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Congratulations

   to the Class 

of 2012!

The Class of 2012 set a new record for participation:  
one hundred percent of the class made a gift to NDA!

To read more about how they inspired giving at NDA, see page 17.

hank youT seniors!

Anne and Emily Nonnamaker
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Franklin Pierce was president. e first
World’s Fair was held in Crystal Palace, New York.
Henry David oreau published “Walden” and
Harriet Tubman began the Underground Railroad.
A Women’s Rights Convention was held in New
York City. e Steinway Piano Company moved
from Germany to the United States. e first fire
engines, although horse drawn, hit the streets, and
Cincinnati was the first U.S. city to pay firefighters
a regular salary. Michelin, the tire maker, was born, as was Vincent Van Gogh. New 

products, such as an envelope folding machine, condensed milk, potato chips, the electric telegraph, sewing machines
that could make buttonholes, and the accordion were patented. Verdi’s “La Traviata” premiered in Venice, Italy. 
Territory was organized after separating from Oregon Territory, the territories of Nebraska and Kansas were established
and the Gadsden Purchase was settled - $10 million given to Mexico for the land that would become New Mexico
and southern Arizona. Street signs were authorized for San Francisco intersections and major streets were lit by gas
for the first time. e Crimean War began but the Civil War was still eight years away. e Republican Party (Grand
Old Party) was founded by anti-slavery expansion activists. Pope Pius IX proclaimed the Immaculate Conception, 
stating that Mary was without sin.

is was the world as it was known by the first students of Notre Dame Academy. One hundred and sixty years ago
this fall, in 1853, the Academy opened its doors for the first time. We are the oldest, continuously operating, Catholic
day school for young women in New England and we are NDA Proud!

We have this lengthy legacy because we have always offered what young women needed at the time. In our early days,
when it was the norm for men to be trained as secretaries, NDA students were taught office management skills.
rough several war times, when the men of the community were away fighting, NDA students were taught skills that
would prepare them to get jobs so they could support their families on their own. In the 1960s, when America was
reeling from assassinations and civil rights actions and the church was developing in response to Vatican II, NDA 
students were challenged to learn about social justice, the Holocaust, and world cultures. ey were taught to analyze
and question in the search for truth and societal change. Teachers worked in collaboration with each other and team
taught a humanities program, integrating literature, history, and the arts. When Title IX took effect, NDA responded
by strengthening and expanding its athletic program.   

For 160 years Notre Dame Academy has been committed to the faith formation and college preparatory education
of young women in the Archdiocese of Boston under the sponsorship of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. ank
you for being part of our story.

Each generation of NDA women has experienced unique educational opportunities and our current students are no
exception. In this issue of vita! you will read about how NDA continues, in this day and time, to respond to the 
needs of students in the 21st century. Enjoy!

Sister Barbara A. Barry, SNDdeN ’69
President
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e Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur brought the teachings of Saint Julie
Billiart to Boston in 1853, opening the first Boston Academy of Notre Dame
on Lancaster Street in the North End. A second Notre Dame Academy 
followed in 1854 in Roxbury, eventually boasting both an elementary school
and a boarding program. 

e Boston Academy quickly outgrew the Lancaster Street location, moving
to Berkeley Street, then 400 e Fenway, where Emmanuel College was 
established in 1919. As the college grew, the Sisters moved the Boston 
Academy once more, to Granby Street, where it remained until 1954. 

At that time, the two Academies were combined at the bucolic Roxbury cam-
pus. Boarders transferred to the Academy of Notre Dame in Tyngsboro, and
the entire mansard roof brick Victorian was filled with high school students.

As the city changed, many Boston families moved to the south shore, increas-
ing the need for a Catholic high school for girls in the suburbs. After a long
search, the Sisters of Notre Dame purchased a large tract of land in Hingham.

Today, the 68-acre campus draws students from 40 cities and town, from
Boston to Cape Cod. Saint Julie’s edict to “teach whatever is necessary to
equip the students for life” has expanded to include Mandarin, neuroscience,
engineering, and more. A highly competitive athletic program, expansive
campus ministry, and wide ranging opportunities in the arts and after school
make for a dynamic college preparatory environment.

As we prepare to celebrate 160 Years of Faith, Character, and Scholarship, 
we invite our current students, our alumnae, their parents, and our friends 
to be a part of a year of festivities. Planned highlights include a community
Mass, a day of service, and an ongoing speakers series. 

To learn more, visit www.ndahingham.com/160th or call the Advancement
Office at 781.749.5930, ext. 2244.

NDA Turns 160 
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from Main Street

historic novel selected for 2012-2013
Notre Dame is pleased to

announce that the One
Book One School selec-
tion for the upcoming

year is Between Shades
of Gray by Ruta Sepetys. 

It is Sepetys’ debut novel and was
greeted with critical acclaim. The
novel incorporates elements of 
history, social sciences, art, and
theology and provides a riveting
account of a fifteen-year-old
Lithuanian girl’s experience in the

death camps that were located in Siberia during World War II. 

We encourage all members of the NDA community to read 
this historic novel. Programs and events will be planned
through- out the year to enhance the reading of the book. 

from Main Street

service in west virginia  
This June, 86 members of the
NDA community traveled to
Chapmanville, West Virginia on 
a nine day service trip to repair
and rebuild homes. The Ap-
palachia Service Trip is an 
annual community undertaking
– the number of girls and par-
ents who volunteered their time
is quite impressive, but the 
people who helped support their
efforts – through their dona-
tions and quilts – is notable! 

Tracey Pixler P’14 joined her daughter Grace. She shared, “Grace and 
I really enjoyed this trip!  So many great memories were made, and 
we met some incredibly kind and generous people.  It truly was an 
experience that we will never forget.”

new mexico trip   
Over Easter break, 15 students traveled to New Mexico for an immersion
trip at “El Ranchito de Los Ninos,” a non-profit organization that strives 
to keep brothers and sisters together as an alternative to foster care. Prior
to the trip, Campus Ministry Director Michelle Kelley said, “By being 
present to the children of El Ranchito . . . we can widen our connection 
to those that are different than us and, in turn, learn they are the same 
as us, because we are all children of God.” 

After touring Santa Fe and several churches, the students returned to 
El Ranchito and spent time with the children. Lindsey MacQueen ’12
reflected, “The kids were home [from school] when we got back from
Santa Fe. The siblings living at the ranch quickly became friends . . . It 
was amazing how quickly they warmed up to us. We felt like we were 
truly making a difference in these people’s lives.”

Lindsey returned from the trip with a new perspective on family, faith, and
community. “We all had a wonderful experience. To think that we all had
an impact on someone else’s life is a great feeling. Even though we were
only at the ranch for a few days, I feel that we made a difference in their
life.” We thank these students for their service in New Mexico and for the
lessons that they brought back to NDA!

o
n

e 
bo

ok one scho
o

l

 
 

Members of the Class of 2014 in West Virginia:
Lawson Buckley, Maggie Curtis, Savery Meuer,
and Grace Pixler.

easter baskets
The Easter Campaign was a
huge success once again. With
donations from students, 
faculty, staff, and parents,
Campus Ministry created 120
Easter pails for the children 
of Carolina Hill, Notre Dame
Education Center, and Julie’s
Family Learning Program.
Freshmen donated pails and
Easter grass, sophomores
contributed candy, juniors provided small toys, seniors were
responsible for chocolate bunnies and faculty and staff do-
nated Easter basket bags. Thank you to everyone who helped
make this holiday special for others!

lenten project
This spring, Campus Ministry selected a compound in Pelende,
Congo, that offers a school and a health clinic to be the benefi-
ciary of this year’s Lenten Campaign. Students and faculty
raised funds to help provide pre and post natal services and
child healthcare. They also contributed to funding the educa-
tion of children that live on the compound. The campaign was
a huge success and we want to thank those who contributed. 

community 

Servingour

Celebrating 

of faith, character, and scholarship

Hingham (1965-present) 

Lancaster
Street
(1853-1864)

The 
Fenway
(1916-1931)

Granby
Street
(1931-1954)

Roxbury
(1854-1965) 

Berkeley
Street

(1864-1916)



scholars at the un
Twenty-five senior and junior members of the Scholars 
Program traveled to New York City for a visit to the United
Nations. The Scholars toured the UN before meeting with
Sister Jean Stoner, the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur's
representative at the UN. It was an enlightening trip for all! 

miaa student ambassadors for 2012-2013
The MIAA recently announced that Jill Larrow ’14 will join
Shauna Owen ’13 as an MIAA Student Ambassador. The
role of a MIAA Student Ambassador is to provide students
with the opportunity to become more involved in the
MIAA and to gain valuable leadership skills. Ambassadors
provide feedback for the MIAA and also distribute infor-
mation from the MIAA to the member school. 

brain awareness week
NDA’s Neuroscience Network (N3) organized a two-day
internal outreach event in honor of Brain Awareness Week,
and invited members of the NDA community to partici-
pate in student designed neuroscience learning experi-
ences. One-hundred and thirty-six participants learned
from their peers as they built neurons, explored real
brains, learned about brain evolution and more. 

engineering experience
On March 28, the Robotics Team joined the AP Physics
class on a trip to visit the IST Energy facility in Waltham.
Students learned about how IST engineers have developed
a way to convert trash into energy. From there, the group
of sixteen girls, Science teachers Steven Joyce and Renee
Parry headed to the MIT Museum in Cambridge to see
past and present engineering feats and robots. Students
were able to witness real life examples of science that they
studied in the classroom. 

there’s an app for that
Faculty members had a summer assignment – explore
how their new iPads can enhance the classroom experi-
ence. Each teacher was given an iPad and the technology
department will offer training sessions during the sum-
mer. Students will see teachers using various “apps” this
September.
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from Main Street

paris and rome    

During April vacation, World Languages teachers Anne Marie Gean and
Marianne Martin, and 20 girls participated in a French home stay program
and enjoyed the sights and sounds of Paris. Each student was able to 

experience life as a teen in France first
hand. They stayed with families in the
town of Epernay and attended classes
at Notre Dame de St. Victor. Students
also visited Paris and enjoyed dinner 
in the Eiffel Tower. During the same
week, 22 Latin students traveled with
Theology teacher Kate Carter and Latin
teacher Moriah Bedard to Italy. They 
visited Rome and Sorrento where they
practiced their Italian and used their
Latin knowledge to read the inscriptions
on the ancient ruins and monuments.

Congratulations to Courtney Murray
Russillo ’00, who has been named
English Department Chair. Russillo’s

experience, energy, and ideas for cur-
riculum will continue to strengthen the

department and support the teaching and
learning of our students.

Staff members Katie Quinn Miller ’97, Lynne Artz, Kim Weck-
bacher, Meredith Frank, and Cathy Callahan traveled to 
Connecticut and participated in FinalSite’s annual conference. ey
learned about new enhancements to the public website and the 
community portals.

Social Studies teacher Courtney Chapman taught financial literacy 
to high school students in Cambridge. e program, Just-A-Start,
covered topics such as budgeting, credit, and planning for college.

Technology staff members Michael Minihane and Kim Weckbacher
attended the International Society for Technology in Education 
annual conference. is membership association is for educators 
engaged in advancing excellence in learning and teaching through
the use of technology.

Computer Science teacher Betty Cheyne was accepted to a program
at Carnegie Mellon University. e three-day class was called: 
“Exploration in Computer Science for High School Educators.”

Assistant Principal Connie Hyder, Principal Kathleen Rowley 
Colin ’89, and eology teacher Sister Pat Toce attended the Sisters
of Notre Dame international education conference at Emmanuel 
College.

Athletic Trainer Carolyn Rein ’86 was selected as the first runner up
for the inaugural Magnus Health ASHE Award for Achievement in
School Health Excellence. is national award recognizes the vital
role of health professionals at our nation’s schools. 

David Gianferante was named the MIAA 2012 Girls Golf Coach of
the Year. Coach Gianferante recently led the golf team to its 11th State
Championship. 

Physics teacher Rick Kates was named the MIAA 2012 Outdoor
Track Coach of the Year. Coach Kates was also recently certified as 
an athletic administrator by the National Interscholastic Athletic 
Administrators Association. 

At the end of this past year, we bid a fond farewell to Maura Norton,
Lisa Rafferty and Lindsey Gatto Harr ’03 and send best wishes for
the future as they leave the NDA community and begin new chapters
in their lives.

Staff members Katie Quinn Miller ’97, Lynne Artz, Meredith Frank, Cathy Callahan, and Kim Weckbacher.

focus on the
faculty
and staff

art show accolades 
The NDA community is proud to announce that
several of our students won awards at the 10th

Congressional District Art Show. Taryn Carey ’15,
Deirdre Gill ’14, Marissa Nader ’14, Alex Oremus ’14,

Catherine Pitts ’13 and Charlotte Rose ’15, along with their families, 
attended a reception with Representative Bill Keating at the Duxbury
Art Complex where their work was displayed. 

2012

choral concerts
On March 24, the 25 members of the Notre Dame Academy Festival
Choir participated in the inaugural Pueri Cantores New England
Choral Festival at Saint Paul’s Church in Harvard Square. Choirs from
Massachusetts and New Hampshire spent the day rehearsing and
performed at the Festival Mass later that evening. Led by Music
teacher Rosemarie Gentile, the girls did an excellent job and had a
fantastic time. 

from Main Street

anne of green gables 
The final drama production of the
2011-2012 academic year was a
beloved classic, L.M. Mont-
gomery’s Anne of Green Gables. 
The show premiered on June 1. The
lead role of Anne Shirley was
awarded to Julia MacDougall ’13.
Gabby Hunt ’12 and Tess Wenger
’12 portrayed Marilla and Matthew
Cuthbert, respectively. Congratula-
tions to the entire cast and crew
on a wonderful depiction of this
timeless classic.

Julia MacDougall '13 as Anne Shirley

nda players get rave reviews
NDA is very proud to announce several prestigious awards 

received by members of the NDA Players at this year’s 
State Drama Festival. Emily Bruce ’13 was recognized as 
a member of the All Star Acting Company. Kai Wong ’12, Nina Murney ’14, and Alexandra Rice ’15 received accolades 

for All Star Technical Company for Props. 



Alpine Ski
With over 71 participants, the Alpine Ski team
had a tremendous season, placing first in the

Ski East Division. All-star accolades were awarded
to Amelia Brown ’13, who was Globe All Scholastic,

Jessica Peterson ’13, Marie Gilman ’12, Grace Petro ’13,
Victoria Mulkern ’14, Audrey Madigan ’13,
Katie McNamara ’13, Julie Flanagan ’15 and
Erin Murray ’13. The team had nine girls qual-
ify for the state tournament and 14 girls qual-
ify for the MIAA State Alpine Ski Race. 

Basketball
Basketball more than doubled its win total
from last season, finishing with a regular
season record of 14-6. The team partici-
pated in two tournaments, the Springfield

Tournament and the
Franklin Tournament.

The team was named
an eighth seed in the
South Section Tour-
nament. NDA hosted

and beat Holliston
High School in the first

round but fell to the first seed
Scituate in the second round. McKenna 
Cudgma ’13 earned all-star honors at the
Springfield Tournament and Alex Dalton ’13
received all-star recognition during the
Franklin Tournament. 

Cheerleading
The Cheerleading team was led by captains Erin LeRoy ’12 and Annie
Holbrook ’12 this season. Despite not competing this season due to
low numbers, the 11 participants had a great time cheering for Boston
College High School’s basketball team.

Dance
Captains Maria Costa ’12 and Bailey Jordan ’12 and the entire dance
team helped create an exciting atmosphere at NDA’s own basketball
games, performing during halftime. The team participated in a 
competition held at Emmanuel College and placed fifth in the all style
division before competing in the state competition held in Lowell.

Gymnastics 
Gymnastics had a record breaking season with a league record of 6-0
and a non-league record of 9-1. Hayley Lyons ’15 was named NDA’s
first ever Boston Globe All Scholastic gymnast and earned honors as a
Herald All Scholastic as well. NDA placed second out of 12 teams at
the Cranberry League Championship and was awarded the Cranberry

League North Championship title. Seven 
individuals qualified for the Massachusetts
State Coaches Association Individuals
Meet. Captain Anne Nonnamaker ’12 also
qualified for senior nationals. 

Indoor Track
Indoor track earned the
title of DCL Division II
Champions, as well as
Catholic Conference
Meet Champions with
an overall record of 11-0.
They were also a Division II Sec-
tional Finalist, placing second overall. NDA
won its third consecutive Dual County
League Indoor Track and Field title and
placed fourth at the Dual County Champi-
onship meet. The team participated in the
Boston Indoor Games, a national event
which welcomes Olympians, and placed
sixth. Sophomore Amanda Reilly ’14
finished the season as the number one
ranked sophomore in the state. NDA 
finished third at the MIAA All State meet
after an incredible season.

Ice Hockey
Ice hockey finished the season with a record 
of 10-8-2 and tied with two other teams for 
first place in the Catholic Conference. Captain 
Emily LaFond ’12 received the Boston Bruins 

and MIAA Sportsmanship award. In its ninth 
season as a varsity sport, the Cougars initiated their

first ever alumnae game, which was a great success! The team hosted 
the annual Cougar Classic and advanced to the first round of the 
state tournament. 

SPORTS
Winter

wrap-up
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from Main Street

Golf
Congratulations to the golf team on winning
its 11th consecutive state championship!

Boasting an 18-0 record, Emily LaFond ’12,
Aimee Dubois ’12 and Lauren Flynn ’12 each

earned Globe All Scholastic and Herald All Scholas-
tic honors. The golf team ends the season with an impressive 
winning streak of 167-0. Three girls were ranked in the top ten slots
in the state tournament and four members of the team were invited
to the New England Regionals. 

Lacrosse
Varsity Lacrosse had an exceptional season, ending with a record of
19-1. Co- captains Alex Dalton ’13 and Caroline Rizzo ’12 earned Herald
All Scholastic honors and Alex was named a US Lacrosse All-Ameri-
can and Boston Globe All Scholastic honors. The team qualified for the
state tournament, beating Braintree in the first round and Newton
North in the quarterfinals. The Cougars fell in the semi-finals to 
Westwood. Alex Dalton ’13 and Julia Simmons ’13 were named 2012
US Lacrosse Women’s National Tournament Champions. 

Sailing 
The sailing program continued to grow this season and was
blessed with great weather. Although they finished 1-7 overall, 
the team had a program high of 26 participants. The team placed
19th at the Mass Bay League B South Division championships 
and hopes to keep strengthening the program.

Softball 
Softball tied for first place in the Catholic Conference
with a record of 13-3. The Cougars were captained
by Maggie Norton ’12 and Nina Pascarelli ’12 and
boasted four all-stars, including Amanda Dole ’14,
Carolyn Barrett ’12, Meg Barrett ’14 and Nina 
Pascarelli ’12. The team qualified for the state 
tournament, but lost in the first round. 

Tennis 
With a 10-0 in league record, NDA’s tennis team earned
first place in the Catholic Conference. An overall record of
14-4 earned them a spot in the bracket for the state tourna-

ment. NDA beat Durfee in the first round and North Attle-
boro in the quarterfinals. The Cougars fell to Needham in the

semi-final round. Co-captain Meg Garrow ’12 earned recognition as
an all-star. 

Track
Track claimed its 23rd consecutive first place finish in the Catholic
Conference with an overall record of 6-0. NDA hosted the 18th an-
nual Freshmen Sophomore Invitational, which included over 1,200
athletes, and placed third. The team captured its 14th consecutive
NDA Cup and won the Catholic Conference meet with 192 points
and had 14 girls named as all-stars. 

SPORTS
Spring

wrap-up A+ Athletes
Every winter and spring sports team qualified for
the MIAA Gold Academic Excellence Award,
which recognizes teams with a combined GPA
average of 3.0 or above. The indoor track team
topped all winter teams and the varsity softball
team topped all spring teams. Keep up the hard
work, ladies!



On the evening of May 19, family and
friends gathered together for NDA’s 159th
Commencement Ceremony to honor and
celebrate the Class of 2012. As the gradu-
ates move on, they take some very impor-
tant lessons about community, character,
faith, and courage with them. Classmates
and speakers alike shared some inspiring
parting thoughts on this special occasion.  

159th Commencement
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ongratulations

1) The Notre Dame community offers its congratulations to
the Class of 2012!

2) Grace O’Donovan and Caroline McDonald 

3) Rachelle del Aguilla and Gabrielle Cremone

4) Grace Cotter Regan ’78 was the commencement speaker.

5) Emily Walton was chosen, via an anonymous essay con-
test, to be the student graduation speaker. 

6) Valedictorian Michelle Oullette and Salutatorian 
Nicole Ferreira

7) Allison McIntyre received the Saint Julie award which 
is given to the graduate who best personifies the 
qualities of NDA’s patron saint. 

8) Members of the Class of 2012 process 
to the front field for the ceremony.

9) Lauren Varela and Meaghan Sullivan 

10)Sarah Yetman smiles as she walks off 
the stage after receiving her diploma.

11) Celebrate, Class of 2012!

C class of 2012!

2

1

5 8

7

4 4

in this way, we 

can achieve greatness . . . Go out

into the world and have the courage

to mold it and change it . . . Finish

writing our stories and make them

great ones that we can all be

proud of.” — Emily Walton ’12

We must all remain
courageous;

“

young eighth grade version 

of myself and turned her into a confident, independent and unique

student who will stay true to this vibrant character for the rest of 

her life.” — Tess Wenger ’12 

NDA  has taken the shy,“

in Campus Ministry at Notre Dame taught me

that faith is not an abstraction, but an action, it was through my many

interactions with all my classmates here that I was able to recognize 

the faith in others and my faith as well.” — Gabby Hunt ’12

My time spent“

compassionate, and philanthropic in

your lives. I expect you to be leaders

and for each of you to make a 

difference in this world. It is important

that you uncover your desire or 

vocation, name it and embody it.” 

— Grace Cotter Regan ’78

I expect you to be altruistic, “

11

3 Regan Powers, Tess Wenger, and Gabrielle Hunt 

It simply develops

because of the amazing community

that surrounds us. I believe when 

you are encircled in a community 

filled with such love and spirit, you 

are subtly encouraged to become a 

better person.” — Regan Powers ’12 

No one explicitly teaches 
us character.

“

1

6

10

9

2012Graduation



Exceptional College Counseling 
and Placement
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Standing
Coverstory

Out

t first glance, Anne and Emily Nonnamaker can be difficult to tell apart – especially when wearing
their NDA uniform – but the identical twins insist that their polos and kilts actually helped

them develop their individual personalities. ey needed to rely on their own traits, not their outward
appearance, for their friends and teachers to know who was who.

A

With 26 years of experience as NDA’s Direc-
tor of Guidance and Academic Programming
Joan Perrault still learns something new every
day. “e college application process is con-
stantly changing and it’s my job to understand
how these changes will impact our families.” 

Perrault encourages her team of counselors
to visit colleges around the country and meet
with their admissions counselors. She shares,
“Our goal in visiting college campuses is not
only to learn as much as we can about the
institutions, but to market the strength of
Notre Dame Academy and its graduates.
Our president and principal understand the
importance of fostering relationships with
colleges and so they support our desire to
visit campuses and to meet face to face 
with the individuals who will make critical
admission decisions about our students. 
Developing these relationships makes it easy
for an admission counselor to call us about 
a particular applicant. Likewise, we are ex-
tremely comfortable reaching out to them to
ask a question or to advocate for a particular
student.”

e Guidance Department also goes to great
lengths to expose students to a variety of 
colleges. In a joint effort with Boston College
High School, NDA offers summer college 

visits for juniors and seniors. is summer,
seven different chaperoned trips were sched-
uled throughout New England and New
York. College admissions counselors also 
frequent NDA’s campus. ere are three 
college fairs each year and more than 200 
colleges attend. 

Perrault also invites a select group of colleges
to interview applicants at NDA.  She shares,
“Having the admissions counselors on cam-
pus helps them get a sense of the school and
how well prepared the girls are for college.”

Knowing the student and her parents is 
another key component to finding the right
college, so families are required to meet with

a guidance counselor during their daughter’s
junior year. Maura Dagher appreciates how
NDA educates parents on the process. She
has one daughter in college (Courtney ’09 is
at Harvard) and one daughter just starting
to think about where she would like to go
(Caroline is a junior at NDA this fall). 

“Navigating the waters of applying to college
can be overwhelming. e guidance depart-
ment makes an effort to keep you informed
along the way and they take the time to get
to know your daughter and what she is 
looking for in a college. In the end, my
daughter and her friends are very happy with
their college choices.”

support

Unique 

Guidance Counselor Carolyn Powers teach
es a junior

guidance class.

Joan Perrault talks with a college admissions counselorat NDA’s college fair. 

Emily says, “ere is a real sense of community at NDA and that
helped me feel comfortable to be myself. ere was no pressure to
try and be something that I wasn’t.” 

Elizabeth and Julia Mardeusz, also twins in the Class of 2012, served
as co-presidents of Model United Nations this year. Yet, they explain
that while they participated in many of the same experiences during
high school, they were able to find their own voices. Julia shares,
“ere are not any specific ‘types’ at NDA; people do all sorts of
things and everyone has really diverse interests.” 

It’s easy to focus on the homogenous nature of a community clad 
in a standard uniform. But as these young women demonstrate, 
it’s important to go beyond the surface, to consider the individual
experience within the shared. 

at thinking led our vita! staff to ponder the institution itself: What
makes Notre Dame such a special and unique place? What makes us
so different from other schools? As we approach our 160th anniver-
sary, what has cemented our place as one of the leading college
preparatory all-girls’ schools in New England? Our review turned up
some interesting results.

“. . . it’s important to go beyond the surface, to

consider the individual experience within the

shared. That thinking led our vita! staff to pon-

der the institution itself: What makes Notre

Dame such a special and unique place?”

NDA Offers a Unique 
High School Experience

Students at NDA follow a rigorous academic program and
qualified students have the opportunity to enroll in a variety
of Advanced Placement classes. Notre Dame offers 18 AP
classes ranging from Computer Science and Physics to Music
eory and United States History. 

Director of Guidance and Academic Programming Joan Perrault is
proud of NDA’s extensive offerings. “We are able to offer more Ad-
vanced Placement courses than many schools in the area.  ese courses
are taught by trained Notre Dame teachers as opposed to offering them
online.  We are especially proud of the fact that within an all-female 

environment, many of our students have chosen to challenge
themselves with Advanced Placement Physics. More than
eighty percent of our students complete some level of Physics
before they graduate, as opposed to the national enrollment
average of forty-seven percent for high school females.”

e AP experience prepares students for the national AP exams and
with a test score of three or higher (on a scale of one to five), high
school students may receive credit at their college or university in 
addition to high school credit. 

College Credit at 1073 Main Street
college

credit

Unique 

Elizabeth and Julia Mardeusz



In 1980, Social Studies teacher
Sally Ruscito traveled with a
group of students to Washing-
ton, DC to participate in a
new program called Close Up.
Now, more than 30 years later,
NDA has participated in the
Close Up program longer than
any other all-girls’ school in
Massachusetts. e experience,
which uses the nation’s capitol
as a “living classroom” encour-
ages high school students to 
become engaged citizens.

Generations of NDA women
credit this week-long trip as the
catalyst for their involvement in
government and politics, a field
where women remain underrepresented.

Jennifer Dunphy ’02, a lobbyist with O’Neill & Associates, is grate-
ful NDA offered the program. “It was the Close Up trip and the 
conversations and debate spurred by Mrs. Delany and Ms. Ruscito
that really led me to pursuing a dual degree in global studies and 
political science and subsequently joining a number of campaigns 
including John Kerry for President and Hillary Clinton for President.” 

Kirsten Hughes ’95, a lawyer and former
staff member for Senator Scott Brown’s
campaign is now a city councilor in
Quincy, Mass. and shares that the Close
Up program was a real turning point for
her. “I already had a strong passion for
politics, government, and history, but

Close Up turned a hobby into a career path. It definitely shaped
my choices to study law and get into politics.” 

Social Studies department chair Marie Hoy says Close Up is just
one example of how her team encourages students to develop as cit-

izens of the world. is November, NDA will offer a program for
seniors through the Ignatian Solidarity Network. e conference will
build their “capacity to effect positive social change” and participants
will return to campus with personal action plans. Hoy adds, “Our
hope is that this trip will appeal to students who went on Close Up
their junior year. eir understanding of how the government works
will be a real asset to initiating social change.” 

Close Up to Government
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e science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) workforce
is crucial to America’s prosperity, yet women are vastly underrepre-
sented in these fields. Although women account for close to half of 
the U.S. workforce, they hold less than 25 percent of STEM jobs. At
Notre Dame, students take four years of mathematics and nearly 90
percent of students enroll in four years of science. NDA’s curricular
and co-curricular programs are preparing young women to enter this
dynamic field in several new ways: 

Neuroscience Class: Using a hands-on approach, this class examines
the principles of neuroscience, the structure and function of brain
cells and brain areas, and the profile of major neurological disorders.
Neuroscience encourages students to make connections across 
disciplines; it is a new, rapidly
evolving interdisciplinary field
that collaborates with psychology,
anthropology, informatics, com-
puter science, and bioengineering.
Science teacher Marissa Simms 
reports, “Neuroscience is a course
offered only at the most elite high
schools and colleges currently; in
fact, a high school neuroscience
course is an anomaly.” 

Environmental Science Class: In-
forming students about conserving
energy, efficiently using resources,
and making better energy choices
will aid them in making complicated decisions at work and at home.
Both the college preparatory and honors level Environmental Science
classes apply what they learn in class to the local community through
their testing at local vernal pools. eir findings have resulted in the
protection of 14 ecosystems in Hingham and Norwell. 

Engineering Class: is fall, NDA is offering Exploring Engineering
for the first time. Science teacher Renee Parry is excited to expose
young women to many disciplines, including civil, mechanical, elec-
trical, industrial, ocean, biomedical, and environmental engineering.
She shares, “I want students in the class to learn that they have the
ability to learn anything. Exposing them to engineering during high
school can build their confidence for college and beyond.” Parry adds,
“What young women don’t know is that engineering is about 

helping people. I want them to know that with these technical skills
you can make a difference in a person’s life.” 

Robotics Team: Now in its fourth year, the Robotics Team, Girls
Like ‘Bots, is one of two all-girls’ teams in the state. (Ursuline Acad-
emy joined the competitions this past year.) Team members are 
exposed to a number of skill-building activities when designing the
robot: the development of hands-on technical skill, practicing logic
and abstract thinking, and team work at the competitions. Co-Advi-
sor Betty Cheyne shares, “I think what makes our team unique is 

the joy and enthusiasm that the girls exhibit. ey enjoy the process
and the interaction with the other teams. Everyone learns from the 
experience and also gets that great feeling of creating something.” 

Computer Team: e Computer Team allows students to further 
develop their interest in basic computer science skills. Members are
introduced to computer related topics, such as binary numbers, and
use what they learn throughout the year in a series of competitions.
Very few schools have computer teams and the NDA group competes
with teams across the world in quarterly contests sponsored by the
American Computer Science League. 

e Science and Math 
Advantage

program

Unique 
courses 
Unique 

Students at a vernal pool site in Hingham.
The Robotics Team prepares for their next competition.

2011

2000

Elizabeth Mardeusz

Elizabeth will attend Amherst Co-
llege and shares that she is 
excited to establish herself in a
completely new place. Her fa-
vorite class at NDA was Ms.
Merri Weinberg’s AP Literature
class. “The class was really form-
ative for me in terms of learning
to write well and read critically.” 

Julia Mardeusz

Julia will attend Trinity College this
fall. Her involvement in Model
U.N. exposed her to global poli-
tics and she is considering a
major in international studies.
Her favorite class was AP U.S.
History with Mrs. Marie Hoy. 

Anne Nonnamaker

Anne will attend Harvard College
and enroll in the Navy ROTC
program. She plans to major in
engineering and credits Mr. Chris
Bianchi’s math class with piquing
her interest in this field.

Emily Nonnamaker

Emily will attend Tulane Univer-
sity in the fall and plans to
major in ecology and evolution-
ary biology. Due to the prepara-
tion she received in NDA’s AP
classes, she did very well on the
AP exams and already has 22
college credits. 

r e a d y  f o r  c o l l e g e

NDA has participated

in the Close Up pro-

gram longer than any

other all-girls’ school

in Massachusetts.

Nearly 90 percent of

students enroll in four

years of science. 
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Notre Dame is well known for its successful athletics program and
student participation for the 2011-2012 year reached an all-time high
of 78 percent. With 18 interscholastic sports, ranging from
alpine ski to volleyball, the program offers extensive
opportunities for young women. 

Athletic Director Donna Brickley has tracked participation levels
since she began at NDA in 1985. She shares, “During the 1985 –
1986 school year, 47 percent of our students participated in sports.

Over the years we’ve seen
interest skyrocket and have
responded by adding new
teams.” 

According to a survey by the Patriot Ledger, 78 percent participation
is the highest among South Shore high schools. Several towns re-
ported percentages in the low 70s; other schools saw between 51 and
67 percent of their student body involved in sports. 

Senior Emily Lafond played field hockey, ice hockey, and golf for the
Cougars. “ere’s a great sense of community here. Everyone plays at
least one sport, so between that and classes there is a lot of bonding.
All of the teams and the players are really welcoming.”

High Athletic Participation 
“Are service hours required at NDA?” at’s
a question often asked by prospective students
or their parents – and they are usually sur-
prised by the response! Unlike many public
and private high schools, Notre Dame does
not require students to perform community
service hours in order to graduate. 

Serving others is a very vibrant
part of the culture at NDA
and Campus Ministry Direc-
tor Michelle Kelley reports
that 100 percent of the student
body participated in a service
project during the 2011-2012
school year, 70 percent commit-
ted to multiple opportunities,
and 50 percent participated in
off-campus outreach. Kelley
adds, “Our young women make
an intentional choice to live their faith.” 
Opportunities include serving the homeless,
children, and the elderly in local communi-
ties as well as immersion trips around the
country. 

President of the Academy Sister
Barbara A. Barry, SNDdeN ’69
shares that serving the commu-
nity is a response to the call of
Julie Billiart, founder of the
Sisters of Notre Dame de

Namur. “Being of service to one another is
being in relationship with one another. It is
participating in the building up of the King-
dom of God and one way to live out our
baptismal commitment.”

No Service Requirement

the  m eda l l io n
Each year at the Baccalaureate Mass, NDA welcomes a

new class of alumnae into its community of more than

7,500 graduates. The medallion ceremony has been a tra-

dition since the school’s founding in 1853. Each graduate

receives an intricate cross which is engraved with the

school’s name and the graduate’s initials. The medallion

is a symbol of the graduate’s growth in her faith, her

commitment to the ideals set forth by Saint Julie Billiart,

and her academic achievements. Each graduate selects

an alumna sponsor to present her with the medallion. 

In 2009, Molly Burke spoke of the significance of the medallion in an address to her class,

saying, “… they [the medallions] are a way to identify ourselves anywhere as NDA gradu-

ates. More importantly, though, they are our connection to the countless young women

who have graduated before us. They are our connection to the Notre Dame community

and all that it stands for.” 

Sense of Community
When vita! editor Katie Quinn

Miller ’97 asked her colleagues

for suggestions on what makes

NDA unique, her inbox flooded

with very similar responses: the

sense of family and community. 

service

Unique 

“Students at NDA are very supportive of
each other and their endeavors.” 
— Sue Beldotti, Social Studies

“You are expected to hold the door for 
the person behind you!” 
— Mary Perry, Physical Education

“A values-based education is invaluable! 
We are a school that emphasizes the 
importance of the person.”
— Kathleen Rowley Colin ’89, Principal

“What makes NDA unique is not some 
tangible item. It’s the community and
bonds made amongst the teachers and 
students every day in the halls, in the 
classrooms, and out on the fields.”
— Gina Mathews, Math 

“We really do try to respect the families of
athletes. We keep our athletic events focused
on the weekdays, to leave Sunday for family
time and expressions of faith.”
— Donna Brickley, Athletics

“The prayer service and awards ceremony
on the last day of school are a good exam-
ple of community. We don’t just “disap-
pear” after exams, we come together to
celebrate each other’s growth and success.”
— Sister Barbara A. Barry, SNDdeN ’69, 
President

To learn more about what makes NDA
unique, visit www.ndahingham.com. 

Softball players cheer on their teammates
.

The track and field team has the most participants.

The Appalachia service trip is now in its
fourth year. 

Students work with young children

on the South Shore.

e Scholars Program is an experiential
learning program for a select group of bright
and accomplished students. Complementing
NDA’s already strong academic program, it
offers monthly activities that encourage par-
ticipants to consider their personal growth,
the community around them, and their role
in a global society. Some of the most recent
opportunities included a trip to the United
Nations, volunteering at local non-profits,
guest speakers on global issues, and visits
from alumnae. 

Principal Kathleen Rowley Colin ’89 notes
that she knows of no other enrichment 
program like it on the South Shore. “e 
interactive and hands-on nature of this pro-
gram allows our Scholars to learn in a unique
way. We challenge this group to go beyond
listening passively to a guest speaker – we ask
them to create a dialogue, network, and
make connections.” 

Assistant Principal Barbara Mitchell, who
coordinates the program with Colin, adds
that she enjoys getting to know the young
women in this setting. “It’s rewarding to see

the enthusiasm and interest they bring to
each of the activities. We are all learning
something together and this helps build their
comfort level in working with adults.”

Scholars represent the top 15 percent of a
class. Students are invited to participate as
freshmen through the general admissions
process and as sophomores based on their
freshman year academic performance. A
modest scholarship accompanies a student’s
participation and she must maintain 
minimum academic and program criteria
each year.

e Scholars Program program

Unique 

Student athletic par-
ticipation for the 
2011-2012 year reached
an all-time high of 
78 percent.

athletics
Unique 
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e annual Out of the Blue Gala was
a great night for NDA. ree hundred
and fifty alumnae, parents, and friends
helped raise more than $120,000 to
support financial aid. e tremendous
work of Gala Co-Chairs Bet Baker
P’10 ’15 and Jane Dever-Barry ’76 and
the entire committee of volunteers
helped to make the night a success.

Out of the Blue 
Gala 2012

This initial gift – representing an unprecedented 100 per-

cent participation from the senior class – is the founda-

tion of what will be a multi-year campaign to raise at least

$375,000 to replace seats and update systems and décor

in NDA’s auditorium. Already the girls’ commitment 

has inspired others. A friend of the Academy donated

$100,000 and senior class parents and NDA faculty have,

to-date, contributed an additional $33,146, bringing the

current total to $142,398.

Said class treasurer Alex Carrick, “The Cushing Audito-

rium was where my community gathered ... Through our

class dues and kind donations ... future classes will be

able to grow, learn, and mature as we did in this new

auditorium.”

Plans call for the refurbishment of all 870 seats, a three-

phased update of all audio and visual systems, and 

installation of acoustic panels in addition to cosmetic

changes like paint and carpeting. The full scope of the

project will be announced this fall.

If you’d like to learn more about the Campaign for

Cushing Auditorium please contact Lynn Page Flaherty

in the Advancement O ffice at 781.749.5930, ext. 2246

or lflaherty@ndahingham.com.

The Campaign for Cushing Auditorium
kicked off with a flourish at this year’s
Senior Banquet with a $9,252 gift 
from the Class of 2012.

,

Diane O'Brien 
Gaudet ’83 and Edward
Gaudet P’12 ’14

Advancing NDA

Wish Lists 

Each year, our auction includes a “Wish List,” featuring 

items and resources that our department chairs have shared

would be helpful in (and sometimes out!) of the classroom.

Here are just a few of the wishes that came true: 

Coach education classes

An additional portable autom
ated external 

defibrillator for Athletics

Campus Ministry all-school assembly 

Chest-high waders for enviro
nmental science

Sheep brains for dissection

Close Up Scholarship

Transportation costs for the
 French Library field trip

,

Julia Powers P’12, Martha
Falvey P’15, Judy Varney
P’13, and Lauren 
Concannon P’13

Gala Co-Chair Bet
Baker P’10 P’15 and
master-of-ceremonies
Adrienne Cote ’74

Kathleen Torsney
Young '63 and Carol
Troy  P’91 ’94

Gala Co-Chair Jane
Dever-Barry ’76 and her
husband John Barry. 

Susan and Jeff
Winsper P’15

Candy and Stephen
LeVangie P’98 ‘02

campaign 
cushing auditorium

for 

Nancy Doyle Graham
 ’68, Lisa Graham Ba

llantyne ’93, Amy Gr
aham Delaney ’88, D

olores

Ballantyne, and Susa
n Graham Bairstow ’

91 Sharon Mohr P’15 and Kay Golden P’14

Sheila Vieth P’05 ’07 and 
Dianne Reilly P’98 ’00 ’09
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1938
OIA Note: Save the date! Your 75th
reunion is scheduled for April 27,
2013. If you have ideas or sugges-
tions, or would like to be a part of
your Reunion Planning Committee
please call Director of Alumnae 
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247. 

1941
class agent
Isabelle Hurley Walsh
walshi799@aol.com

1942 
class agent
Elizabeth McCarty Grimes

1943
class agent
Position Available

OIA Note: Save the date! Your 70th
reunion is scheduled for April 27,
2013. If you have ideas or sugges-
tions, or would like to be a part of
your Reunion Planning Committee
please call Director of Alumnae 
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1944
class agent
Eleanor Hannigan McKinnon

OIA Notes: Our condolences to
Eleanor Hannigan McKinnon on
the loss of her husband Alan on
May 15. 

Marie O’Hara accompanied her
sister Lois ’47 to the Golden Alum-
nae luncheon in April – be sure to
check out the Reunion Weekend
photos.

1945
class agent
Position Available 

1946
class agent
Position Available

1947 
class agent
Janet LaPoint Manning
jmmedcon@aol.com

OIA Note: Thank you to those of you
from the class of 1947 who were able
to join us and celebrate your 65th
Reunion in April! We had a wonder-
ful time catching up with you.

1948
class agent
Constance Kearney Hanley
connieandjim@comcast.net

OIA Note: Save the date! Your 65th
reunion is scheduled for April 27,
2013. If you have ideas or sugges-
tions, or would like to be a part of
your Reunion Planning Committee
please call Director of Alumnae 
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1949
class agent
Patricia O’Neal Schmitt
patricia.schmitt@gmail.com

1950
class agent
Joanne Roland McCarthy
jjmesq@beld.net

The annual reunion luncheon for
the Class of 1950 Roxbury was held
at Woodland Country Club on May
23. Joanne Roland McCarthy sent
along this update: “As always, the
gathering was extremely enjoyable
- accented with family stories, ca-
reer involvements, and reminis-

cent tales of years gone by. Those
in attendance were, Rosemarie
Flanagan Cronin, Sallyann
MacLeod Donovan, Ellen McDo-
nough Good, Patricia Cunningham
Harrison, Alice Moloney Hen-
nessey, Joan Cunniff Kennedy, Joan
Kraw Kornack,  Joanne Roland 
McCarthy, Ann Grady O’Connor,
Barbara Raftery, Mary Burchill
Sheehan, Paula Winchester Trask,
and Carole McInnis White. There
were notes from classmates who
were unable to attend. Maureen
Malloy Walsh from Phoenix will
join us next year. Mary Welch
Eaton, living in Bennington, Vt will
be joining us next year. Maureen
Sullivan Carey, Nancy Mann Lovez-
zola, Eunice O’Brien Twitchell, and
Marie Hynes Gallagher had gradu-
ation activities to attend. Ann
Leahy Sheehan was still in Florida.
Pat Ruane and Jane Perry are 
undergoing cancer treatments.
Please remember them in your
prayers and also Betty Shea
Mitchell who writes that her mind
is willing but her body does not
participate. Ellen Leary Swider
always sends a nice note but is 
not able to attend. Ellen lives on

Meetinghouse Lane in Scituate.
Patricia Nally Tagney just hasn’t
been able to get out since her 
husband died.

We had a wonderful class. Please
keep in touch and mark your 
calendar for next May’s reunion.
Contact Notre Dame or Joanne 
for any class news.”

1951
class agent
Isabel Drane Wolf
Isabeldwolf85@gmail.com
3559 SW 86th Street
Gainesville, FL 32608

1952 
class agent
Position Available

OIA Note: Thank you to those of
you from the class of 1952 who
were able to join us and celebrate
your 60th Reunion in April! We
had a wonderful time catching up
with you.

1953
class agent – granby
street
Rita Greene Sullivan

class agent – roxbury
Gloria Spriano O’Connor

Sheila Carrigan Roche presented a
medallion to her granddaughter
Jacqueline Roche at the Class of
2012’s Baccalaureate ceremony 
in May.

OIA Note: Save the date! Your
60th reunions are scheduled for
April 27, 2013. If you have ideas or
suggestions or would like to be a
part of your Reunion Planning
Committee please call Director 
of Alumnae Relations Stevie Lee
Taylor at 781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1954 
class agent
Carolyn Nash Blair
cmblair8@comcast.net

OIA Note: Our thanks to Mary Ellen
Monahan Curtis for her service to
the Alumnae Association Board. 

1955
class agents
Anne Clancy Botsch

Sheila Sullivan Henaghan
shenaghan@aol.com

Anne Kiley Melia presented a
medallion to her granddaughter
Nicole Wiggin at the Class of
2012’s Baccalaureate ceremony 
in May.

1956
class agents
Barbara Gilboy Gillis
barbaratgillis@aol.com

Carol Wynne McDermott
carol.mcdermott@citizensbank.com

Maureen Murphy McMahon
efmmam@verizon.net

Barbara London Ryan
Furtlaw2@aol.com

Virginia Burchill Shannon

1957
class agent
Patricia Fagan Arnold
patsea17@aol.com

Pat Arnold sent in a full report
from  the Class of 1957, writing
“We are still going strong.”

Anne Keiran Manton has just com-
pleted a two year term as Presi-
dent of the Massachusetts
Association of Registered Nurses.

Marianne Lynch Bullock and her
husband Don became great-grand-
parents on April 14, 2012, 
welcoming Haley Elizabeth.

Rita L. Ailinger is celebrating the
arrival of her first grandchild,
Maya. “She is a late starter in
grandparenthood, but loving it.”

Maridith Matthews Joyce has the
good fortune to still have her
mother who recently turned 103
and is still living alone and caring
for herself.

Beth Good Wadden’s granddaugh-
ter, Libby, graduated from Em-
manuel College in May. Beth’s
grandson, Nicholas, will soon be
graduating from Northeastern
University, Graduate School of 
Engineering, where he studies 
“energy systems!!” 

Jane Marie Mac Donald McGregor
is the piano player in the eight-
piece Hi-Desert Dance Band, 
in Apple Valley, CA.

The Town of Milton’s 350th an-
niversary celebrations included
recognition for Maritta Manning
Cronin. Maritta was honored at
this year’s Town Meeting for 50
years of perfect attendance as an
elected Town Meeting member. 

OIA Notes: Congratulations to
Mary Brennan Devin who was
elected to serve a two-year term as
a member of the Alumnae Associ-
ation Board. 

Thank you to those of you who were
able to join us at NDA in April to
celebrate your 55th Reunion!

1958
class agents
Mary Pat Kelly Bartsch

Anne Reardon Gildea

Adele Chapman Urbsas

OIA Note: Save the date! Your 55th
reunion is scheduled for April 27,
2013. If you have ideas or sugges-
tions, or would like to be a part of
your Reunion Planning Committee
please call Director of Alumnae
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1959
class agent
Position Available

1960
class agent
Anne Madden Fancelli
fancelli@verizon.net

OIA Note: Our condolences go 
to Anne Madden Fancelli whose
husband Dario passed away on
March 27.

1961
class agents
Mary McGivern Bell
belleight@aol.com

Mary Gillen McElroy
mcelroyassociates@comcast.net

1962 
class agents
Susan Lewis
selwrhs@aol.com

Ellen Lawler Ugi
lnug@yahoo.com

OIA Note: Thank you to those of
you from the class of 1962 who
were able to join us and celebrate
your 50th Reunion in April! We had
a wonderful time catching up with
you. And a special mention to the
lovely ladies who helped plan this
exciting celebration: Susan Lews,
Ellen Lawler Ugi, Jane Good
Everett, Evelyn Brawley Hardiman,
Jacqueline Ficca, and Jane Cass
O’Leary. Thank you for teaching
us, “Don’t Postpone Joy!” 

1963
class agent
Sandra Wysong Deneault
smdeneault@aol.com

OIA Note: Save the date! Your 50th
reunion is scheduled for April 26
and 27, 2013. If you have ideas or
suggestions, or would like to be a
part of your Reunion Planning
Committee please call Director of
Alumnae Relations Stevie Lee 
Taylor at 781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1964
class agents
Carolyn Combie Dolan
dolanncdolan@aol.com

Patricia Golding Paolucci
madrelucci@comcast.net

Karen Mulloney Rattin

Maureen White
Dr.MaureenWhite@gmail.com

1965
class agent
Mary Mulvoy Lofty
mmlofty@aol.com

Mary Mulvoy Lofty and her hus-
band have retired and relocated to
Cincinnati, Ohio. Mary is already
in talks with the Alumnae Office
about 1965’s 50th reunion celebra-
tions in the spring of 2015. Stay
tuned for details!

1966
class agents
Catherine Coccimiglio
cocci17@verizon.net

Mary Ann Stanford McCulley
mamcculley@hotmail.com

OIA Note: Our condolences to
Mary Ann Stanford McCulley and
her family on the loss of her father
Lawrence Stanford on July 6.

1967 
class agent
Adele Chiachio
achiachio@boston.k12.ma.us

OIA Note: Thank you to those of you
from the class of 1967 who were able
to join us and celebrate your 45th
Reunion in April! We had a wonder-
ful time catching up with you.

1968
class agent
Position Available

OIA Note: Save the date! Your 45th
reunion is scheduled for April 27,
2013. If you have ideas or sugges-
tions or would like to be a part of
your Reunion Planning Committee
please call Director of Alumnae
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1969 
class agent
Julie Nesbitt Valiton
julievali@att.net

Julie Nesbitt Valiton’s son SSG
Jonathan Valiton is about to be 
deployed to Afghanistan. Please
pray for his safe return.

news received through june 1, 2012
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1 The Class of 1962 reminded us, “Don’t Postpone Joy!”

2 Each year, members of the 50th Reunion class receive
a Golden Diploma at a special ceremony.  

3 Members of the Class of 1962 celebrated their gift of
new desks and chairs with a reception in a classroom.
Shown here are Barbara Accaputo Gallagher, Marie
Battista Barber, and Maria Anastasi. 

4 Ginny Dunn Cahill ’60R, Marie O’Hara ’44G, and
Lois O’Hara ’47G. 

5 Congratulations on your 35th Reunion, Class of 1977! 

5

reunion recap  
More than 150 alumnae visited NDA to cele-
brate Reunion Weekend 2012 on April 27 and
28. The Class of 1962 kicked things off with
their 50th Reunion Day at NDA on Friday. 

On Saturday, alumnae gathered for the an-
nual Alumnae Memorial Liturgy and cocktail
reception before heading out to individual
class parties. 

1

2

3

4



Classnotes Classnotes

Karen Kelley Hibey presented a
medallion to her niece Eileen
O’Malley at the Class of 2012’s
Baccalaureate ceremony in May.

1970
class agent
Mary Barry

Margaret (Marge) Doyle lives in
Lead Hill, Arizona and is a hospice
chaplain and pastoral counselor.
She is a candidate for ordination 
in the Episcopal Church and has
been married for 24 years to her
husband, Seamus, an Episcopal
priest. She has two children and
four dogs. 

1971 
class agents
Mary Ganley Montanari
montanari@comcast.net

Carol Cote Schneider
ndahingham71@gmail.com

OIA Note: Our condolences to
Nancy Cooper who lost her 
mother in April.

1972 
class agents
Jane Malloy Corry
Corry.jm@gmail.com

Katherine Fogarty
kfogarty@alum.mit.edu

OIA Notes: Thank you to those of
you from the class of 1972 who
were able to join us and celebrate
your 40th Reunion in April! We
had a wonderful time catching up
with you at Common Market and
NDA. A special thank you to Jane
Malloy Corry and Kathy Fogarty for
their help planning the celebration.

Kathy Fogarty was honored for her
service to the Alumnae Association
Board at their final meeting in June.

1973
class agents
Denise Murphy Cargill

Judith White
yellowlabgal@comcast.net

Brenda McHugh King
bbking007@aol.com

The Class of 1973 was well repre-
sented at the Legacy Tea in June.
Judy White, Brenda McHugh King,
Susan Sullivan Dougherty, Barbara
McCracken Tharp, and Mary 
Madden Marani enjoyed a special
tour of the school and are already
talking about plans for next
spring’s reunion celebrations.

OIA Note: Save the date! Your
40th reunion is scheduled for April

27, 2013. If you have ideas or sug-
gestions, or would like to be a part
of your Reunion Planning Commit-
tee please call Director of Alumnae
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1974 
class agent
Megan Tonderys Bearce
mtbearce@verizon.net

Megan Tonderys Bearce responded
to an Alumnae Office request for
Boston Marathon news, writing “I
ran and survived!” Congratulations,
Megan! A wonderful accomplish-
ment, particularly in light of this
year’s sweltering conditions.

1975
class agents
Kerry Gilmore Burke
kmail18@aol.com

Paula Carroll Pozniak
pozniaks@comcast.net

Maria Gillis Read

Maureen Sullivan
msullivan@techinvestpartners.com

OIA Notes: Our thoughts and
prayers go out to Patricia White ’75
whose sister, Jaqueline White Mc-
Carthy ’77 passed away on May 20.

Kerry Gilmore Burke was elected
President of the Alumnae 
Association Board. 

1976
class agents
Jane Dever Barry
jjc202@comcast.net

Mary Beth Vargus
mvargus@comcast.net

OIA Note: Our condolences to
Ann Marie Sutherland Beaudette
who lost her father George in May.

1977 
class agents
Susan Dever Marriner
marrinerfamily@verizon.net

Patricia Malone Perry
pmperry@hotmail.com

Mary Anne Murphy Kenyon
presented a medallion to her
daughter Victoria Kenyon at the
Class of 2012’s Baccalaureate 
ceremony in May.

Susan Dever Marriner wants to
spread the word that Class of 1977
is on Facebook. The class’ group
can be found at “NDA Hingham
Class of ’77.” All class members
are welcome! (And don’t forget to
“like” NDA’s official Facebook
page (search for Notre Dame

Academy Hingham) to get regular
updates from your alma mater!)

OIA Note: Thank you to those of
you from the class of 1977 who
were able to join us and celebrate
your 35th Reunion in April! We had
a wonderful time catching up with
you. And a special thank you to
Susan Dever Marriner, Ellen 
Ferriter McAllister, and Trica 
Malone Perry for helping plan 
this wonderful celebration!

1978 
class agent
Dianne Chase
diannechase@austin.rr.com

Grace Cotter Regan has been
named head of school at St.
Mary’s High School in Lynn. Grace
has nearly 30 years’ experience
working in education and institu-
tional advancement, including 23
years at Catholic institutions. She
is also a partner in Partners in
Mission, a Westwood-based con-
sulting firm. She and husband
Bernie live in West Roxbury. Son
Luke will be a senior at Bowdoin
this fall. Son Bartley graduated
from BC High this spring and will
enroll at Stonehill. Grace also
served as NDA’s commencement
speaker in May.

OIA Notes: Our condolences to
Karen Sutherland Giovannucci
who lost her father George in May.

Save the date! Your 35th reunion is
scheduled for April 27, 2013. If you
have ideas or suggestions, or
would like to be a part of your Re-
union Planning Committee please
call Director of Alumnae Relations
Stevie Lee Taylor at 781.749.5930,
ext. 2247.

1979
class agents
Mary Hayes Lawrence
lawmolly@aol.com

Rita McNulty Taugher
ritataugher@taugher.com

OIA Note: Our condolences to
Diane Duggan who lost her
mother Rose in May.

1980 
class agents
Janice Hayes Cha
hayescha@rcn.com

Michelle McGee
mmcgee@kdmpc.com

Shelagh Foley Sullivan
shelagh@optonline.net

Linda Shaughnessy LeRoy pre-
sented a medallion to her daughter

Erin LeRoy at the Class of 2012’s
Baccalaureate ceremony in May.

1981
class agents
Mary McHugh McKelvey
mjmckel@comcast.net

Lauren Murphy Tobin
tobin72@comcast.net

Margaret Sheehan Norton pre-
sented a medallion to her daugh-
ter Margaret Norton at the Class
of 2012’s Baccalaureate ceremony
in May.

Jeralyn Czarniak Cremone
presented a medallion to her
daughter Gabrielle Cremone at 
the Class of 2012’s Baccalaureate
ceremony in May.

1982 
class agent
Maureen Feeley Ridings
maureenridings@comcast.net

Stacey McGaugh Sullivan wasn’t
able to attend reunion, but she
sent greetings from her home in
Canton, Mass. where she and her
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husband Jack have lived for 22
years. They “have three beautiful
children ages 7, 8, and 10 whom
we adopted as infants … suffice 
to say, we are kept very busy.”

OIA Note: Thank you to those of
you from the class of 1982 who
were able to join us and celebrate
your 30th Reunion in April! We had
a wonderful time catching up with
you. And a special thank you to
Maureen Feeley Ridings for helping
plan this wonderful celebration!

1983
class agents
Linda Federico
lfederico@cookandcompany.com

Diane O’Brien Gaudet
diane.gaudet@gmail.com

Jeanne Higgins
jh2458@comcast.net

Diane O’Brien Gaudet presented a
medallion to her daughter Kathryn
Gaudet at the Class of 2012’s 
Baccalaureate ceremony in May.

OIA Note: Our condolences to
Donna Sutherland Moran who 
lost her father George in May.

Save the date! Your 30th reunion is
scheduled for April 27, 2013. If you
have ideas or suggestions, or
would like to be a part of your Re-
union Planning Committee please
call Director of Alumnae Relations
Stevie Lee Taylor at 781.749.5930,
ext. 2247.

1984
class agents
Jill Flaherty Dunbar
jill3@comcast.net

Jennifer McDermott Lance
ja_lance@verizon.net

Congratulations to Anne Boluch
Vegnani who was elected to a 
two-year term as a member of the
Alumnae Association Board. 

Kristin Keegan Hunt presented a
medallion to her daughter Gabrielle
Hunt at the Class of 2012’s 
Baccalaureate ceremony in May.

1985
class agents
Nancy Stolfa Loewe
loewenancy@yahoo.com

Jennifer Clary Rohnstock
jcrohnstock@comcast.net

Jennifer Clary Rohnstock presented
a medallion to her daughter Julie
Rohnstock at the Class of 2012’s
Baccalaureate ceremony in May.

1986 
class agents
Kathryn McConville Flatley
kateflats@yahoo.com

Ellen Sullivan Haynes
ellenhaynes@embarqmail.com

Mary Furlong Healey
mary.healey@comcast.net

Kara Sullivan Lynch
karalynch@comcast.net

Carolyn Crescenzi Rein was re-
cently recognized with an ASHE
Award for Achievement in School
Health Excellence. See page five
for more details.

Mary Furlong Healey completed
her term as Secretary of the Alum-
nae Association Board and was
honored at their meeting in June.

1987 
class agent
Patricia Hart Kelly
pattikelly48@hotmail.com

OIA Note: Thank you to those of
you from the class of 1987 who
were able to join us and celebrate
your 25th Reunion in April! We had
a wonderful time catching up with
you. And a special thank you to 
Patricia Hart Kelly, Anne Marie
O’Connor Clogston, and Marie 
Travers McGarry for helping plan
this wonderful celebration!

1988
class agent
Amy Graham Delaney
delaneypnp@yahoo.com

Congratulations to Maura Bell
Boucher and Tricia Rennie Guil-
beault who were elected to serve
two-year terms as members of the
Alumnae Association Board.
Maura will be chairing the Alum-
nae Association Service committee
– new members are welcome!

OIA Notes: Save the date! Your
25th reunion is scheduled for April
27, 2013. If you have ideas or sug-
gestions, or would like to be a part
of your Reunion Planning Commit-
tee please call Director of Alumnae
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

Our thanks to Nicole Burrill Sel-
vaggio for hosting a yoga event for
alumnae at Jai Yoga in Braintree
recently. A certified yoga teacher
who is also trained in children’s
yoga and Reiki, Nicole began prac-
ticing yoga while living and work-
ing in Singapore more than ten
years ago. In addition to her yoga,
she is a published novelist, writing

consultant, ghost writer and poet
who teaches creative writing to
children and adults.

1989
class agents
Eileen DeGraan Flaherty
edflaherty@partners.org

Ann Furlong Luukko
aluukko@comcast.net

Colleen Knight Harvey
colleenharvey2@gmail.com

Eileen DeGraan Flaherty and
Heather Gartland Mensching were
honored by the Alumnae Associa-
tion in June, as they completed
their terms on the Alumnae Board.

1990
class agent
Beth Bernier Crowell
bethcrowell@yahoo.com

Please keep Marjorie “Mardie”
Nicholson Coyle in your prayers.
Her mother suffered a brain
aneurysm in February. 

1991
class agents
Robin Sullivan Campbell
mike-robin98@mindspring.com

Kathryn Sullivan Everett
katie@thelynchfoundation.com

Shelagh Foley O’Brien
shelaghfobrien@gmail.com

Tabitha LaFarge Ross

Cheryl Arlanson Russo
cheryl@arlansonplan.com

Congratulations to Tabitha LaFarge
Ross who completed the 2012
Boston Marathon – a wonderful
accomplishment any year, but 
especially impressive in this 
year’s oppressive heat.

Our thanks to Cheryl Arlanson
Russo who was recently honored
by the Alumnae Association as she
completed her term as a member
of the Alumnae Board.

1992 
class agents
Kathleen Devin Dauphinais
katedevin@verizon.net

Kendra LaFauci Garvin
kenggiovanna@yahoo.com

Amy Hunter
ahunter@liquidnet.com

Therese Santoro Schaffer
tas1120@gmail.com

OIA Note: Thank you to those of
you from the class of 1992 who
were able to join us and celebrate
your 20th Reunion in April! We

had a wonderful time catching up
with you. And a special thank you
to Kathleen Devin Dauphinais,
Amy Hunter-Torres, and Terri San-
toro Schaffer for helping plan the
wonderful celebration at Tosca!

Terri Santoro Schaffer was honored
for her service to the Alumnae 
Association Board at their meeting
in June. While her term on the
board is complete, Terri intends 
to continue helping with the an-
nual Legacy Tea, which she 
helped to create.

1993
class agents
Amanda Condon Adamczyk
apadamczyk@gmail.com

Nicole Anderson Cox
nicoleacox@comcast.net

Erica Rettman Welch

Christine Quinn Zuendt was
named to Cape & Plymouth Busi-
ness magazine’s “40 Under 40”
list. The program honors business-
people who have made their mark
on the region at a young age.
Christine works at Mason &
Mason Insurance Agency.

OIA Note: Save the date! Your
20th reunion is scheduled for April
27, 2013. If you have ideas or sug-
gestions, or would like to be a part
of your Reunion Planning Commit-
tee please call Director of Alumnae
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at
781.749.5930, ext. 2247.

1994 
class agents
Erin Wall Brighton
erin.brighton@gmail.com

Jennifer Mackin Gustafson
jmackingustafson@gmail.com

OIA Note: Congratulations to
Claire Paglierani-Banks who was
elected to a two-year term as a
member of the Alumnae 
Association Board. 

1995
class agents
Elizabeth Banker Costello
ebanker@beld.net

Jennifer Howley D’Ambra
jennhowl@yahoo.com

Marianne Kroha
marianne_kroha@yahoo.com

OIA Note: Congratulations to
Kirsten Hughes who was elected
to the Alumnae Association Board.

Julie Nesbitt Valiton ’69 and her family. 

stay connected
Facebook

Visit: www.facebook.com/
notredameacademyhingham

LinkedIn
Search: www.linkedin.com 
for Notre Dame Academy

NDA’s Online Community
Visit www.ndahingham.com and click on
“Member Login”. If you do not have your

username or password please contact
alumnae@ndahingham.com. 



Congratulations to Leah Moschella
who was elected to serve a two-
year term as a member of the
Alumnae Association Board. 

2003
class agent
Meredith Daly
meredithdaly@gmail.com

Jennifer E. Thomas graduated
from Oklahoma State University’s
College of Veterinary Medicine in
May.  Dr. Thomas is currently 

involved in a research project 
with the University of Virginia’s
School of Medicine. 

2004
class agents
Jill O’Sullivan 
osullivan.jill@gmail.com

Meaghan Cotter
meaghanmariecotter@gmail.com

Our condolences to Eileen Puzo
whose grandmother Peggy Puzo
passed on March 9.

Jennifer Ioli was elected Clerk of
the NDA Alumnae Association. 

2005
class agents
Katelyn D’Entremont
kdentremont@anselm.edu

Kristina Valente
krvalente@statestreet.com

Amy Wright
wrighta2@pop.belmont.edu

Kristina Valente wrote to celebrate
Katie D’Entremont. She shared
“Shortly after graduating from St.
Anselm College, Katie signed up
for the National Bone Marrow
Donor Registry. Katie was told she
was a match for a young boy who
had blood cancer across the coun-
try in Seattle. Katie underwent the
surgery to provide the cells neces-
sary for the young boy and it lead
to his full recovery. 

On April 26, Katie was honored at
the 6th Annual DKMS Linked
Against Blood Cancer Gala in New
York City and was able to meet the
young boy, now 6, who’s life she
saved!”  Kristina is an event coor-
dinator and office in University 
Relations for State Street 
Corporation. 

Stephanie Mandigo, Courtney Mc-
Gowan, Shawna Post, and Kather-
ine Pretti traveled together to San
Diego to run the Rock ’n Roll Half
Marathon. Stephanie reports, “We
all participated in track during our
years at NDA, so this was some-
thing we wanted to do together.”
Congratulations, ladies! 

2006 
class agents
Meagan Dwyer
meagandwyer@comcast.net

Molly English
molly.english@richmond.edu

Alyssa Williams
alyssa_8637@verizon.net

NDA’s Visual & Performing Arts
Department Chair Maureen Meyer
reports meeting up with Danielle
Hennessey at the 10th Congres-
sional District Art Show. Danielle
is on the staff of Congressman Bill
Keating, host of the show.

Alyssa Williams graduated from
Massachusetts College of Phar-
macy and Health Services in May
with her doctorate in pharmacy.
One June 16, Alyssa married
Matthew Marston – congratula-
tions! 

Amanda Morrissey ran her first
Boston Marathon in memory of
her cousin, Samantha Sawan who
passed away from cystic fibrosis in
2009. “As much as you can let loss
guide your life in a poor way, I’m
trying to make it be a positive,”
Amanda said in a profile in 
Wicked Local Scituate.

Nina Bandera was recently high-
lighted in the Patriot Ledger in a
story about her family’s sporting
life and the bonds of love and
games that spans three 
generations. 

OIA Note: We are pleased to rec-
ognize Lindsey Hoffman for her
service on the Alumnae Associa-
tion Board. Lindsey chaired the
Young Alumnae Committee and
we are grateful for her work to 
connect recent graduates with
their alma mater. 

2007 - fall reunion
class agents
Maura Dee
dee.m@husky.neu.edu

Molly Griffin
mgriff10@providence.edu

Mary Kate Jasper
vze4v6pg@verizon.net

Fiona Moriarty
fmmoriarty@gmail.com

Rachel Sparks recently completed
her class requirements for a Mas-
ter’s degree in Intercultural Youth
and Family Development at the
University of Montana. She left on
July 6 for the Philippines, where
she will fulfill her internship with
the Peace Corps. Rachel will be
doing psychosocial development
with organizations that work with
at risk populations.  
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1996 
class agents
Kara Lynch
karalynch1@hotmail.com

Gina Muscato
you522@aol.com

Heather Oberg Brown
hoberg00@yahoo.com

Luiza Nanu Pellerin
luiza_pellerin@harvard.edu

Adrienne Fowkes Ramsey
aramsey@babson.edu

Jennifer Schraut
jennschraut@gmail.com

OIA Notes: Congratulations to
Kameelah Benjamin-Fuller who
was elected to serve a two-year
term as a member of the Alumnae
Association Board. 

Adrienne Fowkes Ramsey was
honored by the Alumnae Associa-
tion Board in June as she com-
pleted her term of service.

Our thoughts go out M.E. Puzo
Bailey whose grandmother Peggy
Puzo passed on March 9.

1997 - fall reunion
class agents
Colleen Carney
ccarney_01@yahoo.com

Elizabeth Condon Driscoll
elizabethadriscoll@comcast.net

Erin Fontana
efont830@yahoo.com

Erin Blake Connolly and her hus-
band Peter welcomed a baby girl
on December 28, 2011. Annabel
Blake Connolly weighed in at 7
lbs., 11 oz. She joins big sisters
Niamh, 3, and Mairead, 1. 

Deirdre Rynne is the sailing coach at
St. Sebastian’s School in Needham.
Her team competed against NDA on
Hingham Harbor this spring.

OIA Notes: Save the Date! Join us
for your 15th reunion during
Thanksgiving Weekend 2012 (No-

vember). If you would like to help
plan your reunion, please contact
Director of Alumnae Relations Ste-
vie Lee Taylor at staylor@ndahing-
ham.com to join the committee.
All are welcome!

Congratulations to Colleen Carney
who was elected to serve a two-
year term as a member of the
Alumnae Association Board. 

1998 
class agents
Courtney Curran
courtney_curran@yahoo.com

Lindsay Deneault Hobart
lod007@aol.com

Claire Duffy-Finn
claireduffyfinn@gmail.com

Allison Quinn Guido
quinn_a33@hotmail.com

Lindsay Worswick-Caron
jetersgirly@aol.com

Jessica Consilvio recently returned
from a “life changing experience” 
at a wild life preserve in South Car-
olina at the Mrytle Beach Safari. The
preserve cares for animals in the
movie industry and she shares that
she cannot wait to go back. She
plans to continue her new passion
by volunteering at the Stone Zoo. 

OIA Notes: Our thoughts go out
to Katie Puzo whose grandmother
Peggy Puzo passed on March 9.

Congratulations to Allison Quinn
Guido as she completes her term
as President of the Alumnae Asso-
ciation. Allison was honored for
her work at the Association’s
meeting in June.

1999
class agents
Jennifer Boussy
jennifer.boussy@gmail.com

Amanda Callahan
acallahan@rwu.edu

Kristen Cwirka
kcwirka@hotmail.com

Caitlin Fowkes Jamali
caitlin.jamali@gmail.com

Ashley Taylor Peterson
ashley_taylor_peterson@yahoo.com

Kristin Jordan has her own photog-
raphy business. You can reach her at
kristinjordanphotography@yahoo.
com

Congratulations Ashley Taylor 
Peterson on completing the 116th
Boston Marathon! What kept her
pushing through the high temps?
According to a piece in the Boston
Globe, it was her supporters at the
finish line—and her cell phone! As
soon as she finished, she grabbed
her phone and called her husband,
RJ Cruz, who is in Qatar with the
Air Force. “I knew he’s moving
around in 100-degree heat all the
time so I knew I shouldn’t com-
plain.’’ One other special person
was waiting for her – her former
track coach Rick Kates.

Colleen Manning Parnell was hon-
ored at the June meeting of the
Alumnae Association Board for her
service as a member of the Board.

2000
class agents
Hayley Cammarata
hayleycammarata@yahoo.com

Meghan Corry
mmcorry@gmail.com

Carolyn Launie Nolan
carolyn.l.nolan@gmail.com

Courtney Madden
courtney_madden@hotmail.com

Alice Kirpas of Hingham partici-
pated in the Cohasset Triathlon
this spring. She finished second in
her age division.  

Courtney Murray Russillo and her
husband Tom welcomed their son,
Luke Thomas, into the world on
January 26. Courtney, who teaches
English at NDA, was named Chair
of the English Department this
spring. 

Annabel Collette Csikesz arrived
on February 12, a little earlier than
mother Courtney Reilly Csikesz
and father Nick had planned. She
weighed in at 6 lbs., 10 oz. The
family resides in Lincoln, RI.

2001 
class agent
Alyssa Mazeika
alyssa.mazeika@gmail.com

Congratulations to Kendall Bryant
on her recent wedding! Molly 
McCarthy-Egan was in attendance
and sang at the nuptials. 

Molly recently dropped a note to
Sister Barbara Barry, writing, “I am
still singing! I live in NYC and own
the NYC Vocal Studio, so I teach
voice full time. It’s been a really
great way for me to be able to sing
and have music be a part of my life,
without having the uprooted life
style that comes with performing.”
Molly also authors a blog “52 Rea-
sons to Sing.” She tells Sister Bar-
bara that “I gave myself a yearlong
project of recording a song a week
and it’s morphed into something
that’s been really quite fulfilling!”

Sister Barbara also visited recently
with Meghan Joyce Stellman.
Meghan graduated from Catholic
University in 2005.

2002 - fall reunion
class agents
Erin Daly
erin.m.daly@gmail.com

Jillian Harrison
jillharrison@gmail.com

This May, Caroline Bradley married
Ronald Meise in Brewster, Mass. A
reception followed at the Wych-
mere Beach Club, Harwich Port,
Mass. Caroline earned a bachelor
of science degree in mechanical
and aerospace engineering from
Cornell University. She is a me-
chanical design engineer with AKF
Group in Manhattan. 

AC Gaughen was recently featured
on the cover of the Hingham 
Journal for the launch of her new
young adult novel, Scarlet.

OIA Notes: Save the Date! Join 
us for your 10th reunion during
Thanksgiving Weekend 2012 (No-
vember). If you would like to help
plan your reunion, please contact
Director of Alumnae Relations Ste-
vie Lee Taylor at staylor@ndahing-
ham.com to join the committee.
All are welcome!

Classnotes

1 Erin Blake Connolly ’97 has three
adorable little girls, Niamh, Mairead,
and Annabel. 

2 Jessica Consilvio ’98 discovered a 
new passion: wildlife conservation. 

3 Courtney Murray Russillo ’00, her
husband Tom, and new baby Luke.

4 Annabel Collette Csikesz, daughter 
of Courtney Reilly Csikesz ’00
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Alumnae Association News
new alumnae association president
Kerry Gilmore Burke ’75 was unanimously elected president of the NDA
Alumnae Association. Kerry has been an active member of the Alumnae
Board since 2009, most recently serving as vice president and chair of 
the class relations committee. A Canton resident, Kerry works at Merrill
Lynch in Boston. She is the mother of four, including Molly Burke ’09. 

alumnae board elects new members
At the June meeting of the Alumnae Association Board, the following 
graduates were elected to serve two-year terms:

Kameelah Benjamin-Fuller ’96 

Maura Bell Boucher ’88 

Colleen Carney ’97 

Mary Brennan Devin ’57 

Tricia Rennie Guilbeault ’88 

Kirsten Hughes ’95 

Leah Moschella ’02 

Claire Paglierani-Banks ’94

Anne Boluch Vegnani ’84 

by-law revision
The Alumnae Association has undergone a review of the Association’s 
by-laws, as stipulated in the Constitution of the Notre Dame Academy 
Alumnae Association. 

Notable changes and amendments:
• Eliminated office of treasurer

• Established Past President role as an ex officio, non-voting member

• Reduced the maximum number of Board members from 31 to 16 and 
the minimum from 21 to 14

• Require that a “good faith effort” be put forth to ensure representation
from the Granby and Roxbury, as well as Hingham, campuses, plus a 
“regional liaison” from outside of eastern Massachusetts

These amendments have been approved by a formal vote of the Alumnae
Association Board. Two-thirds of the votes cast by alumnae are required 
in the affirmative in order for these changes to take effect. 

Alumnae are encouraged to add their voices to this vote. 
Visit www.ndahingham.com/AAByLaws for a full copy and to cast your vote.
Or call the Alumnae Office at 781.749.5930, ext. 2244. 

All votes must be cast no later than September 30. 

2

Class of 2005 at the San Diego Half Marathon:
Stephanie Mandigo, Courtney McGowan,
Shawna Post, and Katherine Prett

Bone marrow donor Katie 
D’Entremont ’05 was honored 
at a reception in NYC.
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OIA Note: Save the Date! Join us
for your 5th reunion during
Thanksgiving Weekend 2012 
(November). If you would like to
help plan your reunion, please
contact Director of Alumnae 
Relations Stevie Lee Taylor at 
staylor@ndahingham.com to join
the committee. All are welcome!

2008
class agents
Brittany Concannon
brittany912@verizon.net

Hilary Ippolito
hilarymarie143@yahoo.com

Margaret Maguire
mmagui12@providence.edu

Joanna Timmons
jmtimmons15@yahoo.com

The parents of Renée Marchant
wrote to offer their congratulations
to their daughter. “Renée has 
completed her Bachelor of Arts at
Boston College with a major in
Psychology and a minor in Women
and Gender Studies as a member

of the Class of 2012. She now
looks forward to attending gradu-
ate school at the Massachusetts
School of Professional Psychology
(MSPP), where she will be pursu-
ing her Doctorate (PsyD) with a
concentration in Clinical Psychol-
ogy. Congratulations for goals ac-
complished and dreams realized!”

Kathleen Hines graduated from
Quinnipiac University in January, re-
ceiving a Bachelor’s of Science de-
gree in health and science studies.
She is now pursuing her doctorate
in physical therapy at Quinnipiac.

2009
class agents
Molly Burke
mburke@bowdoin.edu

Maggie Holland
maggiemags1516@yahoo.com

Kara Dunford
kdford1217@aol.com

Kara Dunford met with OIA staff
this spring and will be part of a
group to help increase program-

ming for DC-area alumnae this fall.

Leanne D’Entremont was recently
featured in a Wickedlocal.com 
profile with two other Saint
Anselm College students for their
community service. Leanne, a 
junior nursing student, was co-
leader of a group of 14 students
who volunteered at soup kitchens,
food pantries, and shelters in the
DC area over winter break.

2010 
class agents
Angela Skeiber
dancingANG8@aol.com

Emily Donovan
catcher592@aol.com

Abigail Squires
abbys202010@yahoo.com

Caroline Roche
caroche@comcast.net

Loyola University Maryland sopho-
more Caitlin Cronin was named
the most outstanding women’s
swimmer in the Mid-Atlantic 
Athletic Conference

2011 
class agents
Emily Cross 
eecross@verizon.net

Ciara McManus 
ciaraesm@gmail.com

Kelsey Lutch 
Rdsx1901@aol.com

Sarah Jasper
sajas82@gmail.com

Kaitlynn O’Leary met with OIA
staff this spring and will be part of
a group to help increase program-
ming for DC-area alumnae this fall.

2012
class agents
Maeghan Price

Eileen O’Malley
omalley134@comcast.net

Allison McIntyre began a fulltime
internship with the Elizabeth 
Warren campaign in May.

Untitled Mola — Alex Oremus ’14

Alex created this mola by cutting designs into layers of colored paper, allowing multiple underlying layers to show through. 

The piece won a Gold Key in Mixed Media at this year’s Boston Globe Scholastic Art Competition.
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1930s
Eunice Murphy Coady ’35R passed on December
2, 2011. She is survived by nine children, 27
grandchildren, and 23 great-grandchildren.

Miriam Sheenan Costello ’38G passed away on
June 12, 2012. Miriam attended Bryant Stratton
Business School and is survived by four children,
seven grandchildren, and three great grandchildren. 

Sister Helen Cullen, SND ’38R died on April 1.
She graduated from Emmanuel College in 1942
and entered the Sisters of Notre Dame in 1946.
She later earned master’s degrees in English and
Counseling Psychology from Boston College. 
Sister Helen is survived by a brother, sister-in-law,
and several nieces and nephews.

Gertrude Carroll Donovan ’39G passed away on
February 8, 2012. She was a graduate of the Vesper
George School of Art in Boston. She is survived by
three children and six grandchildren.

Mary McInerney Murphy ’39G passed on De-
cember 1, 2011. Mary attended Regis College and
later worked at New England Telephone & Tele-
graph for several years during World War II. She is
survived by four children and ten grandchildren.

Sister Frances Louise Nevins, OSF, ’35R passed
away June 19, 2012. She was received into the
Congregation of the Franciscan Sisters of Allegany
at St. Elizabeth Motherhouse in 1937, and 
professed her final religious vows in 1944. She 
is survived by four nieces and a nephew. 

1950s
Carol McCarthy Barry ’59R passed away on April
29. She was the owner of Carol Barry Real Estate
in Milton. She is survived by two sons and a
daughter.

Joan Mathaisel Fontecchio ’57R died on February
15, 2012. She is survived by two sons and five
grandchildren.

1960s
Ruth Meagher Devine ’61R passed on February
17, 2012. Ruth is survived by her sister Maura
Meagher Rand ’56R, five children, and five 
grandchildren.

Ruth Pauline “Paula” Guerra Gralinski ’65R
passed away on March 6, 2012, leaving behind 
her husband Michael, four sons, and six 

grandchildren. Paula graduated from Westfield
State College and received her master’s degree from
American International College. 

1970s
Jacqueline White McCarthy ’77 passed away on
May 20, 2012. Jacquie graduated from Northeast-
ern University and earned her MBA from Babson
College. She is survived by her husband Kevin, 
her sister Patricia White ’75, and her brother
William White.

Former Faculty + Staff 
Sister Barbara Eaton, SNDdeN, a member of
NDA’s faculty from 1959 to 1966, died on January
28, 2012. She was also known as Sister Marie 
St. Laurence.

Jane Welch Sheehan, a former guidance counselor
at NDA, passed away on March 8, 2012. 

Zola Ventre P’70 ’77, a school nurse at NDA, 
died in March. In addition to her daughters 
Valerie Ventre-Hutton ’70 and Cynthia Ventre-
Hewitt ’77, she is survived by a son and three
grandchildren.

Listings reflect notifications received by the Office of Institutional Advancement through June 19, 2012. In order to accommodate all 
listings, we are able to include only basic family, educational, and professional information for alumnae obituaries. Our Friends and Family
section lists only immediate family members of our current students, faculty, and staff. We will continue to publish updates on the families of
alumnae in the Class Notes section of vita! and the Intentions section of the Alumnae E-Newsletter. Should you wish to have a classmate or
family member remembered, please contact alumnae@ndahingham.com.

InMemoriam

Classnotes

Mission

Notre Dame Academy is a vibrant, Catholic, college-preparatory learning community, sponsored by the Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur. e Academy guides young women in their personal faith formation, challenges students to pursue academic excellence,
and encourages social responsibility on behalf of global justice.

In support of this mission,vita! magazine communicates through its pages the newsworthy activities of members of the NDA community.
vita! is published three times a year for alumnae, parents, faculty, staff, and friends of the Academy.
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