media

Caroline Casey ’14, Honorable Mention Photography

Haley Gaudreau ’14, Honorable Mention Photography

Kayla Burgess ’14, Silver Key Ceramics & Glass, Silver Key Fashion

Marissa Nader ’14, Gold Key Mixed Media

Kelsea Nagle ’14, Honorable Mention Photography

Anya Petit ’13, Honorable Mention Digital Art ,Honorable Mention

Ceramics & Glass, Gold Key Digital Art

Catherine Pitts ’13, Silver Key Digital Art

Avery Robertson ’13, 2 Silver Keys in Photography

Charlotte Rose ’15, 2 Honorable Mentions, Drawing

Erika Schwartz ’13, 2 Honorable Mentions Drawing, 
Honorable Mention Painting

And English Department Chair Courtney Murray Russillo ’00
is pleased to congratulate three winners of the Boston Globe
Scholastic Writing Awards:

Hanna Cooper ’15, Honorable Mention, flash fiction

Nicole Hayes ’16, Gold Key, short story

Alaina Taylor ’15, Gold Key, flash fiction

Faculty News and Notes
English teacher Kristen Connolly received her master’s in educa-
tion in curriculum and teaching from Fitchburg State University.

English teacher Andrea Shedlock received her master’s in Eng-
lish literature from the University of Massachusetts, Boston. 

Environmental Science teacher Maura Lockett attended two
workshops designed to instruct teachers participating in the Har-
vard Forest Schoolyard Long Term Ecological Research Program.
e project enables students to participate in field-based research
that includes monitoring trees on NDA’s campus. 

Members of the Advancement Office – Katie Quinn Miller ’97,
Bryan Pinabell, and Stevie Lee Taylor – attended the Council
for Advancement and Support of Education District 1 confer-
ence in Boston. Best practices and tips for annual giving, com-
munications, and alumni relations were shared at the two day
conference, including sessions on messaging to women, volun-
teer engagement, and cultivating donor relationships.

is fall, Social Studies teacher Joan Delany took part in work-
shops at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston on African-American
Art and 19th century French postcards. Delany also visited the
Sackler Museum at Harvard which sponsored a teacher work-
shop on Islamic art. 

In January, Director of Institutional Advancement Lynn Page 
Flaherty attended the Council for Advancement and Support of
Education National Association of Independent Schools’ confer-
ence in Washington, DC. 

Library Director Patricia Bologna attended a conference at the
United Nations: “Advancing Social Justice: the Role of Educa-
tors.” e event covered how educators can help students un-
derstand the complex issues of economic inequality and human
trafficking and the underlying concerns of how to resolve child
labor, ensure environmental justice, and food security.

Technology teacher Susan Pratt completed the Train-e-
Trainer Money Smart Program by the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation (FDIC). She will utilize this coursework in her 
Financial Management class. In addition, Pratt presented at a
recent MassCue Conference on the topic of the evolution of the
flipped classroom model.

rough the South Shore Parent Connection, math teacher
Kathy Coghlan attended a class on executive functioning and
how teachers can help students manage their time and assign-
ments better and be less stressed.

Athletic Director Donna Brickley attended the 43rd Annual
National Athletic Directors Convention in San Antonio, TX this
December. Workshops and keynote speakers covered a full range
of today’s most urgent athletic administration topics.

1

2

3

4 5

national 
recognition

Congratulations to senior
Anya Petit who received a
Silver Key for her Portfolio
in the National Scholastic
Art and Writing Awards. In
Massachusetts, only five
students this year had portfolios recognized at the national level.

Sophomore Alaina Taylor won a Gold Key in the National Scholastic
Art and Writing Awards for her untitled flash fiction piece.

Both students have the opportunity to attend the national awards
ceremony at Carnegie Hall in New York City in May. 

The Scholastic Art and Writing Awards is the longest-running, most pres-
tigious recognition program for creative teens in the U.S., and the na-
tion’s largest source of scholarships for creative young artists and writers.

Ring of Fire by Anya Petit 
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from Main Street

healthy you! 

A new bi-annual program was introduced this

January. The Healthy You program helps stu-

dents learn more about wellness, nutrition, and

creating a healthy self-image. The day included

zumba, yoga, and pilates classes; a self defense

facilitator, exercise and fitness experts, and nu-

tritionists. During the interactive health fair,

students visited 35 different booths and had the

opportunity to have their blood pressure taken,

use a derma scan, and have their mass body

fat measured. 

Co-Curricular News & Notes
e History Club celebrated the release of the movie Les Miser-
ables by learning more about the history and events leading up
to the 1832 revolution in France. History teacher Marie Hoy
reports, “In the process we ate croissants, chocolates, and French
cheese; then we sang several songs from the musical!”

At a recent meeting of the Science Club, junior officers Kaela
Nelson and Bella Walko guided members in the creation of
“Elephants’ Toothpaste” from detergent, yeast, hydrogen perox-
ide, and food coloring.

Members of Model U.N. attended Model U.N. conferences at
St. John’s Prep in Danvers and Boston College. 

e Math Team competed in several meets this fall and winter.
Erika Schwartz ’13, Jenna McKenney ’14, Pauline Chen ’15,
and Judy Zheng ’16 have all been named high scorers for 
their grades. 

As part of the One Book One School program, historical nov-
elist, Ruta Sepetys visited campus to discuss her book about the
Lithuanian genocide, Between Shades of Gray. She spoke with
English, eology, and History classes and to a full assembly 
of students. 

e Robotics Team traveled to Boston University Academy to
participate in the FIRST Robotics competition. e students
won the Connect Award which recognizes their community 
outreach and efforts in exploring opportunities in engineering,
science, and technology. 

Music News
NDA was well represented at the Massachusetts Southeastern 
District Senior High School Music Festival. e festival included
two days of intense rehearsals culminating in a concert. 
Violinists Madeline Blackburn ’14 and Natalia Mirabito ’14
performed with the orchestra and oboist Ciara Wheeler ’16
performed with the band. 

Learning on the Go
Since January, our young women have had
many opportunities to travel beyond Hing-
ham to expand their minds and hearts and
experience new opportunities. 

respect for life trip

In partnership with Xaverian High School, sixteen students traveled
to Washington, DC to learn about a broad spectrum of ‘life’ issues.
Campus Minister Kristina Simes explains, “Not only did we attend the
Right to Life march, but we went to the Holocaust Museum, toured
the Capitol, and met with a representative from both the Death
Penalty Information Center and the Northwest Pregnancy Center. I
was so impressed with the level of maturity and thoughtfulness of
our girls throughout the trip. Their compassion and passion for the
marginalized of our world continues to move and inspire me.” 

close up to government

Thirty-four students had a memorable trip to Washington, DC as part
of Close Up, a program which offers high school students the chance
for a personal look at the federal government

The students visited many of the city’s museums and monuments,
attended debates, walking workshops, and met with U.S. Congres-
sional staff, Pentagon officials, and lobbyists. A night on the town in-
cluded a stunning production of Thornton Wilder’s Our Town at the
historic Ford’s Theater.

The biggest take-away for the girls was spending the week with students
from California, Iowa, Hawaii, Florida, Michigan, and Minnesota.

“Close Up truly was an eye opening experience. It made me realize
 how different parts of the country have completely different lives and
opinions,” said Emma Boardman ’14.

Kyle Douglas ’14 shared, “It was interesting to learn how other kids
around the country live. Hearing their different opinions made me
reconsider my own.”

québec

Twenty-two enthusiastic French students missed the 2013 blizzard
here in Massachusetts and enjoyed a fabulous trip to Québec’s Win-
ter Carnival. The girls were pleased to be able to use their French and
enjoy the international cultural experience so close to home. Activi-
ties included dog-sledding, tubing, and a walk through Old Québec. 

costa rica adventures

Staying with a local family – picking coffee beans – zip-lining through
the rainforest – volunteering at a community center – surfing the
ocean waves. These were just a few of the experiences 18 students
had on the 10-day immersion trip to Costa Rica. 

Chaperone Kristina Simes shared, “Our NDA girls faced every new ex-
perience with grace, strength, and passion. The trip reminded me of
the powerful connection we share with our global neighbors. Our
NDA students reminded me that language, economic background,
and difference in culture are small things when measured against
our common human existence and our shared human hearts.” Above: Students visited more than 35 booths at the

health fair. Below: Victoria Bryan ’14 uses a derma-scan. 



Cheerleading 
The Cheerleading squad welcomed new
coach Betty Stenstrom with a season of im-
pressive wins. Senior captains Alexandra
Clancy and Alanna Kelley helped lead the
team to four top-three finishes. The team
qualified for regionals and placed fourth
overall out of 11 teams. 

Cross Country
The Cross Country team
earned second place
honors in the
Catholic Confer-
ence. The team fin-
ished the season 6-1
overall and placed

first at the Martha’s Vine-
yard Invitational. Led by senior captains
Clara King, Olivia Love, Julianne McShane,
and Mollie O’Leary, the team qualified for
the state tournament for the first time
since 1989, placing 13th out of 19 teams. 

Dance
The Dance team welcomed 12 participants
this season and junior Anna Duffy was
named captain. The team competed in the
State Dance Competition at Shrewsbury
High School, boasting one of their best
performances to date. They placed seventh out of

10. They also competed at the UDA Competition

and tied for fourth place. 

Field Hockey 
Field Hockey finished the
season 7-8-3. The team was captained
by seniors Grace Pozniak, Katie McNamara
and Amie Varano. Grace Pozniak received 

Patriot Ledger All-Scholastic honors. The team

missed the tournament by one point, but boasted 10

participants with perfect attendance for the season.

Soccer
Senior Soccer cap-
tains Christina Dunn
and Amelia Brown
led their team to a

solid 9-6-2 record and
qualified for the state tournament, earning
the 14th seed. They beat Natick in the first
round of the tournament before falling to
third seed Whitman Hanson. 

Swimming and Diving 
The Swim team had a great season, placing
second at the South Conference Champi-
onship. With an overall record of 8-2, four
divers qualified for sectionals and Sarah
Jaklitsch and Jenny Sullivan qualified for
states. The girls placed sixth at the South
Sectional meet and fourth overall in the
State Swim and Dive Championships. Kayla
Burgess ’14, Caroline Callahan ’15, Devin
Cronin ’16, Katie Golden ’14, Rachel Martin
’14, Marissa Terravecchia ’15, Amanda Reilly
’14, and Isabella Walko ’14 each placed in
the top 12 for their respective races. 

Volleyball
Volleyball finished first
in the Catholic Confer-
ence, ending the 
season with an overall

record of 13-4. Senior 
captains Natalia Maccarrone

and Randi Whitham both earned League All-Star hon-

ors and Patriot Ledger All-Scholastic honors. Julia Flynn
received a League All-Star and earned Patriot Ledger

All-Scholastic honors, as well as Boston Globe All-

Scholastic honors. The team was ranked in the top ten in the state for

the first time and made it to the semifinals of the state tournament.

Due to copy deadlines, Winter and Spring sports updates will be 

included in the summer issue of vita! 

from Main Street
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NDA Wins “Koats for Kids”
e cheering and screams were heard all the way to Hingham Center! As the grand prize for collecting the most “Koats for Kids,” pop 
superstar Ed Sheeran performed a live concert in NDA’s Cushing Auditorium on January 31. e contest, sponsored by radio station Mix
104.1 and the Big Brother Big Sister Foundation, was just two weeks long; but, NDA collected 2,779 coats for families in Massachusetts.
Seniors Marissa Gildea and Hannah Paradise and freshman Abby Rouleau organized the project from start to finish: gathering, count-
ing, and bagging all those coats. ese three young women were featured in many TV, radio, and print interviews for their work and did
a terrific job representing NDA and the passion of all our students. 

NDA’s participation in the coat drive
was amazing! It was such a great feel-
ing to walk into school every morning
and see the mountain of coats over-
flowing the main entrance. Our com-
munity really came together and did a
great thing to help so many people.”

— abby rouleau ’16

SPORTS
wrap-up

FALL

new mates from down under 

NDA welcomed 23 music students from an all-girls’ Catholic high

school near Melbourne, Australia. The group was on a three-week

trip to the United States and their music director scheduled a visit

and a joint musical experience. Members of NDA’s choirs met 

the visitors for lunch and performed in the Chapel; their ability to 

connect so well so quickly was impressive. Many photos were

taken and Facebook friends were made! 

a visit with chinese students 

In addition to the six full-time students from China, NDA stu-

dents, faculty, and staff welcomed six more Chinese young women

to campus through a program with Boston College High School. 

For two weeks this winter, students stayed with NDA families and 

attended classes to get a sense of life in the United States.   

NDA students met students from the Lore
to Mandeville Hall high school in Australia.

The girls quickly became friends during a 
joint musical experience. 

Photo courtesy of Debbi Vazza P’13 ’15
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Stage
Acting was not the goal when erese Plaehn ’97 left NDA. In fact, she did very
little acting at NDA or while studying at Providence College. “I honestly think 
acting scared me, so I didn’t totally throw myself into it right away,” she says.
Looking back, she’s grateful for her journey’s twisting path. “I think having 
different life experiences is what you draw from,” she says. 

Once Plaehn discovered her passion — and talent — for acting, there was no
turning back. “My professional journey has been circuitous, that’s for sure,” she
says. “I think that’s both the exciting and scary part of pursuing something artis-
tic.” After six years in New York City, she returned to Boston to attend gradu-
ate school at the A.R.T./Moscow Art eatre Institute at Harvard University.
She graduated in 2010 and has been doing theater, regionally and in New York,
with some television and short film work mixed in.

is past January, Plaehn was in Boston, starring in Our Town at the Hunting-
ton eater. “Our Town was pretty special,” she says. “It’s been a favorite play of
mine for years; in fact, my love for it began at NDA.” A dream role for Plaehn,
she portrayed Emily Webb in her hometown, for family and friends. “We had
64 shows, and I would have loved to keep going.”

After Our Town, Plaehn appeared in A (radically condensed and expanded) Sup-
posedly Fun ing I’ll Never Do Again, after David Foster Wallace at Arts Emer-
son in Boston. She continually auditions in New York and Boston, confident
that a great opportunity will be lined up by the time the next show ends. Among
the roles on her wish list: Anna Christie or Maureen in Beauty Queen of Leenane.
“I would love to do some of Beckett’s radio plays,” she says, adding, “And I want
to play a doctor on some medical show for my parents.”

With every new show, Plaehn says her biggest challenge is her nerves and 
getting out of her own way. “I don’t know if I meet the challenge necessarily, 
I just keep trying.” It is a lesson we all can remember. 

Mrs. [Catherine] Doyle, our Eng-
lish and drama teacher, made me
excited to go to school every
morning. A few of us, would hang
out in her homeroom each morn-
ing chatting about plays and

books and current events. Mrs. Doyle was an orig-
inal thinker and a voracious reader and above all
a truly loving and kind presence. I consider having
studied with her, one of the great gifts of my life.

Whether stage actors, singers, dancers, or visual artists, their career choice was based on
talent and a zeal that could not be denied. e fire in many artists was fueled in their
youth. Opportunities for self expression; support and encouragement of teachers; and 
exposure to outside influences all play a part in developing talent and drive. 

Many Notre Dame Academy alumnae have embraced life as professional artists. We
spoke with a sampling of this group to learn about what motivates them and keeps them
dedicated to their craft.

caraid o’brien ’92 is currently working with the
actor Jerry Stiller to edit and record his latest book.
You can hear Caraid along with Alec Baldwin, Bob
Odenkirk, and Paul Dooley on Radio Bloomsday,
performances of James Joyce’s Ulysses broadcast
live on WBAI 99.5FM on June 16, 2013.  living

theArts

Coverstory

artistic impact 

The impact a teacher has on a student can last a
lifetime. We asked our alumnae with careers in
the arts to reflect on their favorite teachers and
how their time in music and art classes influ-
enced their professions. 

“NDA and the devoted teachers of the fine

arts department took me by the hand and

guided me into a world that I love to this

day. A sweet miracle!”

— maureen kerrigan ’68

Passion. It’s the common denominator among artists.

by meghan rowley little ’92

My years at NDA surely influenced
my life in the arts, and the biggest
influence among my teachers was
Sister Patricia Gertrude. She was
bold and pushed me into music,
without me really knowing it was

happening! She had a habit of calling every girl
“Suebelle.” For us it was a term of endearment,
for her it was probably a way to not get hung up
on remembering every girl’s name! She was my
biggest cheerleader as a singer and coached me
into several all-state choruses and even a Euro-
pean concert tour. 

adrienne cote’s ’74 day job is in marketing but
she is best known for her dynamic musical the-
ater talents. She graduated from the University of
New Hampshire with a degree in music and was
the lead role in the national run of “Late Nite 
Catechism,” a one-woman show voiced by a wise-
cracking Catholic nun.  



Visual Arts
Katherine Drain Jackson ’91 and Jennifer Drain ’91 have been creating to-
gether since they were toddlers. roughout their years at NDA and college,
their passion for art and the creative process has never been quelled. Jennifer
went on to study architecture, and today she owns ArchiPlicity, an architecture
design firm in Plymouth, Mass. Katherine enjoyed great success in a finance,
however, she felt something was missing.

e Drain sisters returned to their roots — creating together again, this time
through photography. For about three years they photographed events for
friends. Katherine says, “It was a creative outlet that I did not have working in
business.” Eventually, she realized that she could make a fulfilling career out of
her passion for photography. With her twin sister on board, e Mirrored Image
Photography studio opened for business in 2009.

Creative problem solving is one aspect of photography that Katherine enjoys.
Whether it is trying to recreate photos that clients send as inspiration, or find-
ing a fresh approach to photograph a new baby, she appreciates the challenge of
getting the right shot. 

A benefit to working with a partner: two sets of eyes. “We can capture the same
event from two different angles, presenting different perspectives with similar
styles,” Katherine says. “is offers our clients multiple images of the same 
moment.” at level of attention helps the sisters hone their skills and take their
business to the next level.

e Drain sisters are proof that when you pursue your passion, success will fol-
low. Katherine, who changed course early for fear of not making enough money
in photography, urges others to consider what makes them happy. Katherine
and Jennifer also credit NDA for giving them the life skills to be strong and
motivated women who can address challenges. “It is not just the tangible edu-
cation that we received, but also the environment in which it was provided,”
Katherine says. “It may not be instantaneous that this is apparent to the women
who graduate from NDA, but it is something you will carry with you — and
gain from — your whole life.”

roughout her career, Gina Carey Perry ’94
has worked in a creative capacity. She has worked
in animation, video games, and product design.
She has served as a lead compositor for com-
mercials and 3D ride films. She has been an art
director and a licensed artist. Now, Perry says,
“I’m proud of finally arriving where I was so
scared to be — [working] as an illustrator.”

Art was important to Perry from an early age. “I spent a lot of time drawing as
a child, passing illustrated notes between friends, and even taking classes with
adults when I just couldn’t wait for my first art class in high school,” she says.
With her parents support, Perry pursued her passion by studying computer
graphics at Syracuse University.
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Erin Henry Verina ’98 has music in her blood. e
daughter of an Irish singer, Verina grew up with
music around her, traveling with her father and his
band to watch him perform. Today, she is the one
traveling and entertaining audiences across the coun-
try in hit shows such as Sister Act, Grease, and Foot-
loose. “Performing was one of the few things that
came naturally to me. Being on stage is where I feel
the most relaxed,” she says. 

After graduating from Catholic University with a bachelor of music degree, Ve-
rina moved to Asia to work as a singer and dancer at Tokyo Disney Sea Japan.
She says, “I was thrilled because working for Disney had always been a dream
of mine.” After about nine months in Japan, she moved to New York City and
has done numerous Broadway tours and regional shows. She even originated a
role aboard Disney Cruise Line in a brand new show called Twice Charmed. 

“My main focus has always been musical theater,” Verina says. “It is where I 
always have felt the most passion and drive.” Currently, Verina is traveling with
the Broadway tour of Sister Act. In January the show came to Boston; it was the
first time she took the stage in her hometown. “Performing in Boston with 
Sister Act was … was a surreal and overwhelming experience,” she says. “I had 
so many friends and family come to support me. I will never forget it.”

And so, the show goes on. After two weeks in Boston, Verina continues on the 
national tour with Sister Act. When she imagines her future, she sees herself 
performing with her husband, Nick, also a successful Broadway actor. She says,
“my ultimate dream would be to perform with my husband in a show together 
in New York. en we’d be able to go back to our home [in Hoboken, N.J.] every
night and not to a hotel! It’s the little things that you miss on the road.”  

living
the Arts

Ms. [Mary Lou] Montagna was
the head of the art department
during my time at NDA. She tai-
lored assignments to my abilities
and guided me through the Art
All-State competition. She was

key in helping me create a portfolio for applying
to art school. I understand now that she really
went above and beyond to support her students. 

gina carey perry ’94 is an illustrator. Please
see Gina’s full profile to the left. 

I think one of the neat things about the arts at
Notre Dame was that I never felt like it was
treated as an “elective” or “requirement” but as
a real field with potential for research and growth.
Ms. [Dana] Buck especially gave us lectures and
slide shows related to art history. I remember the
first lecture (met with groans and “really? Can’t
we just paint?”) on Mary Cassatt. It was believed
that she contributed to paintings of her much
more famous friends, because female artists were
not so encouraged or welcomed. That was an
“Aha moment” for the whole class about women
and their contributions across fields.

mk haley ’86 has been with The Walt Disney
Company since 1994 serving primarily with Walt
Disney Imagineering and the Disney Research Labs
in both technical and creative roles. She also serves
as an adjunct faculty member at the Emerging
Technology Canter at Carnegie Mellon University. 

We all received a classical education in art . . . 
watercolor, both wet and dry techniques, oil paint-
ing, pencil, pastel, charcoal, and painting on
china. Many students painted their wedding
trousseau china with their personal monograms.
I find that in all my years as a professional artist,
most of the artists that I have meet have never
had such an in depth, technical, fine-arts educa-
tion. My favorite place to be was in the art studio
of Sister Louise Julie. She was a rare jewel!  

claire vignaux khalil ’61 received her bach-
elor of fine arts from Emmanuel College in
Boston and studied in Florence, Italy. She cur-
rently resides in New York City. Since 2004, Khalil
has devoted herself to working with clients on 
private commissions of their homes, house 
portraits and people portraits. 
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In the midst of her second 100-hour week as a lead on a massive project, Perry
had the realization that illustration for children was her future. “is was a pro-
found moment in my life,” she says. “It seemed to come from nowhere, but it
made absolute sense on many levels.” 

Because it was so different from her training and current work, illustration was still
very intimidating to Perry. In fact, it took another year to put the wheels in motion.

Today, Perry illustrates exclusively for children’s books. She paints in gouache
(opaque watercolor) in a stylized way. “I would paint monsters exclusively if
possible, and usually inject my work with a blend of humor and heart,” Perry
says. us far, she has illustrated a small Pre-Kindergarten reader for Houghton
Mifflin in addition to four books and many magazine articles and posters, pre-
dominately for the educational market.

Being home full-time with her two small children provides endless inspiration,
but also limits the time Perry has to work. When she does get time, she wants to
do exactly what it takes to get to the next level in her career. “I am currently work-
ing on several books written and illustrated by myself,” she says. “By the time my
children are in school, I want to have a book at the bookstores and libraries, and
one or two on the way there.”

A career in illustration is highly competitive. Perry says, “e market is full of 
really talented artists; in order to compete, you must be professional, hard-work-
ing, and offer a unique style.” She’s up for the challenge. “Books have provided joy
and comfort for me throughout my life,” she says. “To create something that brings
happiness to a child and fosters a lifelong love of reading is the true payoff.”

Music
“I always knew I would have a career in the performing arts, but I never thought
I would be a songwriter and musician,” says Jenna Paone ’02. A classically trained
ballet dancer, she imagined herself in a career that would allow her to dance.
Broadway seemed like a natural way to blend her talents. So, after graduating
from Syracuse University, she moved to New York City and began auditioning. 

During that time, Paone began writing music and lyrics. “ose melodies and
lyrics turned into actual songs, and it became clear that this was what I really
wanted to do with my life,” she says. Paone moved back to Boston and formed
a modern pop-rock band called City of Squares.

Today, City of Squares plays in venues throughout New England and in New
York City, including hometown favorites like e Middle East, e Hard Rock
Café, and Church. “ere’s nothing like the feeling of live performance,” Paone
says. “It’s an intense, thrilling experience, and the more you can connect with
your audience, the better it gets.” 

at is the feeling she holds on to when times get tough. e life of a musician
can be difficult: long hours; poor compensation; years of going unrecognized;
and countless obstacles to success. e reward, Paone says, “is when you’re on
stage, in front of a crowd of people who are dancing and singing along to your
music, and having a great time.”

Paone has been playing piano for 24 years and writing original music for seven
years. “I write the music (chord structure), melodies, and lyrics for all of my
solo work,” she says. When it comes to music for the band, the members col-
laborate on chord progressions, structure, and arrangements. But, as the front
woman, and ultimately the person who sings the songs, Paone handles the
melodies and lyrics. 

So where does she find inspiration to write songs for two portfolios? Every-
where. “Once you start thinking like a songwriter, it’s hard to turn that way of
thinking off,” Paone says. “I get ideas all day long, so I always have my record-
ing app on my phone ready to capture things that pop into my head.” Later, she
revisits her ideas and develops them into finished works. What also helps is dis-
cipline. She says, “Songwriting to me is a craft, a job, something I sit down and
do every single day, regardless of whether I’m in the mood.” 

Paone’s first solo album, Hammers and Strings, is expected to be released 
this summer. 

Dance
Lindsay Deneault ’98 has always loved dance. At age 10, she joined a local
theater, and it quickly became her second home. 

Today, Deneault is passing on her passion for dance to her own students. She
opened Elite Dance Center in Foxboro, Mass., in February 2009. “I did not
have any students until the first week of class, and we had our first recital in the
studio with only 15 children,” Deneault recalls. Currently, 140 children and 40
adults are enrolled in Elite’s program, which provides a wide array of dance 
offerings, as well as muscle conditioning classes. 

e students motivate Deneault to persevere. She says, “I love the look on their
faces when something just clicks and makes sense. e joy it brings to them,
brings me joy.” 

It is not just her students who experience the thrill of performing. Deneault
still makes time for her own performances. One highlight was dancing with
Christina Aquilera at Gillette Stadium during the half-time show at the Major
League Soccer Championship. She also is part of “Masquerade,” a traveling per-
formance group of singers and dancers. “We have been chosen to perform with
artists such as Brian McKnight and Katherine McPhee, and our performances
have been broadcast on ABC,” she says. “Not only is it fun to meet these celebri-
ties, but being with them on television is an extraordinary feeling.”

Dance instruction involves more than just teaching basic steps. Creating origi-
nal dance pieces is Deneault’s biggest challenge. “As a choreographer, I am al-
ways trying to come up with new ideas,” she says. “I want my students to get
something here that they don’t get anywhere else — I am always willing to push
boundaries to achieve that.” 

Deneault’s desire is to give her students the same sense of home at her studio,
as she had as a young dance student. She says, “e moments of joy that my stu-
dents express on stage inspire me to keep going and make me realize that I’m
so lucky to be able to do what I love each and every day.” 

elyse foley kelly ’97 has been producer 
with America’s Got Talent since the show began 
in 2006. In between seasons she has worked 
with the Osbourne family on their variety show
Osbournes: Reloaded and with Paula Abdul on her
dance show, Live to Dance. Earlier in her career
she was a story editor for TLC’s Ten Years Younger
and a casting producer on Biggest Loser.

The teacher that has been most
influential in life, without ques-
tion, is Mr. [Paul] Kelly. His pas-
sion and excitement for the arts
was contagious and made us all
want to do the best we could for

him, but more importantly, ourselves. He instilled
in me the passion to pursue a career in the enter-
tainment field and without his guidance, I would
not be the producer I am today. I will be forever
grateful for how he has helped shaped not just my
career, but also my life. I still carry his lessons with
me every day.

I was a very shy young lady when 
I entered NDA in 1964. Sister Ronan
Kathryn, my drama teacher, changed
my life forever. I was awarded the
Best Actress Award, for The Miracle
Worker in a statewide competition,

so . . . my passion for acting was unleashed. NDA and
the devoted teachers of the fine arts department took
me by the hand and guided me into a world that I love
to this day. A sweet miracle.

maureen kerrigan ’68 is an award winning actress
who has appeared at the Kennedy Center, Ford 
Theater, and other venues in productions such as To
Kill a Mockingbird, Little Women, Shear Madness, and
Menopause the Musical. She has worked with Jack Lem-
mon, Chris Noth, Goldie Hawn, and most recently
Kevin Spacey in Netflix’s House of Cards. Maureen’s
one woman cabaret show, One: Singular Sensation, will
be performed in Washington, DC this summer. 

living
the Arts



vita! spring 2013      | 15

It’s hard to remember a time when I wasn’t toting a bag full of sheet music or strapping my violin onto my back.

I started playing the violin in kindergarten and I simply haven’t looked back. What I love about NDA is the pas-

sion that is shared for all interests, whether it be the arts, athletics, or academics. I consider myself incredibly

lucky to attend a school that truly fosters the arts. As you’ll see from my interviews below, passion is certainly

the word to describe the four teachers who make up NDA’s Visual and Performing Arts Department. 

C reativityTe
ac

hi
ng

by madeline blackburn ’14

Maureen Meyer began teaching at NDA in 2007 and is the chairperson of the depart-
ment. In the moments of free time she finds between raising her two girls and teach-
ing, she enjoys furthering her skills by taking art classes and visiting museums. It was
difficult to narrow down her favorite artists, but a few that instantly came to mind were
Vermeer, Chuck Close, and Georgia O’Keefe.

Where does your appreciation of the arts stem from?
I am not sure; I might be a bit of a black sheep. My mother is a very creative person, although not
in the arts. She is always thinking outside the box on both a professional and personal level. I love
art, but I value creative thinking and creative problem solving just as much. For my Introduction
to Visual and Performing Arts classes, I know most of my students will not pursue a future in art,
so I start with having students take a creativity test and we talk about creativity as a way of life, a
skill that will make you more valuable in whatever you pursue. 

How can exposure to the arts be used to a student’s advantage?
In recent years, I have seen a dramatic increase in students asking for references and help putting 
together college application supplements to highlight a special talent. I think this gives art students
the advantage when applying to colleges. e college process is competitive but colleges want to see
students who are well rounded. For example, a recent past valedictorian who was a strong contrib-
utor to the performing arts at NDA is now contributing her vocal skills in the MIT chorus! 

What has your time at NDA taught you about teaching the arts? 
e students at NDA have taught me the importance of interdisciplinary connections. ey are
often strong in a variety of subjects and they bring those interests and knowledge into their art mak-
ing. In recent years I had a student who did a series of art work based on themes in Shakespeare’s
plays and another who created a series of art paying homage to Greek and Roman influences in con-
temporary life. I definitely did not see this type of thinking while teaching in public schools. 

Maureen
Meyer
Bachelor’s Degree: Alfred University

Master’s Degree: State University of

New York at New Paltz

Classes taught: Advanced Placement

2D Design, Advanced Placement 3D

Design, Studio Art, 

Introduction to Visual and Performing

Arts, and Ceramics

Rosemarie Gentile seems to be everywhere. She works with Campus Ministry to plan
music for the monthly Liturgies, is the music director for the winter musical, and coor-
dinates and conducts the Christmas and Spring concerts. When she is not teaching,
Gentile enjoys playing the piano, walking, yoga, and sewing. She arrived to NDA in
2004 and her favorite musician is Alfred Brendel.

When did you know that you wanted to pursue a career in music?
During my freshman year of high school I really started practicing [the piano] a lot, not only to be
prepared for my lessons, but because I just loved the music and wanted to spend most of my time
playing. My career path became obvious. 

How have you developed as a musician while working with the 
chorus and instrumental ensemble?
I attend workshops and classes on a regular basis to develop my teaching and conducting skills. is
develops my musicianship and also inspires my teaching. Directing ensembles challenges my musi-
cianship because it requires me to verbalize my musical instincts and ideas about interpretation. 
I can’t assume that the students will know how to shape a phrase, or understand where the climax
of the piece is. When I am directing an ensemble, I must have a very clear vision of the piece from
the first rehearsal and I can’t keep changing things, which I might do when I am learning a piece on
my own. I have to be at my musical best.  

What do you find most rewarding about teaching music? 
As a music teacher I often work with students for several years. It is very exciting to witness the musi-
cal progress of students from day to day, week to week, and year to year. I love giving students new
music. It’s kind of like giving them a present because usually they get very excited about it.

What would you say sets NDA apart from other schools?
I enjoy the atmosphere and sense of community within the school. e students are very focused
and easy to work with.  

Rosemarie
Gentile
Bachelor’s Degree: Eastman School 

of Music

Master’s Degree: University of 

Massachusetts, Amherst

Classes Taught: Piano Ensemble, 

Festival Choir, A Cappella Choir, 

Instrumental Ensemble, Piano, 

and Music Theory

Abigail Russell has been at Notre Dame for six years. In her spare time, NDA’s resident
theatre aficionado enjoys the company of her friends and family, seeing live theatre,
reading, cooking, and playing with her dog, Ozzy. If she had to name one, Russell
would dub Julie Taymor as her favorite director. 

What has teaching at NDA taught you about yourself as a performer?
I realized at the beginning of college that my true interest in theater lay in directing and that I felt
most at home and excited being “behind the action.” Teaching at NDA has taught me so much as
a director: the thrill of creative exploration, the value of patience and humility, and how exciting it
is to watch someone create something that’s never been seen in the world. All of those things make
my job the best one in the world. I’m excited to come to work every day. 

What kind of challenges (besides tricky costume changes) do you encounter in your profession?
I imagine a lot of our challenges are shared by other extracurricular activities; making the space we
have work in order to both teach and rehearse, engaging qualified professionals to help with the
proper training on our equipment, and, most of all, time. e thing I would wish for most of all is
a couple of extra hours every day!

What words of advice would you give to girls who are 
considering a career in the dramatic arts?
I would say “go for it,” but with one reservation: talent will get you some places, but I’ve never seen
anyone succeed in the arts without true dedication. ere are no shortcuts; take every class and every
job, network, and put yourself out there. No one is going to sell YOU as well as you can and I think I
can speak for a lot of theatre folks when I say I will take a hard worker over a “natural talent” any day. 

Abigail Russell
Bachelor’s Degree:Wheaton College,

Massachusetts

Master’s Degree: New York University 

Classes Taught: Theatre, Intro to

Communication Arts, and Tech 

Workshop
Above:Meyer displays student artwork in the
Laura Guidoboni ’10 Gallery. 

Above: Gentile and author Madeline
Blackburn ’14

Above: Russell with Victoria Hunt ’14 (l) and
Gabrielle Hunt ’12 (r). 
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Lisa Marder began teaching at NDA in 2006. She is also a professional artist and 
frequently exhibits her landscape paintings on the south shore and elsewhere. Her paint-
ings can be seen currently at the Paul Pratt Memorial Library in Cohasset. Marder 
enjoys spending time outdoors, from which she draws inspiration, viewing art, and
spending time with friends.

Did you always plan on becoming a teacher?

I didn’t initially plan on either teaching or art as a profession, but it turns out that I have been teach-
ing art all of my professional life! I have always loved making art, but I actually majored in biology
and environmental studies in college, and then went to graduate school for landscape architecture.
Although my college major and profession as an art teacher might at first seem disjointed, they are
actually connected in an important way: both science and art rely on observation, synthesis, 
abstraction, and interpretation. I love helping students develop their observational and critical think-
ing skills as they uncover their unique artistic voices.

Has teaching changed your perception of art?

Teaching hasn’t necessarily changed my perception of art, but has reinforced my belief in the im-
portance of the creative process. Making art teaches that “creativity takes courage” (Henri Matisse)
and that one must take risks in order to develop creativity. Teaching has also reinforced my convic-
tion that everyone can learn to draw what they see, but that it takes hard work and practice, just like
anything else valuable that one does in life.  

What would you say is the most rewarding part of teaching at NDA?

I can’t say enough about how wonderful the students are. I am always impressed by how the 
students at NDA can shift gears and come into the art room, try something new, work hard, and
produce art in relatively short periods of time. It is most rewarding when, after working hard on a
project, the student produces something that not only has taught them about the process of 
making art, but is also something which they are proud to have created.

Do you think that NDA has matured you as an artist?

As I prepare lessons or teach a class, I get a lot of ideas throughout the school year about processes
I would like to try or materials that I would like to incorporate into my own artwork. So even though
I may not be doing a lot of my own artwork during the school year, teaching does keep my creative
juices flowing. 

Lisa Marder
Bachelor’s Degree:Williams College 

Master’s Degree: Harvard Graduate

School of Design

Classes: Photography, Introduction 

to Visual and Performing Arts, 

AP Drawing, Painting, and Art 

Workshop

designing liturgies

Planning each of NDA’s monthly liturgies 
begins at least one month in advance. The
readings and songs are carefully selected and
a top priority is creating an environment
where the community can open their hearts to
God. Campus Minister Kristina Simes ex-
plains, “At our Advent liturgy this year, we dis-
played candles and poinsettias on a brilliant
red cloth in front of the altar. At the beginning
of the liturgy, some of our students processed
down the aisle in the darkness. When they
reached the altar, they set down their candles
to represent the coming of Christ’s light into
the world.” This theatrical approach invokes
the artistic gifts of many in the community 
including musicians, singers, readers, and
artists. Simes adds, “I hope that we can 
continue to find even more ways to connect
two of my passions, faith and the arts.” 

Our Visual and Performing Arts faculty are not the only teachers encouraging the creative process. NDA’s Theology classes are also using

the arts to guide young women in their personal faith formation. These classrooms are vibrant and creative environments where students

are encouraged to explore and develop what it means to use music, acting, and drawing to build their relationship with God. 

vita! examined several ways the Theology faculty and staff incorporate the arts and spirituality. 

using Creat iv ity to foster Sprit u a lity
“The students at NDA have taught me the importance of interdisci-

plinary connections. They are often strong in a variety of subjects

and they bring those interests and knowledge into their art making.”

— maureen meyer, visual and performing arts department chair

Above:Marder and Colette Maalouf ’16
in class.

graphic journaling   

Led by Theology teachers Kate Carter and Kaitlyn Keary, seniors in the Women’s Spirituality classes
use graphic journaling to reflect more deeply on discussion topics. Entries consist of both 
written and creative collage pieces. Students use scrapbook paper, paints, crayons, markers, 
pastels, and magazine and newspaper clippings to express their thoughts and ideas. A class on
vocations in the Church included time to create a journal entry about their own gifts and talents.
Jennifer Morgan P’13 helped initiate this project and says the visual journal gives students 
permission to let go. “[The girls] are able to create a page that reflects their mood. In this day 
and age of being so technologically connected … we make less time to listen. I believe that 

through disconnecting and sit-
ting, through intentional living,
through listening, we draw closer
to the Lord and we may just dis-
cover the reason that we were
created.” This is a spiritual prac-
tice students can easily take
with them to college and use
later in life. 

drawing zentangles 

Sophomore Theology teacher Linda Laborde introduced Zentangles to her classes as a form of
meditation. The activity involves using a thin-tipped black marker to create repetitive patterns on
white paper. She shares, “I decided to use Zentangle as a means to encourage the students to
enter into the present moment in a peaceful and meditative manner. While playing spiritual music
in the background, I led the students in a brief meditation and guided them to become centered,
calm, and focused. Once they were in that sacred inner space, we began our Zentangle activity. 

Laborde explains that students were reminded to avoid any concern about what they produced.
Rather, the meditative process was the primary purpose of the activity. She adds, “When a person
is able to remain in touch with their deepest self they are in touch with God’s creative presence.” 

Julia Oleksiak ’15 enjoyed the 
exercise. She said, “Making a
Zentangle is a way to open up
the creative part of our brain
that we don’t usually get a
chance to use. It’s a nice way to
relax and slow down.” 

theater exercises

Theology teacher Kate Carter and theater
teacher Abigail Russell teamed up to create a
theatre component for the junior year Just
Choices course. They use theatre games and
exercises to help students get a better sense
of the social dynamics that contribute to is-
sues such as poverty and discrimination.
Carter shares, “These exercises offer a playful
and affirming way to examine intense issues,
without putting the weight of the world on the
girls’ shoulders. We want our young women to
cultivate the skills they will need as adults to
help shape their communities and world.  For
example, one theater game that helps to build
their creative thinking and dialogue skills is
called ‘yes, and.’ Two people start a random
conversation and the only rule is they are not
allowed to say ‘but.’ In improvisation, the word
‘but’ closes down options in any given scene.
It can have the same effect on our thinking and
conversations. Playing this game helps stu-
dents to cultivate creativity, imagination, and
openness.”

Left:Meg Ayers ’12 has filled an entire
scrapbook with reflections on her
Women’s Spirituality class. 

Left: Maeve Cudgma ’15 created this
Zentangle during a guided meditation
in class. 
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As the long winter turns to spring, the facilities
department at NDA always turns its attention
to planning out their summer projects. This
year, the Cushing Auditorium renovations will
dominate that list. As this issue of vita! went to
press, more than 200 alumnae, parents, and
friends had already committed more than $300,000
towards this $507,000 project.

“It starts feeling very real as we watch the seating charts fill up on our
Take a Seat initiative,” says Lynn Page Flaherty, NDA’s director of insti-
tutional advancement. “The response to this phase of the campaign
has been wonderful. We’ve been able to reconnect with families and
graduates who may not have been on campus in some time, but who
want to be part of the renovation of this special space. We’ve been par-
ticularly touched by the graduates of our Roxbury and Granby campuses

and their generosity. So many family stories are being shared;
it really adds to the richness of our NDA community.”

Sister Barbara A. Barry, SNDdeN ’69 credits Kitty and Tim
Pinch P’02 ’07 ’12 for getting the campaign off the ground.
“Tim and Kitty were among the first people with whom I
shared the idea of renovating the auditorium. Their response
was so positive and encouraging, both emotionally and finan-

cially, it gave us the impetus we needed to reach out to our com-
munity. I will be forever grateful for their $100,000 leadership gift and
for their continued belief in our girls and this Academy.”

In order to have the auditorium ready for the arrival of the Class of
2017 in September, construction will begin immediately following the
last day of school (June 12). To be part of this historic renovation,
please visit www.ndahingham.com/cushing or contact Lynn Page 
Flaherty at 781.749.5930, ext. 2246 or lflaherty@ndahingham.com. 

news campaign 
cushing auditorium

for 

THE WALSH SISTERS
The reign of the Walsh sisters began at Notre
Dame Academy in the fall of 1933, when Miriam
joined the freshman class at Granby Street. She

was followed, in short succession, by Patricia
’38, Gertrude ’40, Julia ’44, Margery (who went
by Joan) ’46, and Kathleen ’48. The vivacious
clan took the streetcar from their home on Park
Street in West Roxbury to the Back Bay campus
each day. They excelled at NDA, with at least
three of the girls proudly serving as class pres-
ident and one as class secretary.

When the Campaign for Cushing Auditorium
began, Miriam Walsh Browne’s daughter 
knew she wanted to do something to honor
her mother. “She loved NDA, loved coming 
to her reunions, and was so proud that her
granddaughters came here,” explains Miriam
Brownewall P’94, ’95.

“She had lifelong friends that she’d meet 
for dinner, women she’d known since NDA. I
knew that she would have made a gift to the
campaign if she was still with us.”

Brownewall reached out to her Walsh cousins
– 28 of them in all – via the family’s “Walsh
Clan” Facebook page, to see if anyone else
might be interested in remembering their
mothers in this manner. The response was 
immediate and unanimous.

When the Cushing Auditorium renovations
are complete, the Walsh Sisters will be me-
morialized in the left section of Row D:

Miriam Walsh Browne 1937G

Patricia Walsh McGrath 1938G

Gertrude Walsh Messing 1940G

Julia Walsh Van Veen 1944G

Margery (Joan) Walsh Horrigan 1946G

Kathleen Walsh Powers 1948G

And to keep Row D completely in the family,
the Walsh cousins have also named a seat for
their grandmother’s brothers, Father Patrick
Flaherty and Father Francis Flaherty.  

REUNION CHALLENGE 2013
This year, reunion classes (those ending in 3
and 8) have the opportunity to immortalize their
class by naming seats in the Cushing Audito-
rium.  Every gift made by a member of a reunion
class will count towards their class gift and the
number of seats that can be named.  

For more information, please contact your re-
union class committee or Alumnae Director
Stevie Lee Taylor at 781.749.5930, ext. 2247 or
staylor@ndahingham.com.

ONE NIGHT 
ONLY!

An Alumnae 
Musical Revue

Saturday, June 8  |  7:30 p.m.  

Cushing Auditorium 

To learn more, see page 27

ALL THE WORLD’S STAGE
NDA has long prided itself on helping young
women find their voice. For generations of
students, English teacher Catherine “Cappi”
Doyle was their muse.

Known for her work with NDA’s drama pro-
ductions – always directed by her husband
Ted – her sphere of influence went beyond
just the school’s thespians.

“I was never involved in theater at NDA,” 
explains Maura Bell Boucher ’88, “But had a 

great respect for Mrs. Doyle. She was a ded-
icated teacher not only of English literature,
but also of life. She encouraged all students
to realize their full potential to be strong
minded, independent thinking women.”

As part of the Campaign for Cushing Audito-
rium, a group of alumnae, led by Boucher
and Caraid O’Brien ’92, has come together to
raise $25,000 to rename the stage in honor of
this iconic teacher and her husband. 

The Doyle Stage at the Cushing Auditorium
will honor Cappi and Ted Doyle for their
three decades of commitment to NDA and
memorialize their efforts in helping every
young woman find her own stage on which
to shine.

For more information about the Doyle
Stage project, visit
www.ndahingham.com/doylestage or 
contact Lynn Page Flaherty, director of 
institutional advancement, at
781.749.5930, ext. 2246 or
lflaherty@ndahingham.com

The front 2 rows are SOLD
 OUT! 

Senior Section ... $500 per
 seat (center rows C-M)

General Seating ... $300 pe
r seat

(left & right rows C-BB, ce
nter rows N-BB)

Visit www.ndahingham.co
m/cushing 

to make your gift. 

“TAKE A SEAT” 

Support the Campaign for 
Cushing Auditorium!
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Advancing NDA

Distinguished Graduate of the Year:  
MaryCarroll Sullivan ’68  

MaryCarroll Sullivan is not a woman eas-
ily labeled or described. Growing up as
one of nine children in an enormously tal-
ented West Roxbury family, MaryCarroll
and her sister Patricia ’69 were among the
first students to make the trek from
Boston to the new Notre Dame Academy
campus in Hingham.  

MC was the first Emmanuel College stu-
dent to earn an undergraduate degree in
philosophy. She also has a diploma in

nursing from the Newton-Wellesley Hospital School of Nursing and
a master’s degree in theological studies in ethics from Harvard Uni-
versity. She received her Juris Doctorate from the Massachusetts
School of Law.

As a nurse-attorney-bioethicist, she’s built a career in a field that im-
pacts nearly every woman, man, or child at some point in their lives.
Yet most of us seldom stop to consider the impact that ethics have on
our medical care.

As the director of ethics and education at Covenant Healthcare 
Systems, the only Catholic not-for-profit healthcare system in 
Massachusetts, MC spends her days immersed in ethics education,
emergency consultation, and health policy. She explains, “It is an
honor to be invited into times that are troublesome for people, be-
cause it is tremendously humbling to know that people rely on the
skills I have learned and the tools that I have developed over the years
to sort out very difficult situations.”  

MC views her experience as a Notre Dame student as a foundation for
her life’s work. “e mission of NDA was so deeply woven into our
psyche and our view of the world. We were so well-educated and the
scientific background that I got here was phenomenal. e consistency 

in what we see at NDA is what we find in the Church. Difficult 
decisions are easier when you have these resources bred in the bone.”

In addition to her work with Covenant, MC is an adjunct professor
of health law and ethics in the graduate school at Regis College. 
She consults with companies in the U.S. and Europe on ethics and
corporate responsibility, as well as in areas like leadership and organi-
zational development.   

Outstanding Recent Graduate:  
Leah Moschella ’02  

A self-described “lover of local politics, 
fan of feminism, and fool for Fenway,”
Leah Moschella has made empowering
women her life’s work.

A master’s degree in community justice
and work with a youth leadership council
in Dorchester gave her the tools; a trip to
Namibia gave words to her conviction: the
empowerment of women and girls is es-
sential for the world to transcend poverty.

With this mindset, she began work in New York City’s homeless
women’s shelters, led cultural immersion and service trips to address
education and gender issues in Central America, and in 2007 was s
elected as one of four delegates from the United States for a peace-
keeping leadership conference in Tunisia, Africa.   

While working within the Boston Public Schools system, Leah set 
out to design a program that would nurture young female leaders, 
providing community programs, leadership training, and service 
learning opportunities. In 2010, she founded Boston Girls’ Leader-
ship Organize Change (GLOW). .

In less than three years, this all-volunteer organization has engaged
more than 120 women in nearly 5,000 hours of service and civic 
engagement and distributed $20,000 in scholarships to high school
girls in Boston and Somerville.  

Women ofD istinction
As young women, Notre Dame Academy students are encouraged to find their own voice and to stand
out from the crowd. ese alumnae, who were honored at the Out of the Blue Gala on April 6, have
gone beyond the proverbial “path less traveled” to create trails unimagined, succeeding in fields defined
by their own commitment and values.

Athletics Hall of Fame 
Joan Finneran Read ’77 

Some say Joan Finneran put
NDA on the map. e basket-
ball team enjoyed remarkable
success during the 1977 season
going to the state tournament
for the first time in NDA’s his-
tory. e local press covered

NDA — and women’s high school sports — like never before. 

Joan played volleyball, basketball, and tennis during her four years at
NDA and captained these teams during her senior year. She received
NDA’s Outstanding Athlete Award the first year it was given out. She
was the first NDA graduate to receive a college athletic scholarship;
a volleyball scholarship to Providence College. 

Mary Bowker Dunn ’89 

Growing up in Scituate, swim-
ming was a way of life for Mary
Bowker and her sisters. She
competed for various local teams
and was an integral part of 
the development of the newly
formed NDA swim team. She

was a gold medalist in the Bay State Games and a Patriot Ledger 
All-Scholastic in 1986, 1987, and 1988. She was also a top-six fin-
isher at state and sectional tournaments competing in the butterfly.

At Colgate University, she continued her achievement in swimming.
e team won the league championship the four years she was there
and she captained the team her senior year. 

Courtney Lawson Desena ’95   

Courtney Lawson played bas-
ketball, softball, and ran track
for the Aces. It was during her
sophomore year that she decided
to focus solely on soccer, ulti-
mately a decision that would
shape her life in college and be-

yond. She was a four year varsity team player and served as captain
her junior and senior year. Courtney was named to the Boston Globe’s
soccer “Super Team” twice and was a member of the under-16 
national team. She was NDA’s first All-American athlete. Her com-
mitment paid off; she received a full soccer scholarship to Division 
1 Pennsylvania State University. 

2013 Friends of NDA Award 
Kitty and Tim Pinch P’02 ’07 ’12

With this inaugural Friends
Award, NDA recognizes a
couple whose commitment
to the Academy has quite
literally helped transform
the campus.

Katie Pinch ’02 arrived on
Main Street as a freshman
in 1998. Her parents, Tim
and Kitty, were quickly fix-

tures at field hockey games and track meets, supporting Katie
and her friends. eir support of the school only grew when
daughter Emily enrolled in 2004, as they added activities like
drama to the family schedule. By the time their youngest
daughter, Sarah, began her freshman year in 2009, few realized
that the Pinch girls were not on campus at the same time, so
ubiquitous was their parents’ presence.

In 2002, Tim Pinch was asked to join the NDA Board of 
Directors. “Tim joined our board at a critical time,” explains
NDA President Sister Barbara A. Barry, SNDdeN. “Our sci-
ence facilities were inadequate for the program we offered.
Campus ministry needed room to grow, and we lacked office
space. As the vision for the new wing took shape, Tim helped
us explore financing options that allowed us to begin con-
struction while fundraising and ensured that we could create
the sort of facility that our students deserve.”

Fifteen years, multiple proms, and hundreds of sporting events
later, Sister Barbara sat down with these dear friends again,
sharing the story of how the Class of 2012 – Sarah’s class –
wanted the school to focus on renovating the Cushing Audi-
torium. e Pinches promptly made a leadership commit-
ment, giving birth to the current Campaign for Cushing
Auditorium.  

Says Sister Barbara, “Whenever we look to the future, when-
ever we consider what can be for our students and for our
school, I know that Tim and Kitty will be there to help us
make it happen.”

Honoring our friends
Just as St. Julie Billiart’s vision for the Sisters of
Notre de Namur came to fruition with the support
of Francoise Blin de Bourdon, so too, does Notre
Dame Academy rely on the generosity of friends to
fulfill its mission every day. 



1941
class agent
Isabelle Hurley Walsh
walshi799@aol.com

1942 
class agent
Elizabeth McCarty Grimes

1943 Reunion
class agent
Position Available

1944 
class agent
Eleanor Hannigan McKinnon

19 45
class agent
Position Available

1946
class agent
Position Available

1947 
class agent
Sheila Heffernan Clark

1947 
class agent
Janet LaPoint Manning
jmmedcon@aol.com

1948 Reunion
class agent
Constance Kearney Hanley
connieandjim@comcast.net

OIA Note: We hope you will join 
us for your upcoming reunion on
April 27, 2013. Please visit
www.ndahingham.com/golde-
nalumnae to RSVP or call Director
of Alumnae Relations Stevie Lee
Taylor at 781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1949 
class agent
Patricia O’Neal Schmitt
hjschmitt@comcast.net

1950 
class agent
Joanne Roland McCarthy
jjmesq@beld.net

1951
class agent
Isabel Drane Wolf
Isabeldwolf85@gmail.com

3559 SW 86th Street
Gainesville, FL 32608

1952
class agent
Position Available

1953 Reunion
class agent
Gloria Spriano O’Connor

OIA Note: We hope you will join 
us for your upcoming reunion on
April 27, 2013. Please visit
www.ndahingham.com/golde-
nalumnae to RSVP or call Director
of Alumnae Relations Stevie Lee
Taylor at 781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1953 Reunion
class agent
Rita Greene Sullivan
jsulliva@iapartners.com

OIA Note: We hope you will join 
us for your upcoming reunion 
on April 27, 2013. Please visit
www.ndahingham.com/golde-
nalumnae to RSVP or call Director
of Alumnae Relations Stevie Lee
Taylor at 781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1954 
class agent
Carolyn Nash Blair
cmblair8@comcast.net

1955 
class agent
Anne Clancy Botsch

Sheila Sullivan Henaghan
shenaghan@aol.com

1956 
class agents
Barbara Gilboy Gillis
barbaratgillis@aol.com

Carol Wynne McDermott
carol.mcdermott@citizensbank.com

Maureen Murphy McMahon
efmmam@verizon.net

Barbara London Ryan
furtlaw2@aol.com

Virginia Burchill Shannon

1957 
class agent
Patricia Fagan Arnold
patsea17@aol.com

1958 Reunion
class agents
Mary Pat Kelly Bartsch
mpbartsch@comcast.net

Anne Reardon Gildea
PammieGildea@aol.com

OIA Note: We hope you will join 
us for your upcoming reunion on
April 27, 2013. Please visit
www.ndahingham.com/1958 to
RSVP or call Director of Alumnae
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1959
class agent
Position Available

Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to Marie McElaney Linz whose
mother Margaret passed on 
January 1.

Please pray for Sr. Andrea Walsh
who is battling cancer.

OIA Note: Thank you to Mary
Fleming who sent us a wonderful
article about the Class of 1931 and
their 50th reunion banquet. Thank
you for thinking of us and our
archives!

1960 
class agents
Anne Madden Fancelli
fancelli@verizon.net

Judith Kerrigan Gunderson
jude2643@aol.com

Elaine Power Schneider
powerschneider@yahoo.com

Pat McCann Egan ’61 with Cardinal O’Malley. 

Classnotes
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Our prayers go out to Elaine 
Power Schneider who lost her 
sister Anne-Marie Power Simon
’58R on February 14.

1961 
class agents
Mary McGivern Bell
belleight@aol.com

Mary Gillen McElroy
mcelroyassociates@comcast.net

Our thoughts and prayers go out
to Nancy McElaney Joy-ce whose
mother Margaret passed on 
January 1.

OIA Notes: We wish to express 
our thanks to the many individuals
who helped make the 160th An-
niversary celebration so special, 
including Mary McGivern Bell who
served as a eucharistic minister
with her daughter Maura Bell
Boucher ’88.

Pat McCann Egan ’61 had the 
opportunity to meet Cardinal
O’Malley. The Boston Herald cap-
tured the photo seen to the left. 

Congratulations to Mary McGivern
Bell – granddaughter Sara will be a
member of the Class of 2017.

1962 
class agents
Susan Lewis
selwrhs@aol.com

Ellen Lawler Ugi
lnug@yahoo.com

1963 Reunion
class agent
Sandra Wysong Deneault
Smdeneault@aol.com

OIA Note: We hope you will join 
us for your 50th reunion on 
April 26 & 27, 2013. Please visit
www.ndahingham.com/1963 to
RSVP or call Director of Alumnae
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1964 
class agents
Carolyn Combie Dolan
dolanncdolan@aol.com

Patricia Golding Paolucci
madrelucci@comcast.net

Maureen White
Dr.maureenwhite@gmail.com

1965 
class agent
Mary Mulvoy Lofty
mmlofty@aol.com

1966 
class agents
Catherine Coccimiglio
cocci17@verizon.net

Mary Ann Stanford McCulley
mamcculley@hotmail.com

1967 
class agent
Adele Chiachio
achiachio@boston.k12.ma.us

1968 Reunion
class agent
Position Available

Kathy Bennett is proud to share
that her niece Kelli McCarthy is a
sophomore at NDA. She is a nurse
at the Center for Fetal Medicine
and Prenatal Genetics, which has
been selected as a finalist for the
2nd Annual March of Dimes
Nurse of the Year Award. We ap-
preciate Anne-Louise Hicks ’69
sharing this news with us.

Nancy Howard ’68 will spend the
next two months bicycling to raise
funds for the Outer Cape Commu-
nity Health Services. Stay tuned 
for updates from Nancy!

OIA Note: We hope you will join 
us for your upcoming reunion on
April 27, 2013. Please visit
www.ndahingham.com/1968 to
RSVP or call Director of Alumnae
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1969 
class agent
Julie Nesbitt Valiton
julievali@att.net

1970 
class agent
Mary Barry

1971
class agents
Mary Ganley Montanari

montanari@comcast.net

Carol Cote Schneider
ndahingham71@gmail.com

1972 
class agents
Jane Malloy Corry
corry.jm@gmail.com

Katherine Fogarty

kfogarty@alum.mit.edu

Please keep Jane Malloy Corry 
in your thoughts as she is 
recovering from surgery. 

1973 Reunion
class agents
Denise Murphy Cargill

Judith White
yellowlabgal@comcast.net

Brenda McHugh King
bbking007@aol.com

OIA Note: We hope you will join 
us for your upcoming reunion on
April 27, 2013. Please visit
www.ndahingham.com/1973 to
RSVP or call Director of Alumnae

Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1974 
class agents
Megan Tonderys Bearce
megantbearce@gmail.com

Joanne Knasas Pretti
jkpretti@yahoo.com

Our prayers go out to Maryellen
Dever whose father Robert Dever
passed on February 20.

1975 
class agents
Kerry Gilmore Burke
kerrygburke@gmail.com

Paula Carroll Pozniak
pozniaks@comcast.net

Maria Gillis Read

Maureen Sullivan
msullivan@techinvestpartners.com

OIA Note: We wish to express our
thanks to the many individuals

who helped make the 160th An-
niversary celebration so special, 
including Kerry Gilmore Burke
who served as a gift bearer with
her sister Ellen Gilmore ’78.

news received through march 5, 2013
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Thank you to the lovely ladies in Naples for joining us at the 

M Waterfront Grille for our annual luncheon on March 5. We had a 

wonderful time catching up with you; we particularly enjoyed when 

you broke out in song! 

thank you snowbirds!

nda in nyc     
NDA will travel to New York City 

for a reception in June.

If you live or work near the city, please join us 
for cocktails and light appetizers. 

Details will be announced shortly! 

It’s all in the family! Here’s proud
mom Heather Oberg Brown ’96. 
Godmother is Laurel Oberg 
Cawley ’00, Grandmother is
Louise Scanlon-Oberg ’61R, and
Great Aunt Kathleen Scanlon
Henningson ’65.

Robin Kelley ’02 and Janis Gray Brew-
ington ’71 shared some NDA pride with
colleagues at the Timilty Middle
School’s parents night after discovering
they were both alumnae of ’the beloved
academy.’ Robin teaches English as
Second Language (ESL) and “Brewie”
greets all staff members with hugs be-
fore teaching Phys Ed. and Health.

L to R: Anne Louise Bennett
Hicks ’69, Marie Battista 
Barber ’62R, Sister Barbara,
Kathleen Bennett ’68, Patricia
Hull ’57R, Eileen Fleming
Gillis ’42R, Mary Brennan
Devin ’57R, Mary Carroll 
Tibbetts ’41G, Mary Kelly
O’Connell ’39G



Classnotes Classnotes

1976 
class agents
Jane Dever Barry
jane.barry@tdbanknorth.com

Mary Beth Vargus
mvargus@comcast.net

Our prayers go out to Jane Dever
Barry whose father Robert Dever
passed on February 20.

OIA Notes: We wish to express 
our thanks to the many individuals
who helped make the 160th An-
niversary celebration so special, 
including Jane Dever Barry who
served as a Eucharistic minister
with her sister Paula Dever Hill ’81
helping as a gift bearer.

1977 
class agents
Susan Dever Marriner
marrinerfamily@verizon.net

Ellen Ferriter McAllister
kmcallifam@comcast.net

Patricia Malone Perry
pmperry@hotmail.com

Our prayers go out to Susan Dever
Marriner whose father Robert
Dever passed on February 20.

Please send thoughts to Ellyn 
Sartucci Dunford as her husband,
General Joseph Dunford, Jr. begins
his tour as supreme commander
leading the troop withdrawal in
Afghanistan. 

Please keep Barbara Ratto in your
thoughts as she is dealing with
health issues.

1978 Reunion
class agent
Dianne Chase Chase
diannechase@austin.rr.com

OIA Notes: We wish to express 
our thanks to the many individuals
who helped make the 160th An-
niversary celebration so special, 
including Ellen Gilmore who
served as a gift bearer with her 
sister Kerry Gilmore Burke ’75.

OIA Note: We hope you will join 
us for your upcoming reunion on
April 27, 2013. Please visit
www.ndahingham.com/1978 to
RSVP or call Director of Alumnae
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1979 
class agents
Mary Hayes Lawrence
lawmolly@aol.com

Linda Shaughnessy Leroy
ljleroy1@aol.com

Rita McNulty Taugher
ritataugher@taugher.com

Congratulations to Nancy O’Brien
who recently started at MIT as 
a leadership gift officer in 
development.

1980 
class agents
Janice Hayes Cha
jhayescha@gmail.com

Michelle McGee
mmcgee@kdmpc.com

Shelagh Foley Sullivan
shelagh@optonline.net

Please pray for Regina Toland 
Bender whose mother Evelyn
passed in November.

1981 
class agents
Mary Sullivan Butler
butler.dux@comcast.net

Mary McHugh McKelvey
mjmckel@comcast.net

Lauren Murphy Tobin
tobin72@comcast.net

Our prayers go out to Paula Dever
Hill whose father Robert Dever
passed on February 20.

OIA Note: We wish to express our
thanks to the many individuals
who helped make the 160th An-
niversary celebration so special, 
including Paula Dever Hill who
served as a gift bearer with her 
sister Jane Dever Barry ’76 helping
as a Eucharistic minister.

1982 
class agent
Maureen Feeley Ridings
maureenridings@comcast.net

1983 Reunion
class agents
Linda Federico
LFederico@cookandcompany.com

Diane O’Brien Gaudet
diane.gaudet@gmail.com

Jeanne Higgins
jeannehiggins5@comcast.net

Maura Tierney will make her
Broadway debut in Lucky Guy
alongside two-time Tony nominee
Courtney B. Vance and Tom
Hanks. The play began its run 
in March. 

OIA Note: We hope you will join 
us for your upcoming reunion 
on April 27, 2013. Please visit
www.ndahingham.com/1983 to
RSVP or call Director of Alumnae
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1984 
class agents
Jill Flaherty Dunbar
jill3@comcast.net

Jennifer McDermott Lance
ja_lance@verizon.net

Kimberly Carvelli Marcia

1985 
class agents
Nancy Stolfa Loewe
loewenancy@yahoo.com

Jennifer Clary Rohnstock
jcrohnstock@comcast.net

Please pray for: MaryBeth 
Sullivan-Dickey whose sister
Deirdre Sullivan White ’84 passed
on October 18 and for Jennifer
Clary Rohnstock whose father 
recently underwent heart surgery.

OIA Note: Thank you to Jen Clary
Rohnstock for sharing news on her
classmates from a mini-reunion
they had recently. Kate Hoffman
Hacker was visiting the south
shore, and they saw it as a perfect
opportunity to get together and re-
connect! Kate lives in Georgia with
her husband Ed and son Will. She
recently completed a degree in 
Education and is happily working
as a special education teacher at 
a local high school. Noelle Geary
Brindamour hosted a lovely dinner
at her house in Scituate. Noelle
and her husband Scott have two
children, Jack and Lauren. Kristen
Ternan Loos and her husband
Scott have a daughter Caroline and
live in Millis. Kristen has contin-
ued her career in the insurance 
industry. Kerry Allen Langlois and
her husband Scott live in New
Hampshire. 

OIA Note: We wish to express 
our thanks to the many individuals
who helped make the 160th An-
niversary celebration so special, 
including Jennifer Clary Rohnstock
who served as a gift bearer with her
daughter Caroline Rohnstock ’16.

1986 
class agents
Kathryn McConville Flatley
kateflats@yahoo.com

Ellen Sullivan Haynes
ellenhaynes@embarqmail.com

Mary Furlong Healey
mary.healey@comcast.net

Kara Sullivan Lynch
karalynch@comcast.net
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Theresa Rogers Ladka is coaching
track and field at NDA. Welcome
Coach Ladka!

Please pray for Julie Sullivan
whose sister Deirdre Sullivan
White ’84 passed on October 18.

1987 
class agents
Patricia Hart Kelly
pattikelly48@hotmail.com

OIA Note: Thank you to Dr.
Danette Colella, a pediatrician, for
coming to speak with the students
in the Future Helpers and Healers
Club; it was great having her back
on campus!

1988 Reunion
class agent
Amy Graham Delaney
amy@delaneypnp.com

OIA Notes: We hope you will join
us for your upcoming reunion on
April 27, 2013. Please visit
www.ndahingham.com/1988 to
RSVP or call Director of Alumnae
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

We wish to express our thanks to
the many individuals who helped
make the 160th Anniversary 
celebration so special, including
Maura Bell Boucher who served 
as a Eucharistic minister with her
mother Mary McGivern Bell ’61.

1989
class agents
Eileen DeGraan Flaherty
edflaherty@partners.org

Ann Furlong Luukko
aluukko@comcast.net

Colleen Knight Harvey
colleenharvey2@gmail.com

1990 
class agent
Beth Bernier Crowell
bethcrowell@yahoo.com

OIA Note: We wish to express our
thanks to the many individuals
who helped make the 160th An-
niversary celebration so special, 
including Mary Cox Kenny who
served as a gift bearer with her
daughter Katie.

1991 
class agents
Kathryn Sullivan Everett
Katie@thelynchfoundation.com

Shelagh Foley O’Brien
shelaghfobrien@gmail.com

Tabitha LaFarge Ross
tross@nixonpeabody.com

Cheryl Arlanson Russo
cheryl@arlansonplan.com

Robin Sullivan Campbell
mike-robin98@mindspring.com

Please keep the following class-
mates in your prayers: Kristen 
Sullivan Kirkland whose sister
Deirdre Sullivan White ’84 passed
on October 18; Carolyn Cashman
Jones whose sister Collette 
Cashman-Maher passed on 
October 25; and Cheryl Arlanson
Russo whose her grandmother
passed in November.

1992 
class agents
Kathleen Devin Dauphinais
katedauphinais@hotmail.com

Kendra LaFauci Garvin
kenggiovanna@yahoo.com

Amy Hunter-Torres
amytorres777@gmail.com

Terri Santoro Schaffer
tas1120@gmail.com

1993 Reunion
class agents
Amanda Condon Adamczyk
apadamczyk@gmail.com

Nicole Anderson Cox
nicoleacox@comcast.net

Erika Rettman Welch

Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to Christine Quinn Zuendt
for the loss of her grandmother
Alice Quinn.

OIA Note: We hope you will join 
us for your upcoming reunion 
on April 27, 2013. Please visit
www.ndahingham.com/1993 to
RSVP or call Director of Alumnae
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1994 
class agents
Erin Wall Brighton
erin.brighton@gmail.com

Jennifer Mackin
jmackin31@gmail.com

Thank you to Maureen Kelly
Burgess who joined us at 
the Christmas Playdate with 
baby Amelia.

Congratulations to Erin Clarke who
is the editor of the children’s book
Wonder. The novel was named a
#1 New York Times Bestseller! 
Erin is an editor at Random 
House in New York.

1995
class agents
Elizabeth Banker Costello
costellolibby@yahoo.com

Jennifer Howley D’ambra
dambrajenn@gmail.com

Marianne Kroha
Marianne.Kroha@eclerx.com

Nicole Palermo-Cristaldi
palermocristaldi@gmail.com

Kirsten Hughes and her husband
gave birth to John Philip Doherty
on December 21. Kirsten was
voted Republican state party chair
in February. Congratulations
Kirsten! 

1996
class agents
Heather Oberg Brown
hoberg00@yahoo.com

Gina Muscato
you522@aol.com

Luiza Nanu Pellerin
luizapellerin@hotmail.com

Adrienne Fowkes Ramsey
aramsey@babson.edu

Kara Lynch
karalynch1@hotmail.com

Jennifer Schraut
JennSchraut@gmail.com

A note from your classmate, Jesse
Peterson Borraccino: One of my fa-
vorite memories as a student was
that we began each day with
prayer. I remember that we’d pray
for those in need as a school com-
munity in the morning.

I thought this was a great way to
start the day… I’m humbly asking
for the NDA school community 
to keep my Dad in their prayers
during this difficult time. 

1997
class agents
Colleen Carney 
collcarneyeen@gmail.com

Elizabeth Condon Driscoll
elizabethadriscoll@comcast.net

Erin Fontana Faulhaber
efont830@yahoo.com

Kerri Kelley worked abroad on
mega yachts for five years after 
college before going back to
school to earn a degree in Marine
Transportation and an Unlimited
Tonnage Coast Guard license. She
is now sailing on board Exxon’s oil
tanker fleet between Alaska and
California, alongside her fiancé
who is an engineer with the fleet.
She is working toward her Unlim-
ited Master’s license while safely
navigating these 900’ vessels. She
and her fiancé plan to sail their
new yacht to Nova Scotia this
summer.

Therese Plaehn had a starring 
role in the Huntington Theatre’s
production of Our Town. 

OIA Note: Thank you to Kristen
Sullivan St. Amour for helping 
organize the 15th reunion in No-
vember! It was an excellent event!

thursday, july 11 | 6:00 p.m.
Alibi Bar & Lounge

215 Charles Street, Boston 
Charles/MGH Station (Red Line)

There’s nothing quite like summer in Boston! 
Grab a friend and join us for cocktails. 

Cost is $10 and includes light appetizers; cash bar. 

To RSVP, please contact Stevie Lee Taylor in the Alumnae 
Relations office at staylor@ndahingham.com or 

781.749.5930, ext. 2247.  

Young Alumnae Event
Boston

Member of the class of 2000 at NDA’s 160th Anniversary (see note on page 26).
Also, Maureen Kelly Burgess ’94 with baby Amelia and Amy Foy’s niece Cameron,
who was just accepted into the class of ’17.

Philip Doherty, son of Kirsten
Hughes ’95.  

Fall Reunions
save the date: 

saturday 
november 30

Attention 
1998, 2003, and 2008

If you would like to be a part of your

class reunion planning committee,

please contact Stevie Lee Taylor 

in the Alumnae Relations Office 

at staylor@ndahingham.com 

or 781.749.5930, ext. 2247. 

We want to hear from you!



Fiona Moriarty
fionamcmoriarty@gmail.com

Allisandra Mowles is currently in
graduate school at Emory working
on a Ph.D. in biochemistry, cell,
and developmental biology.

Laura Regan is coaching track 
and field at NDA. Welcome 
Coach Regan!

2008 Fall Reunion
class agents
Brittany Concannon
brittany912@verizon.net

Hilary Ippolito
hilarymarie143@yahoo.com

Margaret Maguire
mmagui12@providence.edu

Joanna Timmons
jmtimmons15@yahoo.com

Kate O’Donnell’smother tells us
she is currently working as an au
pair in Switzerland before heading
back to Utah this summer for 
another season working for 
Outward Bound.

Congratulations to Hilary Ippolito
who joined City Year Boston. 
Hilary will serve on the Harvard
Pilgrim Health Care team at the
John P. Holland Elementary
school; she was one of more than
1,100 young adults that applied 
for just 265 positions. 

Ashley Simmons recently started 
a new position in marketing at
Boston University’s College of
Communication. 

2009
class agents
Molly Burke
mburke@bowdoin.edu

Maggie Holland
maggiemags1516@yahoo.com

Kara Dunford
kdford1217@aol.com

Maggie Holland was featured in
The Boston Globe for coming up
from New York to assert her civic
duty and vote in the presidential
election! Way to go Maggie!

Claire Street, in her junior year at
PC, reports she will be spending
second semester in Paris on a
Study Abroad program through
Providence College. As part of her
course requirements, she will be
studying French language, culture,
and art history while living with a
French family from January
through May of 2013.   

OIA Note: We wish to express our
thanks to the many individuals
who helped make the 160th An-
niversary celebration so special, 
including Kelsey Reilly who served
as a gift bearer with her sister
Courtney Reilly Csikesz ’00.

2010 
class agents
Angela Skeiber
dancingANG8@aol.com

Emily Donovan
catcher592@aol.com

Abigail Squires
abbys202010@yahoo.com

Caroline Roche
caroche@comcast.net

Please keep Alyssa Thompson
in your thoughts for the loss of 
her grandmother.

2011 
class agents
Emily Cross
eecros15@g.holycross.edu

Sarah Jasper
sajas82@gmail.com

Kelsey Lutch
rdsx1901@netscape.net

Ciara McManus
mcmanuci@bc.edu

Elizabeth Hennesey is currently at
WPI and very involved with various
programs at school.
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1998 Fall Reunion 
class agents
Lindsay Worswick Caron
indsaycaron714@gmail.com

Courtney Curran
courtneylcurran@gmail.com

Claire Duffy-Finn
claireduffyfinn@gmail.com

Allison Quinn Guido
quinn_a33@hotmail.com

Lindsay Deneault Hobart
lindsay@elitedance.us

Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to Allison Quinn Guido for 
the loss of her grandmother 
Alice Quinn.

Thank you to Erin Henry Verina
for hosting a group of alumnae at
the show she performed in at the
Boston Opera House; Erin was 
the dance captain for Sister Act. We
had a great time!

1999 
class agents
Amanda Callahan
acallahan@rwu.edu

Jennifer Boussy Carroll
jenniferboussycarroll@gmail.com

Kristen Cwirka
kcwirka@hotmail.com

Caitlin Fowkes Jamali
caitlin.jamali@gmail.com

Ashley Taylor Peterson
ashley_taylor_peterson@yahoo.com

Jennifer Boussy Carroll and her
husband Mike welcomed baby 
boy Michael Robert Carroll III 
on January 17. 

2000
class agents
Hayley Cammarata
hayleycammarata@yahoo.com

Meghan Corry
mmcorry@gmail.com

Courtney Madden
courtney.m.madden@gmail.com

Carolyn Launie Nolan
carolyn.l.nolan@gmail.com

Several members of the Class of
2000 attended the Anniversary
Mass at NDA, including: Carolyn
Launie Nolan, Courtney Reilly
Czikesz, Amy Foy, Shauna Sanson
Gilhooly, Stacy Baertson, and
Amanda Murphy. We hope you 
can join us in December 2013 for
our annual Christmas Playdate!

Stephanie Queripel Monahan
married Joshua Monahan last 
August. Both attended Wentworth
Institute of Technology.

Carolyn Launie Nolan and her 
husband Tim are over the moon
with the arrival of their first child,
Winnie Irene Nolan, on October
12, 2012. The Nolans currently 
live in Winchester.

OIA Note: We wish to express our
thanks to the many individuals
who helped make the 160th An-
niversary celebration so special, 
including Courtney Reilly Csikesz
who served as a gift bearer with
her sister Kelsey Reilly ’09.

2001
class agent
Alyssa Mazeika
alyssa.mazeika@gmail.com

2002 
class agents
Erin Daly
erin.m.daly@gmail.com

Jillian Harrison Dumas
jillharrison@gmail.com

Please pray for Jennifer Dunphy
whose father, James, passed 
away on November 1.

2003 Fall Reunion
class agent
Meredith Daly
meredithdaly@gmail.com

Maureen MacEachern McHugh
married Jason McHugh on 
November 3, 2012. The happy 
couple lives in Waltham. 

Kristen McDonoughmarried Brian
Gowin on October 6, 2012 at 
Mission Church in Boston. “All be-
cause two people fell in love” was
their wedding theme and Kristen’s
attendants included classmate
Ciara Sullivan. Kristen and Brian
live in Washington D.C. where she
is a lobbyist for the National Elec-
trical Contractors Association. 

2004 
class agents
Meaghan Cotter
meaghanmariecotter@gmail.com

Jill O’Sullivan
osullivan.jill@gmail.com

2005 
class agents
Katelyn D’entremont
Kdentremont8@gmail.com

Kristina Valente
KRValente@StateStreet.com

Amy Wright
ponzatron@gmail.com

Nicole Benson is employed as a
registered nurse at North Shore
Medical Center in Salem.

Megan McCarthy was recently
hired as the development chief 
of staff at New Profit in Boston. 

OIA Note: Thank you to Kristina
Valente for helping organize two
young alumnae get togethers!

2006 
class agents
Meagan Dwyer
meagandwyer@comcast.net

Molly English
molly.english@richmond.edu

Alyssa Williams
alyssa_8637@verizon.net

Congratulations to Arianna Brown
’06 for completing the Chicago
Marathon in October.

2007
class agents
Maura Dee
ndee1811@gmail.com

Molly Griffin
mgriffin109@gmail.com

Mary Kate Jasper
marykate.jasper@gmail.com

Classnotes

1 Michael Robert Carroll III, son
of Jennifer Boussy Carroll ’99 .

2 Winnie Irene Nolan, daughter
of Carolyn Launie Nolan ’00 .

3 Stephanie Queripel Mona-
han’00 on her wedding day. 

4 Maureen MacEachern
McHugh ’03 married Jason
McHugh on November 3, 2012.

5 Kristen McDonough ’03 
married Brian Gowin on 
October 6, 2012.

ONE NIGHT ONLY!
An Alumnae Musical Revue
Saturday, June 8  |  7:30 p.m.  |  Cushing Auditorium 

Join us for this one-night only extravaganza – 
the theater must close!

M.E. Puzo Bailey ’96 and former NDA music director Paul Kelly are producing NDA’s
last performance in the Cushing Auditorium before renovations begin. More than 30
alumnae are participating and they will perform the songs you remember from your
high school days – both from the stage and during liturgies. 

M.E. says she feels like she has come full circle by producing the event. “We have a won-
derful cast stretching from Roxbury to the Class of 2011. We have already rehearsed 
“Thy Word,” “We Are One Body,” and “I Feel A Song Coming On” and we are ready to 
put on a great show. In addition to sharing memories, singing songs, and reviving some
jazz hands, this event will serve to help raise money for the renovation of Cushing 
Auditorium.” 

The evening will also include a video presentation, taking viewers through many 
of the NDA productions. If you have photos or video from your time on the NDA 
stage, we would love to see them! Please clearly label the photo or video and send it 
to Alumnae Relations, NDA, 1073 Main Street, Hingham, MA 02043 or email 
alumnae@ndahingham.com. 

The box office will open in April. Please watch for ticket prices and reception information. 

1 2

3

5

Arianna Brown ’06 completed the Chicago Marathon.

4
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1930s
Lillian Polcari ’35R passed away on December 1. 
She had a long and lovely career in her family 
restaurant business.

Grace Morrisroe Vozella ’36R passed away on 
December 4. She is survived by her two children.

1940s
Gertrude Ann Walsh Messing ’40G passed away 
on October 15. She is survived by her husband, six
children, eleven grandchildren, and one great 
grandchild. She is the last of the six Walsh sisters
who all attended NDA’s Granby Street campus:
Miriam Browne ’37, Patricia McGrath ’38, 
Julia Van Veen ’44, Margery Horrigan ’46, and
Kathleen Powers ’48.

Dorothy Clarkson Teehan ’41R passed on Novem-
ber 25. She is survived by her ten children, 25
grandchildren, and 15 great grandchildren.

Sister Virginia Ball ’40R passed away on December
19. Sister Virginia entered the Sisters of Notre 

Dame de Namur at Waltham on in 1940 and pro-
fessed her Perpetual Vows in 1948. Sister Virginia’s
ministries were in Somerville, South Boston, 
Cambridge, South Boston, Worcester, Tyngsboro,
Cincinnati, and Ipswich.

1950s
Anne-Marie Power Simon ’58R passed away on 
February 14. She is survived by her husband of 50
years and their three children and six grandchildren.
She is also survived by her sister Elaine Power
Schnieder ’60R.

1970s
Ann Marie Driscoll Hoarty ’79 passed away on 
October 6, surrounded by her family. She is survived
by her husband, son, and two daughters.

1980s
Deirdre Sullivan White ’84 passed away on October
18. She is survived by her two sons, and three sisters: 

MaryBeth Sullivan-Dickey ’85, Julie Sullivan ’86, 
and Kristen Sullivan Kirkland ’91. 

Friends and Family 
Sister Mary-Elizabeth Sheehan’s sister Catherine 
Flaherty passed away on January 2. Please keep 
Sister Mary-Elizabeth in your thoughts and prayers.

Madeline Bartlett, former math teacher and assis-
tant principal, passed away on November 23. Mrs.
Bartlett worked at Notre Dame from 1977 – 1988.

Board member Brother Dan Skala’s mother passed 
on October 19 and his father passed away on 
December 23. 

Jennah McKenney’s ’14 father passed away on 
January 6. 

Sister Marie St. Barbara Connolly’s sister, Sr. Julie,
passed on January 10. Sister Julie entered the Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur in Waltham in 1953 
receiving her first vows in 1956 and professed her 
Perpetual Vows in 1961.  

Ex
pr

es
si
on

s

Listings reflect notifications received by the Office of Institutional Advancement through February
22, 2013. In order to accommodate all listings, we are able to include only basic family, educational,
and professional information for alumnae obituaries. Our Friends and Family section lists only 
immediate family members of our current students, faculty, and staff. We will continue to publish 
updates on the families of alumnae in the Class Notes section of vita! and the Intentions section of the
Alumnae E-Newsletter. Should you wish to have a classmate or family member remembered, please
contact alumnae@ndahingham.com.

2012 
class agents
Maeghan Price
maeghanprice@yahoo.com

Eileen O’Malley
omalley134@comcast.net

Sara Petriella, a member of the
Massachusetts Maritime crew team,
posted a second place finish in the
women’s novice eight race at the
Amherst Fall Invitational and a first
place finish at the New Hampshire
Championships.

Clarinetist Lea Cunningham was
awarded the Richard N. Shattuck
Memorial Scholarship at the MMEA
Southeastern District Senior High
School Music Festival. This scholar-

ship is awarded to former South-
eastern District musicians in their
freshman year of college who are
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in
music education. Lea is currently 
a freshman at the University of 
New Hampshire.  

Mae Price shared with us that 
she’s a biochemistry major at
Umass Amherst and loving it! 
Way to go, Mae!

Congratulations to Maggie Powers
who was recently elected to the
board of The Heights, Boston 
College’s newspaper, as assistant 
layout editor. 

InMemoriam

Former Faculty Member Jane Wessen was recently attending a wedding at 
St. Dominic’s Chapel at Providence College and ran into Claire Street ’09.

Classnotes

The Visionary — Kayla Burgess ’14

Kayla won a Gold Key in Ceramics in the 2013 Boston Globe Scholastic Art Competition. The bust, which is a self-por-
trait, took Kayla a month to complete. She shares, “It was very hard work getting all the features just right. I decided
to portray my glasses on the bust as an added creative touch and also made the expression on my face one of pos-
itivity and outlook.” 

Mission

Notre Dame Academy is a vibrant, Catholic, college-preparatory learning community, sponsored by the Sisters of Notre
Dame de Namur. e Academy guides young women in their personal faith formation, challenges students to pursue ac-
ademic excellence, and encourages social responsibility on behalf of global justice.

In support of this mission,vita! magazine communicates through its pages the newsworthy activities of members of the NDA
community. vita! is published three times a year for alumnae, parents, faculty, staff, and friends of the Academy.
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